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7 more to speak when discussions resume Saturday 


Deputies debate draft 
budget in marathon session 

By s JkftdM Ttoncf At toaot 25 depot** of ibe 38 go v e rnm ent to pvt wore attep- ensuring security and stability 

Staff WriW wfeo xpofce S w ro t y ud by and- boo to project* in the industrial and this task oroW ho not per- 

AUU41! - . .. . . evening Sunday iotee tted teeir sector wtoch couM also create formed properly if it did not haw 

/uaw w ■— re drtn u y wr ^odonemciit ot the JOD 1.015 e mp lo yme nt opp ort un i ti e s. proper fond* m» finance is opera- 

AUaon every deputy who 
spoke Sunday caned for bufcfing 
toe m&Uuy strength of the coue- 


By i MwThn 

Staff Write 

AMMAN —The draft budget for 
199o gartered .support a» the 
Lower House of PixSament Sun- 
day after moat depute* indicated 
support tor the raooanmdatfoaa 
and ngottd amendment s at* 
cepi those related tote* Public 
S^»rity Department (PSD) and 
uirivmrttat as forw ar ded to the 
full House; by its Wniraor Grins’ 
mittcc. 

After a marathon Mtooa which 
ended at Sunday xmdmgte, the 
House decided to mum debate 
on the badge* Saturday.. 

The extended session nt war* 
ranted by Monday's achothded 
meeting of the Jowlaaian-ftfri u 
Higher Com mittee which wtB be 
co-c haired by Prime Mhriaier 
Modar Badm end bb Syrian 
counterpart Mahmoud Zou*bi. 
Bad ran and Finance Minister 
Basel Xartiancfc were expected to 
reply to the deputies' commend 
and observations before ibe 
budget was voted on. 


At bast 25 denote* of the 38 
who spoke Semrdny and by and- 
evening Senday iad ttWi their 
endonement of the Jt) 1.015 
bdhoo draft badfetf. which the 
Haase's Fmasbal Cbanance has 
mpcaawuded be t rimme d down 
by ID IS toOk*. Mod Mia. 
went watchers expected the 
budget to be paased by the House 
with an oveewbehntag majority 
when it if pat toww to Saturday. 

Several deputes suontfy aid* 
deed ten Kkfdom’* ooooottuc 
rua petering pfopumc agreed 
wufa the lntenumonai Monetary 
Pead (IMF) and coopdanod that 
detags of the agreement were not 
released ro teem exxtkr but most 
a ppeared headed towards epdora- 


»*_ them, 
TteKtei 


The Kingdom’s debt reacbetial- 
mg hgmomead ritb dm crotSton 
came under criteria bur few de- 
puties rejected the accords out* 
right 

Copperas went e x pr es sed over 
ridzy uaemptoymeat and con of 
Irvin* and deputies caScd oo the 


try hi various ways. Parfaament 
observers noted th at the issue had 
assumed higher aiyuftarocr in 
the wake of several recent iad* 
dents aJoog the demarcation line 
with bran, some of (hem be- 
lieved iso be Luneb-fabriaued. 

Some deputes dealt with the 
bane of national security in de- 
tail. Suggestions ranged from 
armaue * 3 every house with small 
arms/' since Jordan cannot 
afford expensive heavier equip- 
ment to protect itself against ex- 
tcrosl aggression, to setting up 
arms production industries in ffie 
country. 

Mom of the deputies opposed 
the Financial Ccwmrinae’s prop- 
osal to reduce allocation to the 
PSD. They pointed out that the 
department had a key rale in 



Palestinians strike to 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agendas) — Shop* rioted to 
At^.ilausiih«a.Sawtoy\te:piQr 
test at the tiffing of a Vt&pbkM 
teenager and itis 
border police. ' 

Abdallah Nabtt Halibfeh, 16, 
was shot dead during * d**h 
between police and masked 
Palestinians Saturday. Palesti- 
nians said 1» unde, Mohammad 
Daoud Halabieb, 45; was shoe 
trying to recover tee body. 

The one-day strike closed 
businesses throughout Arab Jeru- 
salem. Army curfews were im- 
posed on Abu Dis.tee nearby 
village where the two dead 
Palestinians had lived, and two 
other villages in die occupied 
West Bank. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, an 
Arab teacher was attacked and 
lolled by youths wielding knives 
and axes. Patatiiuan sources said 
Ismail Ate Yusef was a suspected 
collaborator. 

Two young Palestinians, aged 
11 and 14, were injured during 
dashes in Mughazi camp, Palesti- 
nians reported. 

In tee north of brad, police 
and volunteers aided by a heli- 
copter searched for a missing 
Israeli sokfier tasr soen four days 
ago boarding a bus. The Druse 
soldier, aged 2], foiled to arrive 
at bis base. ■ ■ 


- The youth aod his uurie an 
kM to * dash hetwtttt bandar 
pq Ou t uffld auHM Atete^ljg 
pftra-mitttanr border potior, 
whMi ftewiu «y my' fear 

moratMttexraay;peforisAxab 
Jettaakm and nearby Arab vil- 
lages. 

Abu Dts, oo the eastern edge 
of Jerusalem, has boon the scene 
of numerous stone-throwing Inci- 
dents during the Z5-motfthold 
Palestinian uprising. 

Shuuririi argea actio® 

Fwsal A1 Rmmri, tee leading 
Palestinian n a tio n al i s t in the 
ocoyfod territories, has caBed on 
Arabs to perns for a hah to the; 
flow of Soviet Jews to Israel. 

“We should ftceaci K press ur e 
on tee nations of tee world to 
stop herald hi an interview 
with- tee Loudon-based Arabic 
n ewspap er A1 Sbarq A1 Awsat 


ensuring security and stability 
and this (ask could bo not per- 
formed properly if it did not have 
proper funds to finance its opera- 
tions. 

There was a consensus among 
the deputies that tee education 
sector oc spared of all redactions 
and cuts in finance. They empha- 
sised the need for a country Eke 
Jordan to otter the best of educa- 
tion to its people. Most deputies 
outnghtiy rejected a proposal by 
the Finance Committee to reduce 
allocations for uarvcrritics. 

The noed to ensure food secur- 
ity for the country through in- 
creased setf-re&ance for its food 
needs through agriculture was 
underlined by several deputies 
who called for Increased invest- 
ments in agriculture. 

Deputies criticised allocations 
made in the draft budget for 
Jordanian embassies abroad. 
Suggestions were also made that 
Jordan seek to merge its embas- 
sies in relatively unimportant 
countries with the diplomatic mis- 

Arafat 
appeals to 
Moscow 


sions of other Arab countries as a 
common bloc. 

Several Muslim Brotherhood 
deputies said Jordan's economic 
problems could only be solved if 
tee national economy was shifted 
to a structure based on Islamic 
principles, but there was little 
demand from the floor for a ban 


on interests as called for in Islam. 

Three leftist deputies called for 
a national conference on eco- 
nomy with the participation of all 
sectors of the society. The confer- 
ence, said Deputy Fakhri Kawar, 
can delve deep into the fun- 
damental problems of tee eco- 
nomy and come up with compre- 


hensive solutions with the direct 
participation of the citizens. 

There was also calls for a 
change in strategy of food sub- 
sidies to ensure that the really 
needy derive maximum benefit 
from them. Deputies said the 
present form of across-the-board 
subsidies benefit the rich more 


than it does the poor and said a 
system should be devised to en- 
sure teat only the needy receive 
tee benefit. ' 


See Inside pages for excerpts from 
deputies* speeches 


“What we cun do » to ask 
other countries to open die door 
for migrating Jews and press for 
settfiog them down somewhere 
rise other than the West Bank 
and Cara," he added 
Ktxsseim, held for three days 
by Israeli police test week oo 
suspicion he was helping finance 
tee tmrafag, appealed to tee Un- 
ited States and Western Europe 


in particular to open tee ir doom ] CAIRO (. 
to Soviet Jew*. Liberation 

' A» e3pras^ 5 d OD ftu x lfl^WlQ 1^=— 
Swiri Jtrws -wmp‘ exftetpq'te 
strive in brad test year, leading 
to a follow by Eriarif taorigra- 
tion officials Sunday to demand 
mote staff. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
msation's (FLO) 15-member Ex- 
ocativc Ctwamittoe is due to meet 
in Tonis Monday to discuss tee 
Soviet Jewish emigration 
pro ble m. 

Denying charges he was help- 
ing fund the uprising, Husseini 
tern A 1 Sbarq A) Awsat his 30- 
hour questioning by police was 
aimed at tescrcmtmg him in tee 
eyes of Israeli supporters of 
peace. 

Husseini hra been jailed with- 
out trial for 18 months in the past 
three years for suspected “secur- 
ity” offences. 

Drawing a distinction between 
Jewish settlement In the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and emigra- 
tion of Jews to Israel, be said: 

"We should wort: cleverly and 
concentrate on stopping emigra- 
tion to tee West Bank itself." 

Most Jews costing to Israel 

usually leave after a while, he 
said. “They come for tourism 
more than settling down. The 
situation in Israel does not en- 
courage settlement.” 


CAIRO (Agencies) -- Palestine 

appealed to tee Soviet Union not 
to allow airlifting Soviet Jews to 
Israel. 


Army tightens grip on Baku 
amid calls for pullout 


MOSCOW (Agende*> — ’ The 
Soviet army tightened its bold on 
tee southern Republic of Azer- 
baijan Sunday amid calls from 
ethnic Russians to bring “our 
boys" home to safety. 

The Azerbaijani Interior 
Ministry reported dm capital 
Bakn was under almost c ompl et e 
control by the armed forees, with 
only sporadic gunfire from small 
jjrjpTflF p ji of mihtantS- 

The military also took over 
several other towns, toefadtag 
Lenkoran, where the Soviet pow- 
er had been pushed aside by the 
powerfol Azerbaijani Popular 
Front' mass move men t 

Many Popular front leader* 
were in htdfog m and around 
Baku and others rare under de- 
tention by security forces. 

Meanwhile Armenian and 
Az er b ai jani fighters began -with- 
drawing from a tense border 
area, an Armenian activist from 
Yerevan said. 

Radio Moscow said 'Sisaday 
that Etc hr Balm was retamfog to 
normal ifter two weeks of Spit- . 
fog in the decades-old religious 
and territorial food between tee 
republics. 

A day before, Soviet sokhers 
made scores of arrests trying to 
neutralise the Azerbaijan front 
that authorities raid was bent on 
taking over tee xeprt^ 


Armenian activist Rafael 
POpoyan said in a telephone in- 
ternet foam tee Arm e n ian capit- 
al of Yerevan that the fighters' 
withdrawal had started calmly, 
acco r di ng to initial reports he 
recei v ed from the mountainous 
border r eg ion be t ween Armenia 
and Azerbaijan. 

Negotiator meeting on the 
border of Armenia and 
Nakhichevan, an Azerbaijan en- 
dive within Armenia, agreed to 
ot 2 back afi xtmod men by 7 « jn. 
(0400 GMT) Sunday. Their ac- 
tion will leave security to Soviet 
troops, the official Soviet news 


There wa$ no way to indepen- 
dently confirm the withdrawal 
Foreign journalists have been 
teamed from the area since Jan, 
13, trim anti-Armenians rioting 
began in Baku. 

.Public transport tettmting 
to normal to Baku but residents 
reached by telephone and waits 
of two or three boon for tiny 
bases were -common. Many fho- 
toriesand shops across the tepub- 
fic remained dosed hr protest. . 

Yusif SamedogZn, a well- 
known author and front ^ official, 
add about 200 members of tee 
mass movement had been 
Keened,- pet of an operation 
teat Interior Mfrnster Vadim 
Bftfcatin e a rffer described * an 


assault on. “extremist forces. " 

"The strikes continue and 
many people are awaiting a poli- 
tical solution," another front 
member said. 

- But the military's hold oo Baku 
and the wave of arrests have 
t posed the Kremlin a dilemma — 
with tin Communist Party largely 
discredited among -local resi- 
dents, only the Popular Front is 
wen placed to negotiate a politic- 
al settlement. 

There is also insistent pressure 
op the Kremlin to withdraw the 
troops, largely made up at first of 
Slavic reservists. 

On Saturday, tee armed forces 
reform movement Shield held a 
rally in central Moscow to de- 
nounce the use of Soviet troops 

The ultra-nationalist Russian 
group "Pamyat” also held a rally 
to demand the pull-out of "our 
boys” from tee front toes in what 
many here see ■ as a. remote 


The appeal came in a speech 
Arafat delivered Saturday night 
at a seminar organised by the 
Egyptian Committee for Support 
of tee Intifada. 

A brief summaxy of the speech 
was published Sunday in the 
afteniooner A1 Mesa and was 
confirmed by Osama Sharab. the 
PLO spokesman in Cairo who 
described it as "an appeal to the 
Soviet friend.” 

Arafat said he was not against 
the right of immigration of Soviet 
Jews to any place in tee world but 
be objected to settling them in 
die occupied territories. 

He said flying Soviet Jews 
"directly .from Moscow to Tel 
Aviv forces them to settle in the 
land of Palestine,, the home of 
their Palestinian Arab friends 
who are being driven out of it." 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir has said in a statement he 
later retracted, that the Jewish 
state needs the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip to settle 
some of the estimated 300,000 
Soviet Jews expected to immi- 
grate in the next few years. The 
statement drew criticism from the 
United States, Egypt, the PLO 
and others. 

Arafat meanwhile warned 
Arab countries that Israel would 
not suffice itself with the occu- 
pied territories but might also 
need some of their lands to settle 
Jews coming in larae numbers 
from the Soviet Umon in it. 

Citing information published in 
some Israeli newspapers, Arafat 
said the United States had 
offered Israel $600 million to 
settle Soviet Jews in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

Arafat met with Egyptian Pres- 
ident Hhsni Mubarak early Sun- 
day . There were no reports that 
the three leaders would meet 


Soviet envoy asks focus be shifted onto 
U.S. to block Jewish immigration to Israel 

By P.V. Vivekanand theirs," said Zinchuk. According to Zinchuk, only relations have not been nega- 

Jordan Times Staff Writer According zo tee ambassa- 10 per cent of all Soviet Jews tively affected by the problem." 

dor, the American move to set who left their country in the Moscow is also in touch with 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The Soviet Union 
befiovCMUtt Arab and interna- 
tional efforts should focus cm 
the United States and Israel to 
block the Jewish state's p^ns to 
settle Soviet Jewish immigrants 
in the occupied West Bazik and 
Gaza Strip, according to the 
outgoing Soviet ambassador to 
Jordan. 

“We are in a difficult petition 
over the issue <rf immigration to 
Israel,” said Alexander Zin- 
chuk, who leaves Jordan this 
week after a five-year tenure in 
tee Kingdom. "Practically, 
there is very little we can do to 
control the flow of Soviet Jews 
to Israel, particularly that the 
United Slides has imposed a 
quota on the number of Soviet 
Jews it would take as immig- 
rants,” he told the Jordan 
Times Sunday. 

The ambassador noted that 
the United States had been an 
ardent vocal advocate of in- 
creased freedoms for Soviet 
Jews to leave their homeland 
but imposed restrictions in their 
emigration to the U.S. as soon 
as Moscow relaxed regulations. 
“When we opened the door 
(for emigration), they dosed 


theirs,” said Zinchuk. 

According zo the ambassa- 
dor, the American move to set 
a limit of 18,000 Soviet Jewish 
immigrants every year has con- 
tributed heavily to the influx of 
Soviet Jews to Israel. “Most of 
them are nor leaving the Soviet 
Union on religions grounds," 
he said. “They are mostly look- 
ing for better economic condi- 
tions and for most of them tee 
first choice is the United States 
and then Western Europe and 
other countries. But now that 
the flow to the U.S. is curtailed, 
they are compelled to turn to 
Israel" 

At tee same time, Moscow 
has few options to control the 
situation, he said. “The emigra- 
tion and free travel are all part 
of our liberalisation policy and 
we simply cannot impose any 
restrictions on Soviet Jews 
alone white allowing others to 
leave the country," he pointed 
out. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir contended last 
week that Israel needed to re- 
tain the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip to make room 
for Soviet Jewish immigrants. 
Between 300,000 and 500,000 
Soviet Jews are expected to 
arrive in Israel this year. 


According to Zinchuk, only 
10 per cent of all Soviet Jews 
who left their country in the 
past 20 years opted to settle in 
Israel. “But it is no longer .foe 
situation after the U.S. im- 
posed the limitation," he. said. 

“There should be some way, 
perhaps through the United 
Nations, to ensure that Israel 
does not settle Soviet Jews in 
the occupied land," he said. 
“We are more than willing to 
contribute positively to the 
effort,” he added, emphasising 
that Moscow remains firm on 
its position that the occupied 
territories belong to tee Palesti- 
nian people and Israel has no 
right whatsoever to “settle any- 
one there." 

Simultaneous with interna- 
tional moves to counter Israel's 
plans, he said, efforts should 
also be exerted with tee United 
States to increase its quota for 
Soviet Jewish immigrants. 

The envoy conformed teat 
contacts were under way be- 
tween the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and the 
Soviet government over the 
issue. “We are exchanging 
views, and we hope teat they 
(the PLO) understand our posi- 
tion," he said. However, he 
stressed, "Soviet-Palestinian 


Moscow is also in touch with 
other Arab governments to ex- 
plain its stand, he said. 

The ambassador said there 
was no new Soviet initiative to 
advance peace efforts in the 
Middle East and reiterated 
Moscow's call for an interna- 
tional conference on the Arab- 
Israeh conflict. “We are also 
ready to contribute to a pre- 
liminary meeting to narrow the 
differences among the involved 
parties ahead of the confer- 
ence," he said. 

In reply to a question, he said 
Israeli deputy Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres could be seeking 
a higher-level official invitation 
to the Soviet Union after inde- 
finitely postponing a scheduled 
visit to Moscow in December. 
“The invitation (for the De- 
cember visit) came from the 
Soviet Peace Committee.” Zin- 
chuk said. “Perhaps be wants a 
higher level invitation — as the 
deputy prime minister of 
Israel,” he added, he ted not 
say whether such an invitation 
could be forthcoming from 
.Moscow, bur, in previous inter- 
views, he has ruled out the 
possibility. 


No serious threat 
for Gorbachev — 
Shevardnadze 


Shelling in Beirut; 
militia truce in south 


There were no comments from 
Arafat or Mubarak after their 


Similar protests have been held 
in Rostov, Stavropol and other 
pants of the western Soviet Union 
since a call-up of Russian and 
other Stas' far dpty in Trans- 
esneasto 10 days ago. 

Soviet newspapers gave fresh 
prominence to tee protests, with 
tee new Rabochayt Tribuna de- 
manding m a frontpage hendtoe, 
“Who gave tee o row? 1 * 


Is Tonis, U-S. Ambassador 
Robert Pdletreau and a senior 
aide to Arafat have held another 
meeting aimed ax opening an 
Israeti-Pakstinian dialogue, the 
official Palestinian sews agency 
WAFA reported Saturday. 

Such talks in Cairo have been 
proposed by U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker as a prelude to 
Shamir's plan to bold elections 
among Palestinians - in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

WAFA did not release details 
of the Friday meeting other than 
to say Pelietrcau met with tee 
PLO’s Hakim Balawi to discuss 
"the means and possibilities of 
opexnng an Israefi-Palcstmian di- 
alogue. 

Shamir vowed Satorday to 
(Continued on page 3) 


MOSCOW (AP) — Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
says that co nc e rn in tee West 
about Mikhail Gorbachev's poli- 
tical survival stems more from a 
desire that bis reforms succeed 
than from any real threat to the 
Soviet leader. 

"I believe that this particular 
preoccupation stems from sincere 
feelings, from sincere support for 
the process of perestroika that is 
under way in the Soviet Union,” 
Shevardnadze told tee Associ- 
ated Press in a rare one-on-one 
interview. “He was the one who 
spearheaded this arduous but 
holy straggle.” 

The soft-spoken white-haired 
Soviet official, a Georgian, ack- 
nowledged “there is some seg- 
ment of the population that is 
definitely disappointed” by Gor- 
bachev's reform efforts. 

Bnt he claimed, "Gorbachev 
and the political leadership of tins 
country on the whole do enjoy 
the support of the bulk of tee 
Soviet people, in spite of the feet 
that we are experiencing great 
difficulties: we have empty 
shelves in stores; we have a host 
of other social, economic and 
inter-ethnic difficulties.” 

Shevardnadze, a member of 
the ruling pohtburo and close ally 
of Gorbachev, said Gorbachev’s 


opponents “do not really consti- 
tute a significant force.” 
Discussing Soviet economic 
problems in a set of separate 
written responses, Shevardnadze 
said, “For all the difficulties of 
economic conditions in our coun- 
try, tee situation is not such that 
we need ‘the last straw'." a Rus- 
sian expression akin to grasping 
at straws. 

“We have vast reserves,” he 
said in the responses, provided to 
the AP in English. "And tee 
purpose of perestroika is to 
mobilise those reserves.” 
Communist Party sources, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. say the party is becoming 
more polarised, with hardliners 
expected to mount a challenge to 
Gorbachev’s leadership when the 
national body's central commit- 
tee meets in Moscow Feb. 5. 

A progressive faction also has 
formed, and sources say it may 
stage an attack at die same meet- 
ing cm the party’s constitutional 
monopoly on power and demand 
a virtual apology for decades of 
totalitarian Communist xule. 

The strength of either group is 
difficult to measare. But the 
problems for Gorbachev, who 
portrays himself as a centrist, 

fCooriaued on page 3) 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Army 
units and militias pounded each 
other with tank fire across 
Beirut’s dividing green line Sun- 
day as a new ceasefire was re- 
ported between rival Shi’ite Mus- 
lim militias in South Lebanon. 

The sound of exploding shells 
mixed with thunder daps of a 
storm when the fighting broke 
out overtnight in tee central sec- 
tor of the five-kilometre line di- 
viding the Lebanese capital. 

Police said no casualties were 
reported from the three-hour 
flare-up that violated a ceasefire 
brokered by the Arab League in 
September to bait tee latest 
clashes in Lebanon's 14-year-old 
civil war. 

At least four people were killed 
and 13 wounded by police count 
in similar violations along the 
green tine in the first two weeks 
of 1990. 

The Sept. 22 trace halted six 
months of murderous shelling 
duels between troops of maverick 
general Michael Aoun and the 
Syrian army in white police said 
929 people were killed and 2,744 
wounded. 

The new hostilities came as 
President Elias Hrawi’s govern- 
ment was readying a security plan 
to ban militias and combat terror- 
ism in west Beirut to encourage 
foreign diplomats to return to tee 
city’s western sector. 

An Algerian-mediated cease- 
fire aimed at ending five weeks of 
fighting between the Syrian-back- 


ed Amal and the pro-Iranian Hiz- 
bollah (Party of God) militias 
appeared to be holding in South 
Lebanon, security sources quoted 
by Reuters said' 

Security sources said the Shi’ite 
groups exchanged only sporadic 
sniper fire but maintained a state 
of alert across the Iqlim A1 Tufah 
area. 40 kilometres south of 
Beirut. 

At least 82 people have been 
killed and 300 wounded in tee 
battles which erupted Dec. 23. 

Amal said it was observing the 
ceasefire “as a result of the swift 
efforts by Algerian envoy 
Mohammad Taher to halt the 
fighting." 

A Hizbollah statement wel- 
comed the Algerian initiative, 
saying: "We are ready to do 
whatever is required ro end the 
conflict." 

Algerian embassy officials in 
Beirut refused to give details on 
the ceasefire agreement. 

Political sources said Taher had 
met officials of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation, which de- 
ployed 600 guerrillas along part 
of the frontline in Iqlim A1 Tufah. 

The move, bitterly criticised by 
Hizbollah, defused the ferocity of 
the battles but foiled to quell 
them. 

The fundamentalist Hizbollah 
and the more secular Amal. vying 
for leadership of the country's 
ShPites, have been fighting on- 
and-off for nearly three years. 
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Diplomats see gloomy 
Mideast peace prospects 


By Jack Redden 

Reuter 

TEL AVIV — Western diplo- 
mats, saying an increasingly 
confident Israel is hardening its 
stance, are deeply pessimistic 
about prospects for Israeli' 
Palestinian peace. 

’ They believe the sudden in- 
flux of thousands of Soviet 
Jews has convinced many 
Israelis there is no urgent need 
for talks . 

“I think it’s a window of 
opportunity that is remaining 
dosed," said one. 

Diplomats from several 
countries repeatedly used the 
word “gloomy” to describe the 
chances of overcoming obsta- 
des to the first talks between 
Israel and Palestinians. 

They said they understood 
Israeli “security” concerns but 
accused Prime Minister Yfth- 

zak S hamir and his right-wing 

Likud Party of imposing im- 
possible conditions. 

“It’s a kind of euthanasia, a 
sweet death by strangulation of 
the process, 1 ' one diplomat 
told Reuters. 

Ten months after S hamir 
first prosposed Palestinian 
elections in the Israeli-occu- 
pied Gaza Strip and West 
Bank, there has been minimal 
progress on arranging even 
preliminary meetings to Hwnys 
how to hold a poll. 

The United States has prop- 
osed a meeting in Washington 
to lay the groundwork for a 
subsequent meeting in Cairo 
that would arrange the elec- 
tions. 

However, there are still 
Israeli-U.S. diffemces over 
that first meeting and S hamir 
has been uncompromising. 
This month he restated damns 
to the occupied territories and 
demanded tight restrictions on 
who could represent Palesti- 
nians at talks. 

S hamir ’s statements can be 
explained by his need to pla- 
cate critics in bis party before it 
meets Feb. 7. Bnt foreign 
observers have detected a 
more fundamental toughening 
of Israel’s positions. 

“During the last three or four 
months the stance has been har- 
dened,” said one diplomat, 
attributing it to resurgent self- 


confidence. “The mood has 
changed completely, not the 
reality.’ 

The change is attributed 
partly to increased security and 
the army’s greater ability to 
keep the 25-month-oki Palesti- 
nian uprising under control. 

But the most important fac- 
tor has been the flood of Soviet 
Jews into Israel, exceeding 
even the most optimistic gov- 
ernment predictions of just a 
few months ago. 

The rate has readied about 
5,000 a month and hundreds of 
thousands of Soviet Jews have 
stated the emigration process, 
alarming Palestinians and 
other Arabs. The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation’s 
(FLO) executive committee is 
due to meet in Tunis Monday 
to discuss the influx. 

Israelis who feared the com- 
bined Arab population of 
Israel and the occupied terri- 
tories would outnumber Jews 
early in the next centiny now 
believe Soviet emigration will 
eliminate the problem. 

Rather than surrendering 
the Gaza Strip and West Bank 
because of the demographic 
threat, Shamir now sees it as 
the land needed for die ex- 
panding Jewish population. 

Diplomats now believe . 
peace efforts are stalemated. 

Pales tinians have no alterna- 
tive but to continue and hope 
for progress. But they have 
foiled to convince much of the 
Israeli public of their ultimate 
readiness to live peacefully in a 
state alongside Israel. 

The Israeli government does 
not want to be haimeri for the 
collapse of peace efforts but is 
firmly convinced it has time on 
its side. 

“Likud has the intention to 
portray to the outer world 
there is a process going on... 
but they want to just keep it 
alive, nothing more,” said one 
of the foreign observers. 

Diplomats could imagine 
few developments that would 
reverse the trend and end the 
42-year-old Palestinian-Israeli 
struggle. 

Despite periodic govern- 
ment crises, most expect the 
mrrerif Likud-dominated coali- 
tion to survive. In the longer 
term, i! *fo«5 traditionally right- 


wing Soviet Jews will streng- 
then an uncompromising 
stance. 

Most diplomats see the Un- 
ited States, which gives Israel 
S3 billion in annual aid, as the 
only country able to push it 
into negotiations. 

A senior U.S. official said 
last week that Israel would be 
unlikely to get the extra aid it 
needed to cope with the Soviet 
influx if it vacillated over peace 
talks or tried to settle the new- 
comers in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

But diplomats think Palesti- 
nians are unrealistic to expect 
heavy U.S. p re s s ure on Israel 
for concessions which it says 
could threaten its existence. 

“I think it’s all pretty de- 
pressing," said a Euroepean 
diplomat ‘It’s difficult to see 
where it goes next.” 

Iranian «^»n 

Moscow should stop the flow 
of Soviet Jews to the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, a Tehran newspaper said 
Sunday. 

The Tehran Times said the 
Kr emKni was ignoring its mor- 
al responsibilities by allowing 
the Jews to emigrate to Israel. 

“The Zionist leaders are ex- 
plicitly using the East Euro- 
pean Jews to perpetuate their 
occupation of Palestinian 
lands,” said the newspaper, 
which is dose to the Iranian 
Foreign Ministry. 

Quoted by the Iranian news 
agency ERNA received in Cyp- 
rus, the Tehran Times said 
Moscow’s policy of allowing its 
Jewish citizens to leave the 
Soviet Union was acceptable 
and welcome. 

“(But) should... the free- 
dom of immigration for one 
group obstruct justice to others 
and curb their right of own- 
ership over their motherland?” 
die paper said in a reference to 
Arab and Western fears that 
the i mmigr a n ts would displace 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories. 

“By turning a Mind eye to 
such international and moral 
responsibility the Soviet lead- 
ership is . only- • di m pl i ng the 
prospect for the liberation of 
'Palestine.” 


Hostages alive in Beirut, 
British paper reports 


; LONDON (AP) — The Sunday 
Correspondent newspaper, quot- 
ing Iranian sources, reported 
Sunday that Western hostages 
held in Lebanon were alive. 

The report said the unnamed 
sources in Hizbollah, a fun- 
damentalist Shi'ite faction, had 
confirmed that the hostages, 
numbering 17 according to the 
-newspaper's information, are ’’fit 
and well.” 

The newspaper reported the 
. hostages are kept in small groups 
-and moved regularly from one 
safe house to another in west 
Beirut 

The front-page story quoted a 
.conversation beard by London- 
based reported Hala Jaber at a 
.wake she attended recently in 
; jBeinit of a Hizbollah member 
, killed in South Lebanon. 

The Lebanese-born jourenalist 
said she head a well-known Hiz- 
bollah member tell her unidenti- 
fied contact he had guarded hos- 
tages John McCarthy and Thomas 
Sutherland in the basement of a 
bouse in the southern suburbs of 
west Beirut 

The paper quoted the Hizbol- 
,-lah member as saying the guards 
had instructions to keep the hos- 
tages healthy. 

Most Western hostages in 
. Lebanon are believed to be held 


by factions of Hizbollah, which 
received financial support from 
Iran. 

Hizbollah wokis closely with 
units of the Iranian Revolution- 
ary Guards, stationed in Lebanon 
since Israel's 1982 invasiosn, to 
build infinence among the coun- 
try’s 1.5 million Shi’ites, Leba- 
non's largest sect. 

The longest held hostage is 
Terry Anderson, 42, chief Middle 
East correspondent of the Assori- ' 
ated Press, who was kidnapped 
on March 16, 1985. 

McCarthy, 33, a British televi- 
sion journalist, was kidnapped 
April 17, 1986 as he drove to 
Beirut import to flee the country. 

Scottish-born U.S. citizen, 
Sutherland, 57, the acting dean of 
agriculture at the American Uni- 
versity of Beirut, was abducted 
June 9, 1985. 

“This was not the usual Beirut 
talk, rumour mingled with spe- 
culation masquerading as fact,” 
Jaber wrote about the conversa- 
tion at the wake. 

“These were two friends, talk- 
ing privately after a funeral ion 
the heartland of Hizbollah. Nor 
did it seem likely that Hizbollah 
was deliberately leaking informa- 
tion; they could do that for more 
effectively tty sending a photo- 
graph or a videotape of the hos- 


tages to a Western news agency 
or a local newspaper.” 

The Sunday Correspondent 
said the conversation was con- 
firmed by a senior, unidentified 
member of HizboDah’s security 
network, who said McCarthy and 
Sutherland were held together. 

“They are in the same cell. All 
die other hostages are alive and 
well,” the newspaper quoted the 
source as saying. “They are not 
held in the same place for security 
reasons. They have been split 
into small groups in various parts 
of the suburbs." 

J3J Morrell, a televirion -jour- 
nalist who has campaigned for 
McCarthy’s release, said the re- 
port matched information she 
had received from French hos- 
tage Paul Kanffmann, who was 
freed in 1988, the Sunday Corres- 
pondent reported. 

“It is the most encouraging 
news we have had for a long time. 
There have been so many stories, 
but this one sounds as if makes 
sense,” the Sunday Correspon- 
dent quoted Morrell as saying. 

The newspaper quoted British 
govememnt sources as saying the 
report was “interesting and 
possible.” 

The Foreign Office had no 
comment. 



Death toll goes up 
in Tunisian floods 


Israel, 

E. Germany 
discuss 
diplomatic 
relations 
in Denmark 

TEL AVIV (AP) — An Israeli ] 
government representative left 
Sunday for preli mi nary talks with 
East German officials on estab- 
lishing diplomatic relations, the 
foreign minis try announced. 

A ministry official ' said the 
meeting had been requested by 
East Germany, which has never 
had diplomatic ties with Israel.. 

The foreign ministry also 
issued a statement praising the 
agreement last week between the 
Soviet and Israeli chambers of 
commerce to set up offices in 
each other’s country. 

The statement described 'the 
fact as “a milestone in tbe renew- 
al of commercial and econo mi c 
ties,” which have been severed 
for more than t hree decades, and 
said it hoped the agreement 
would lead to full diplomatic rela- 
tions. 

The Soviet Union and most 
Eastern bloc nations cut diploma- 
tic ties with Israel after the 1967 
Middle East war. The Soviets 
severed economic ties earlier to. 
express anger over Israel’s Suez 
Canal campaign against Egypt in 
the 1956 war. 

The statement also urged the 
Soviets to carry out an agreement 
providing for resumption of 
direct flights between the two 
countries by Israel’s El A1 airlines 
and Aeroflot, the Soviet national 
airline. The agreement, readied 
last December, has not yet been 
implemented by Moscow. 

The announcement on East 
Germany came two weeks after 
reports that quiet contacts were 
under way between the two sides. 
Israeli officials declined to con- 
firm the earlier reports. 

A foreign ministry official, who 
briefed reporters on condition of 
anonymity, said Sunday the talks 
were to take place in Europe, but 
declined to say where. Israel 
Radio reported that the talks 
were being held in Copenhagen. 

He said Israel was being repre- 
sented by Michael Shiloh, the 
ministry’s adviser on Jewish di- 
aspora affairs and a former con- 
sular official in Bonn. 

All Soviet bloc states except 
Romania severed diplomatic rela- 
tions with Israel in 1967. Hungary 
renewed ties last September, and 
Israeli officials expect Poland and 
Czechoslovakia to follow suit in 
the near future. 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s Parlia- 
ment Speaker Mahdi Karrubi 
Mid Sunday that a U.N. human 
rights investigation team current- 
ly in Tehran must be made aware 
of atrocities committed by an 
Iraq-based opposition group, 
Tehran Radio reported. 

The broadcast, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted him as saying 
that “we invite the human rights 
commission investigating human 
rights issues in Iran, to further 
become acquainted with the dirty 
and terroristic nature of the 
munafeqeen.” 

The Baghdad-based Iranian 
opposition group, Mujabedeen-e- 
Khalq, are referred to by Iranian 
officials and media as the 
mimafeqeexi, or hypocrites. 

Karrubi blamed the attempted 

hij acking of an Iranian aimnef 

Thursday on the Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalq, the radio reported. 

A united Nations human rights 
commission beaded by Salvado- 
rean envoy Reynaldo Galindo 
PoU ts on a week’s visit to Tehran 
to investigate human rights 
abuses there. 

The Mttjahedeea reported that 
he has been deluged by torture 
victims - and relatives of those 
.executed by the government and 
that they staged a three-day sit-in 
at the U.N. office in Tehran. The 
opposition group said this led to 


Sudan rebels to allow 
evacuation of Juba 


CAIRO ( AP) — The rebel Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) said it would stop shell- 
ing the capital of war-tom south 
Sudan Monday to allow evacuat- 
ing foreigners there. 

In a broadcast monitored in 
London Sunday, the rebels said 
the cease fi re was agreed upon 
during a meeting at the Ethiopian 
capital Addis Ababa with an un- 
named U.S. diplomat represent- 
ing the United States, Britain, 
and international relief agencies. 

It said the two rides agreed 
Friday that air evacuation from 
Juba should take place Monday 
from 0600 to 1800 local time. 

The broadcast was not specific 
but the only known foreigners to 
be in Juba are relief workers. 

The Sudanese government sus- 
pended international relief fli gh ts 
to war-affected areas in south 
Sudan in November, saying it 
took the measure guarantee the 
safety of relief workers. 

But it said Wednesday that it 
would allow international relief 
organisation to airlift 5,000 ton- 
nes of food donated by the Euro- 
pean Community from Nairobi, 
Kenya, to Juba. 

The Sudanese government also 
said it has given permission to the 
International Committee of the 


Red Cross (ICRC) to airlift relief 
supplies to Juba and rebel-held 
areas ami the ICRC said it hopes 
to begin relief Slights Monday. 

“Within that period, the 
SPLA would not shell Juba, nor 
would it shoot at the planes eva- 
cuating these foreigners,” the 
broadcast said. 

“Should any military plane fly 
into Juba at tones not within the 
specified hours, these agreements 
wfll be rendered null and void,” 
the broadcast warned. " 

Juba has been under periodic 
artillery bombardment from the 
rebels. 

Meanwhile, the broadcast said 
the rebels Tuesday captured the 
garrison town of Umm Dawrayn 
m southern Kordofan and 
assumed full control of the entire 
Umm Dawrayn district. 

“With the foil of Umm Daw- 
rayn garrison, the SPLA is now in 
full control of the whole of Umm 
Dawrayn district,” the broadcast 
said. 

Fighting between rebels and 
government forces has intensified 
m southern. Sudan. 

In addition to U mm Dawrayn, 
tiie rebels this year alone claim to 
have captured 11 goveniment- 
con trolled towns near Zaire and 
Uganda broders. 


Iran accuses dissident 
group of foiled hijack 


dashes with Revolutionary 
Guard policemen attempting to 
break up their protest. 

The official Islamic Republic 
.News Agency indirectly con- 
firmed the protest when they 
reported that a “similar” action 
was taken by victims of the Mu- 
jabedeen but that Pohl refused to 
meet them. 

The Mujahedeen said in a 
statement telexed from their 
Haghrfari ' headquarters* Sunday 
that Pohl was taken on a tour of 
the notorious Erin prison in 
north Tehran Thursday, but that 
the visit was stage-managed and 
the commission was barred from 
seeing the prison’s torture cham- 
bers, or meeting with prisoners. 

Amnesty International, the hu- 
man rights or ganisati on, said in 
its 198$ report that more than 
1,200 political prisoners were ex- 
ecuted in Iran 1988. 

Four aimed hijackers tried to 
take control of Iran Air flight 133 
during a domestic flight Thurs- 
day, according to Telman Radio. 

The report said alt four hijack- 
ers were killed m a mid-air Shoot- 
Out with sedffitygpar* mWbidi 
nooneofthepassengerswashurt. 
The radio referred to the hijack- 
ers as “Amcricam agents” who 
demanded to be flown to Iraq or 
Israel. 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Floods in 
southern Tunisia have killed at 
least 30 people and caused dam- 
age of more than $200 million, 
acc ordi ng to tiie official news 
agencyTAP. 

It said 27 people were still 
pisring after the floods, ca u sed 
by five days of torrential rain. It 
put damage estimates at 200 mil- 
lion dinars ($222 million). 

The floods are thought to have 
destroyed 13,000 homes, dam- 
aged another 23,000 and swept 
away at least 14,000 head of 
livestock. 

Extensive damage has been re- 
ported to roads, railways, forms 
and drinking wider supplies. In 
the Sidi Bouzid region affinals 
said some 500 wells were unusr 
able. 

Sunny weather since Friday has 
enabled relief supplies to be 
tyimn to most stricken areas in 
nine southern provinces but some 
villages are still marooned by 
floodwatecs. 

The Health Ministry said mea- 
sures were being taken to prevent 
outbreaks of disease. 

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia, 
exp r ess i ng his “deep pain” of the 
flooding in Tunisia, Saturday 
ordered the immediate transfer of 
$50 milHn n in aid to the country. 

The Saudi Press Agency distri- 
buted the text of the covering 
cable that Fahd sent to Tumstan 
President Zinc A1 Abkfine Ben 
AJi. 

As of Friday, the fioofc had 
killed 25 people and destroyed at 


least 15,850 homes. 

Expressing his condolences to 

the families of the dead, the king 
said tiie aid was meant to “ease 
the pom of those who are suffer- 
ing as a contribution from 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to 
confront expenses for relief 
wink.” 

Fahd had also sent $50 million 
in immedia te help to King Hassan 
of Morocco to combat damage 
from a maj or 63 spifl in early 
Januar y resulting from ah explo- 
sion in the frilly laden Iranian 
supertanker Khark 5. 

Protests 

Pro t esters angry at delays in aid 
after the floods have tried to 
storm government offices in the 
second such protest in a week, 
TAP said Sunday. 

About 500 people marched 
Saturday to local government 
offices in tire southwestern town 
of Nefta bnt security forces pre- 
vented them from seizing the 
buddings. 

The agency -said they then 
pelted the building with rocks, 
molested a local official -and set 
fire to a parked car. 

The government blamed Mus- 
lim fundamentalists for a_ pre- 
vious incident in the town of5idi 
Bouzid in which demonstrators 
attacked the local governor’s 
offices. 

Ben Ali admitted that conf- 
pfaints were legitimate when he 
dismissed the governor of Sidi 
Bouzid province. 


Saudi Arabia gives 
$1 2 m to Intifada 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia Saturday gave the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) $12 mSfion to support the 
two-year-old uprising in the 
Israeli-occupied territories, the 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) said. 

“The PLQ received 
$12,040,000... forNovember and 
December 1989,” PLO Ambassa- 
dor to Saudi Arabia Rafiq .Al 
Natsheh told SPA. 

He said Saudi Arabia, was the 
only Arab country fulfilling its 
obligations to the group. - 
- Riyadh has paid .the FLO 
avound$850. iuflfiottover the lots’ 


10 years tinder terms of pledges 
by Arab countries to help the 
FLO and Arab states on the 
frontline of conflict with Israel. 

Since January 1989, King Fahd 
ordered an extra $6 nrimori a 
month to help, finance the up- 
rising. 

'The summit conference of the 
Arab League , hosted by Algeria 
in June 1988, pledged a one-shot 
donation of $128 million for foe 
intifada plus a monthly payment of 
$43 millio n fin as long as it lasted. 

The PLO has often complained 
‘ that Arab- countries - are. not 
/paying .their contributions/-^ . 


DFLP says fighter 
missing after battle 


BEIRUT (AP) — The Democra- 
tic Front for the liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) bas raid one of 
its fighters was missing after a 
dash with Israeli troops and 
allied militiamen in South Leba- 
non Friday. . 

A communique distributed in 
Beirut late Saturday by the DFLP 
identified the mfaamg guerrilla as 
Mohammad Habanjar, a 19-year- 
old Lebanese who joined the 
group in 1988. 

The DFLP claimed in previous 
communiques that a raiding guer- 
rilla squad that allegedly 
ambushed an Israeli army patrol 
in Israel’s self-designated “secur- 
ity zone” Friday had returned 
safely to base. 

“But a later check has estab- . 
fished that comrade Mohammad 
Habanjar, code namedAtm Sam- 
ra, was not among the re turning 
fighters," Saturday’s communi- 
que said. 

The PLO faction, which is 
headed by NayefHawatmeh, said 
it held Israel “responsible for any 
harm that befalls the missing 
comrade.” 

Israeli sources said Israeli- 
backed Lebanese militiamen m 
South Lebanon captured an 
armed Palestinian guemQa head- 
ingtowazds Israel Saturday. 

They said members of the 
South Lebanon Army who cap- 
tured the man said be lad an 
automatic rifle and belonged to 
the DFLP. 


The . DFLP had claimed foal 
nine Israeli soldiedrs were hither 
killed or wounded in the alleged 
ambush and ensuing battles as die 
raiders, whose number was not 
mentioned, fought their way out 
of the "security zone” 

Also. Saturday, tiie Axnal mfli - 
tia claimed responsibility for a 
roadside bomb and a land min e 
that exploded five hours apart in 
tiie “security zone” Friday. 

The damn came in a brief Amal 
communique issued in the south- 
ern port aty of Tyre, without any 
elaboration. 

Security sources had said three 
Israeli soldiers were wounded in 
the blasts near Baraachit, a vil- 
lage that houses the command of 
the Irish battalion of the U.N. 
peacekeeping force in South 
Lebanon. 

The area of operations of the 
nine-nation U.N. force overlaps 
with the “security zone” that 
Israel carved out in 1985, when it 
withdrew the bulk of its occupa- 
tion army three years after invad- 
ingLebanon. 

The zone, which has a pre- 
dominantly Shi’ite population, is 
10 to 16 kilometres deep, stretch- 
ing from the Mediterranean coast 
■to the slopes of Mount Hennon. 

It is controlled by the South 
Lebanon Army, a mostly Christ- 
ian militia of 3,500 men armed, 
trained and funded by Israel, 
assisted by an estimated 1,500 
Israeli troops. 
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2*29 — Cairo CRJ 

2 «s DuteLMmratbo) 


1*99 

1*15 - 

1*90 

1*49 

•ias 


.... Kuwait ( 
■ Bucharest ( 

— TtipolM 


Vppci/kjwer price in 

Apple 

Banana ... __ 

Banana (Mnkffliarj~~;' 

Carrot - 

Cnffloaer .Z” 

(huge) . 


Other FflgMe-(Tennhwl a) Orange 

96sl5 ... ......... — ...Lfeodon/BA) Pepper i 

9*15 JBdrinftffit Potato 

lfc» fteaktoW . Raddfe 

MS55 Cano (MS) 

UM— BaghdadflA) 

1*48 AMlPM£^tafa fGrt . -Tomato. 


Grapefruit".']^ 

iMnutg __ 

0“°“ Igreca j .*'! 
Oraqge .... 


Raddbh ...... 


Sk per kg. 
420 / 380 
450 / 400 
400 / 330 
750 / 650 ■ 
90/60 
230/180 
150/ ICO - 
300/250 
500/440 
550/500 
140/100 
720 / 620 ■. 
200 / 160; 
220/190- 
250/200 
<20/350- 
280 / 240 
220/180 
200/160 . 
330 /Z70- 

700/600 
700/600"- 
220/180 ' 
120/100 
45&/40&- 
T9Q /140 
. i70/i4a: : - 
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fiK 1 ,000 schools needed in 
next 1 0 years — ministry 
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Five envoys present 



AMMAN (l.T.) - nv*««* 
ftppotsterf ttbaaiadm » Jontea 
pwamd M g wfeo 
tiite » Hte Majorty KfagJiwicio 
« H|Hft fr crefa ttte* hdttfa 
the mana «t Ofaf ef dw 
Rfiyu Comt Shtttf ZM Ban 
Shake*. tha Kferit pofitfca? adrf- 

tor Adorn At* OdefeTofet 
Chambering Pt fa ct Ra'd Ben 
2Wd art Deputy Prfafa Wnfcfar 
*dl^i|qMwMariiMAl 


Ite new ambassador* are 
Abdallah Jttbara of Svdau, 
Cbw* DtUn* or Oust. At 
T^peb AMU Ratals of Filet- 
fate, Taroq Kb*s Hreadi Of Fkkto 
IM Mtf TMhydd Nooa ya aa of 
***; TV aimed too bind 
picked fee i w n f b w wf t of 

Wftn Ott M riBMi a w^ m the 


^ Two Jordanians 
missing in Kuwait 


AMMAN (fora) — Two JdHb- 
nisu otnscw lame been mportad 

nmiag m Kcran tod «mtf> 

security authorises have t wfr 
cfccd a vide scale a v ta ti i lioo » 
find them, aettxdmf to Jordan's 
Acbaralor to Kraut Nabil AJ 
Talhouni. 

TaUtousi. who did not name 
the two dtuew. said they were 


test toes cfafe days ajo taking a 
arete near the island of Fetes off 
fee Kuwaiti oocl Search open- 
boot were oontfatrigg bat no 
trace of tbo two aua was brad, 
Koordni » TaBmei. 

TUhomn said that the Fbrwga 
Mfaatiy a Amman had been 
informed of the issue. 


AMMAN (Fwa) —'TV M» 
uy of Cdocsooo is in need of k 
lean 1,000 more schools m the 
next ten years fa order id cope 
with the raphfly footariag nsa 
ber of students, accorang to 
ministry Secretary •General 
Mumher A1 MV. 

‘Schools in Jordan rece ive 
30,000 mate and female near sen- 
dents every year end this requires 
mare space and more daana to 
give them a proper education," 
Masri toW a visiting education 
delegation from Kuwait. 

He said that plain had been 
made for brildfag 430 schools in 
die first stage and the rest would 
be constructed is two stages* 

According to Masri. a total of 


200 sc hools in Jordan provide 
framing on computers and the 
ministry wants to reread this to 
aB schools in the nam e. 

He aakHta in a ccord a nce with 
—dntiflBi taken by the first 
National Educational Conference 
held fa 1987. voc ati o n a l educe- 

'Q£q S04 OCMQfMtfCif tCMnQOC htd 

been introduced is fee curricula 
as eompnhory subjects for aD 


Masri rev ie w ed with the visit- 
ing uy taken 

fa ovexVU tV atenzkm svstcin 
fa (he Kingdom and said that s 
fatal of 32s seaebera were now 
receiving advanced training 
courses to hdp in the effort fa 
overhaul the system. . 


NATIONAL NEWS W BRIEF 


TUNISIAN MINISTER LJEAVE& Tunisian Minister of Culture 
and Information Al Bihih Bui Eras left- Amman Sunday at the 
conduskm of a t hre e- da y visit to Jordan. Doing the visit, die 
Tnninan official dehvared a rootage from Tunisian President Zinc 
Al Abadfae Ben AM fa His Majesty King Hussein dealing with the 
developments in ibe Arab a re nas their 

i mpact o n Arabias aca inrh tdmg the fo ettfac question. The 
Tunfaian offical tho dfeauwi wfthrevesfa acaaior offici als me w s 
to bister bBaieral r^atiovM (Petra). - 

WEST BANK COUJEOE APHJGANTB: The Ministry of 
Higher Education ta sem memoranda to all corn m n n t y concept 
in Jordan instructing them fa consider applications from Treat 
Bank students who passed the tawphi marnmation in 1989 and 
earlier from Sunday and no later than Feh. I, Ministiyof Higher 
Education source* said. These colleges, the sources added, would 
choose students m accordance with their a v erages and available 
seats. The names of accepted stud en ts wflf be published in local 
papers no later than Feb. 5 (Petra). 

INTERNATIONAL BOOK EXHIBITION: Tho second Amman 
International Book Exhibition will open Feb. 20 with the paitidpa- 
tion of representatives of a large number of publication houses, 
instit u tions, as well as Arab and Joreipi u nfaanMo. The exhibi- 
tion win cover about 25 topics of soeoce and culture with about 
1-25 minion books. Jordanian and Arab spo ri a fo ti wffl hold 
cultural activitie s and s emm a rs on^fae sfa Wfa esof the exh ibi t io n. 
The exhibition b regarded a eoaudetioe of die first exhibition held 
last year under the pat ron age of His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan (Petra). ‘ 

JORDAN GIVES IVUO 8APUNGS: Tim kfinhtzy of Agriod- 
ture has presented 30,000 pine not savings to the bid Ministry of 
Aadctdcore. This stqp is port of cooperation between are ministries 
in Iraq and Jordan fa develop agriculture mboft countries (Petra). 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

77ur following listings are aympikti torn oxtatbfy bulletins and 
the daBy Arabic pnss. Rcadets are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


* A lecture, fa Arabic, by Dr. 
‘Wereocncar fa Jordan — • past u 
Shaman Foundation - ktt pjl 


Al Sharjah entitled 
-al Abduir 


* A French Sn mtided “U 
Cafeurl Cadre — fctt pJL 


Denier Metre** at the French 



Jordan’s agriculture potential 
gets international exposure 


By Sum Atlyeh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Jordan has a high 
potential to penetrate the 
European market with iu high- 
quality agricultural produce, 
but (next is a dire need for 
intense efforts to modernise 


and shipping in the Kingdom, 
according fa agricultural ex- 
perts. 

With the first-ever brood 
participation in what is billed 
as the biggest agricultural ex- 
hibition m the world, Jorda- 
nian exporters have been 
offered a chance to learn what 
the European market requires 
iq quantity as well as quality 
upon arrival. A team of 10 
Jordanian exporters — eight of 
them from , the private sector 
and two reoreseoang the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Organisa- 
tion (AMO) — is partia{Mting 
in the annual intentional 
Green Week Berlin in West 
Germany which opened 
Friday. 

The exhibition is expected to 
draw more than half a million 
viators from all parts of the 
j world, according to an official 
from tire Agricultural Market- 
ing Development Project 
(AMDP) funded by the United 
States Agency for Internation- 
al Development (USAID). 

The AMDP is a major finan- 
cier of the Kingdom's parti- 
dpation in the event, and the 
west German Agenc y f or 
Technical Cooperation (GTZ) 
is paying for Jordan’s 60 square 
metre space at the 74,000- 
square-metre exhibition 
grounds. 

According to Jamil 
Znrokat, the AMDP coordi- 
nator who is working closely 
with the AMO — a govern- 
ment agency — high-quality 
vegetables grown in the Jordan 
Valley are the main items on 
display at the Kingdom’s stall. 

Zunrikat told the Jordan 
Times that the AMO bad 
already shipped four loads of 
vegetables, a tonne each, to 
the exhibition. The AMO 
bought the produce from the 
exporters and handled the 
packaging and delivery to West 
Germany. 

Mostly displaying green and 
hot pepper, racumDeirs, toma- 


toes, green beans, eggplants, 
zuchmi, oranges, lemons, as 
well » samples of carnations, 
the Jordanian delegation ex- 
pects to benefit a great deal 
from Green Week, scheduled 
fa last until Feb. 4. 

"This is the first high-scale 
private sector participation in 
such an internationaily-re- 
nowned exhibition of agri- 
cultural products," said 
Munther Azar, project officer 
of tire AMDP. 

“We expect Jordanian ex- 
porters to make deals with 
German and European impor- 
ters,” Azar said. 

According to one exporter 
taking part in the event, 
Mohammad Atiyeh, Green 
Week gives exporters a chance 
to study the German and Euro- 
pean market. 

"This is a good opportunity 
for us to learn methods in 
marketing our agricultural pro- 
ducts in Europe; bow to grade, 
package and deliver the pro- 
efrtee in an outstanding ; manner 
in order to compete with other 
exporting countries," Atiyeh 
smd. 

He added that the agricultu- 
ral equipment on display 
would give the Jordanian parti- 
cipants an idea of modern and 
up-to-date machinery that 
could be useful in agriculture 
here. 

The acting chief of party of 
AMDP and agricultural eco- 
nomist, Doyd Brown, told the 
Jordan Times tint the Jorda- 
nian participants not only have 
the opportunity to display their 
products and formulate possi- 
ble contracts with German and 
European importers but also a 
good chance to learn what the 
European market requires. 

“Through Green Week, 
they (exporters) will better 
understand the European qual- 
ity and standards of produce 
required by the importers. 
They will also gel an idea 
about the tinting of market 
windows — a specific period of 
time when certain products are 
needed in that part of the 
world,” Brown said. 

He noted that there was a 
very large market for agricultu- 
ral produce in Em ope, “espe- 
cially at this time of year (win- 
ter), where Europe imports 
large quantities of produce.” 


Jordan can compete 

Brown asserted that Jordan 
was in a position to actively 
compete with other countries 
for the European market be- 
cause of the quality which the 
country's produce. 

According to Brown, a ma- 
jor problem lies in post-har- 
vesting procedures: packaging, 
sorting, grading and shipping. 
He died the management of 
exports as another problem 
facing Jordanian exporters. 

“Exporters should be able to 
identify the markets, manage 
the production and post-pro- 
duction handling to ensure that 
the quality product arrives the 
destination in an orderly, time- 
ly fashion," Biown said. 

He added that Jordanian ex- 
porters do not have enough 
experience in expor tin g, espe- 
cially to European buyers, 
“who have very specific regula- 
tions and high standards.” 

Brown said that the exporters 
were more accustomed to tra- 
ditional markets, such as the 
Arabian Gulf states. “This is 
also changing^ now. There is a 
lot more competition in the 
Gulf now, which requires Jor- 
dan to improve their export 
management quality,” he said. 

The Jordanian delegation to 
Green Week will have the. 
opportunity fa understand the 
European market, especially 
that every hotel room in Berlin 
has been “extremely" booked 
for participants and visitors to 
the event, according to one of 
the delegation's organisers 
from AMDP 

She said that after the ex- 
hibition ends, the delegation is 
scheduled to take a five-day 
guided tour to tire major agri- 
cultural areas in Germany, in- 
cluding Frankfurt, Munich and 
Dusseldorf. . 

The oigamscr said that more 
than just agricultural produce 
will be displayed. “We are also 
displaying Jordanian hand- 
woven rugs, baskets, brass and 
other local handicrafts. There 
is also a model present at the 
exhibition wearing Jordanian 
traditional dress,” tire said. 

The organiser added that the 
delegation would benefit from 
participating in three separate 
forums on agricultural policy, 
fruits and vegetables and on 
flowers and horticulture. 


Merchants push demand 
for higher profit margins 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Supply Merchants Associa- 
tion Sunday famed a statement in 
support of their demand that the 
margja of profit on imported pro- 
ducts shook! be 22 per cent rather 
than remain at 15 per cent set by 
tire government last year. 

The statement said the increase 
m prices does not mean that “it is 
pure profit but it win cover trans- 
port and administrative costs, re* 
oigentioa, storage and other ex- 
peases.” 

The satrmrnl came in reply to 
demands made by the Minister of 
Supply to the association to reduce 

Cote* to tire national effort to 


reduce the soaring cost of living 
in Jordan. The association had 
earlier urged the Ministry of 
Supply to fix prices on all food 
Supplies still lying in the minis- 
try’s warehouses because much of 
dir products would go bad with 
time - However, the statement 
said that tire association would 
accept the present arrangement 
for 15 per cent profit until a joint 
governcrent-parliamentaiy com- 
mittee bad completed its inves- 
tigation into tire whole issue and 
readied a compromise solution. 

The statement said that cir- 
cumstances beyond the associa- 
tion's control, such as a rise in the 
prices of commodities in the 


country of origin and a rise in tire 
exchange rate of tire U.S. dollar 
were bdiind tire hike in prices Of 
all imported commodities. 

The association estimates tire 
price hike between 90 and 100 per 
cent based on tire exchange rate 
of the dollar, which was 
worth 340 fils be: ■ 1989 and is 
now ^00 fils, the element said. 

In addition, the stjtemcnt said, 
the government has, since 
November 19S9, imposed a two 
per cent extra duty on imported 
goods, including food supplies 
imported from Western Euro- 
pean countries, while the Euro- 
peans have no« removed all sub- 
sidics on exported goods. 


APC 



record 

output 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arab 
Potash Company (APC) plant 
in Gfaarr A! Safi recorded an 
all-time high production figure 
for any single day Friday, when 
5,010 metric tons were pro- 
duced, according to the plant's 
deputy director-general, Nas- 
ser Sadoun. 

Potash production had pre- 
viously reached an on-time hi gh 
last year when production in- 
creased from 1,309,627 metric 
tons in 1988 to 1,320,444 met- 
rick tons in 1989. 

The plant, which has been 
operating since 1983, hopes to 
produce 1,400,000 metric tons 
in 1990. Sadoun said during a 
tour of the plant by diplomats 
and journahsts. 

APC Managing-Director Ali 
Nsour said last week that pro- 
fits had increased by S5 millio n 
in 1989, up from S120 in 1988 
fa $125 in 1989. He said that 
the increase in earnings in 1989 
was a result of a rise in interna- 
tional potash prices and the 
devaluation of the Jordanian 
dinar. 

Potash cost $67 a tonne in 
1987, but tire figure rose to $95 
a too in 1989, Sadoun said. 
He said that the estimated 
price of potash on the interna- 
tional market should be no 
lower than $90 in 1990. He 
added that tire price of potash 
depended largely on the output 
of the main producers of 
potash namely the USSR, 
Canada, West Germany and 
East Germany. 

While Jordan and Canada 
(for example) utilise very Kttle 
of the potash that they pro- 
duce, the USSR accounts for 
23 per cent of potash utilised 
worldwide. North America, 
Western Europe and Asia con- 
sume between 16 and 17 per 
cent each and Eastern Europe 
consumes about 10 per cent. 

An average of 33 per cent of 
APCs sales go to India, and 
about 22 per cent to China 
while tire rest is sold to Italy, 
France and several Asian 
countries. 

Potash, a widely used ferti- 
liser ingredient, accounts for 
about 20 per cent of Jordan’s 
exports. 

The company, which started 
out in 1983 with a high percen- 
tage of non- Jordanian white 
and bine collar staff, today 
employs over 1,300 people, 80 
per cent of them Jordanian. 

According to Sadoun, the 
company hopes to begin mak- 
ing profits as of 1991, after the 
company's $60 million accumu- 


compaz 
lated k 


losses are covered and is 
expected to invite bids for a 
new refinery line in early 1991. 


(Gantinred from page I) 

stand fast against U.S. pressu r es 
for “concessiCHtf^cra Middle East 
peace issues and threatened to 
resign from his job if be lores as 
upcoming party vote of confi- 


It is “sdtf understood that if the 
top institution of l, And doesn’t 
accept tire policy of Likud’s lead- 
er, men I can no longer fin this 
position,” Shamir, who beads tire 
right-wing Likud bloc, smd in a 
pre-recorded interview broadcast 
on army radio. 

The Likud meeting has been 
called for Feb. 7 by central com- 
mittee chairman and Industry 
Mmisier Arid Sharon to debase 
bis objections fa Israel's plan fa 
bold dectious. . 

Saturday's threat was the 
second time this week.Sbanrir has 


be would no t suffice with a rejec- 
tion of Sharon’s recommenda- 
tions. 

The uaitY m fi i fhti i H f has tem- 
porarily set back Baker’s efforts 
to arrange a meeting cf the Egyp- 
tian,' Americ an and Israeli fore- 
ign uutisteri fa Washington. 

Baker’s pfaimcd meeting is 
supposed to set die stupe for the 
serf Israefi-Patesoman dra- 
in Cairo. 

_ 'S*id that “this meeting, 

(in Washington) as h known, will 
net yet be held. ' There is no point 
to boiefing dds meetfe| untfl it is 
dear that potifioitt of the sides 
are dose enough to allow a fore- 
ign minkfaff meeting that wiU 
end fa agreed derations.’ 1 


on and his lobby known as the 
“constrtfau^ miftkter* ,, *MTeeds 
m pi yki mfamg party support for 
Israel's dan. 

This mrie« Shamir added he 
would insist on a separate vote 


- Taming to another thorny 
fame, Shamir raid bMhankfag 
American officiate have assured 
hiss that the admmutrazioo of 
Prctident George Bush never an- 


ifow fa r; assist- 

asee to Israel. 

“lambappyabouttberertatc- 
meats. T dosrt think there is room 
for any pressure,” Shamir said. 


‘Gorbachev not under threat’ 


{Con tinu ed from page 1) 
have mourned fa recent weeks. 

Tire Communist Party in the 
Baltic Republic of Utbaania has 
broken with its Moscow com- 
rades fa a campaign for independ- 
ence, and long-ominering ethnic 
hatreds and territorial disputes 
have boiled over into open war- 
fare fa the southwestern Cau- 
casus region. Gorbachev ordered 
troops into the Azerbaijani capit- 
al of Baku to crush an armed 
takeover by Azerbaijani 
nationalists. 

In fate written comments, She- 
vardnadze said secession of some 
of the Soviet Union's independ- 
ence-minded republics would not 
only cause mihtary , political and 
economic problems for them but 
could “result fa a major destabi- 
lisation of the existing interna- 
tional structure.” 

M It is in no one’s interest to see 
thte happen, ” the foreign minister 
said fa his written response. 

"The problems of inter-ethnic 
relations are so delicate and 
sensitive that one should avoid 
any outside interference fa the 
process of their development. 


Otherwise, one can provoke un- 
predictable repercussions," he 
wrote. 

Shevardnadze, whose home re- 
public of Soviet Georgia is among 
those with an active nationalist 
movement, was practically un- 
known outride the Soviet Union 
before Gorbachev plucked him 
from his post as Georgian Com- 
munist Party, chief fa replace 
veteran Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko shortly after Gor- 
bachev rose to power fa March 
1985. 

With a warm smile and pensive 
manner, Shevardnadze, who 
marked his 62nd birthday last 
week, has reshaped the image of 
Soviet foreign policy molded for 
three decades by Gromyko's 
stony countenance. 

Almost from the beginning, 
Shevardnadze showed a willing- 
ness to negotiate not from a 
standpoint of class struggle but 
from Gorbachev's “new think- 
ing,” which asserts that world 
problems can be resolved through 
international cooperation, dis- 
armament and attention to "hu- 
man values.” 


DISTINGUISHED JOB 
OPPORTUNITY 

A leading office in Amman is seeking to employ 
a female translator with the following qualifica- 
tions: 

1. University degree. 

2. Excellent command of both Arabic and En- 
glish. 

3. Typing, in both Arabic and English, using an 
IBM personal computer. Knowledge of Word- 
star Word Processing is a plus. 

4. Minimum of 3 years experience. 

Working hours are from 9:30-5:00. Salary and 
other fringe benefits, according to qualifications. 

Kindly send resume with a recent photo 
to: 

P.O. Box 7111 
Amman, Jordan 

Applications must be received no' later than 
Feb. 15, 1990. 


Arab panel to meet 
in Tunis on intifada 


TUNIS (Petra) — A seven-mem- 
ber Arab League team will open 
a meeting here Feb. 5 to resume 
world-wide efforts to mobilise 
public opinion in support of the 
Palestinian people's intifada in 
the occupied Arab territories and 
to expose Israel's inhuman prac- 
tices against the population. 

A statement issued by the Arab 
League headquarters here said 
that the foreign ministers of Jor- 
dan, T unisia , Algeria, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Iraq. Syria and Egypt as well 
as the head of the Political De- 
partment of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) and the 
Arab League's secretary-general 
would hold plan new moves on 
the international level in general 
and contacts with members of the 
U.N. Security Council in particu- 
lar concerning the situation in the 
occupied Arab lands. 

“The meeting will mark the 


start of a pan-Arab action de- 
signed 10 serve the Palestinian 
cause and to give momentum to 
the current efforts to convene an 
international peace conference 
on the Middle East,** according 
to Farouk A! Kaddoumi. head of 
the PLO's Political Department. 

He said that the offensive was 
aimed ar ensuring the rights qf 
the Palestinians in thei: home- 
land and to end Israel's oppr-*.- 
sive practices in the %c*!.-ied 
lands. 

The seven-member - .^nunee, 
which was set up in 1 ' : . toured 
several European countries and 
the United States in its drive to 
support the Palestinian people’s 
cause. Kaddoumi said that ifa. 
question of Soviet Jewish im- 
migration to Palestine would be 
on the agenda of the committee 
meetings. 


JPMC pays JD 40m 
Income tax for 1989 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Income 
Tax Department Sunday 
announced that it had received a 
cheque of JD 40 million from the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines Com- 
pany (JPMC) as a first instalment 
due on its profits for 1989. 

The department said that the 
company win pay the remaining 
JD 10 million in incomq tax next 
month. The cheque was handed 
to the department by JPMC 
Director-General Wascf Azar. 

According to Azar, Jordan, 
which is the third biggest rock 
phosphate exporter, earned a re- 
cord $434 million from its highest 
ever exports of the fertiliser- base 
last year. 


“1989 was a record year fc ro 
all angles,” Azar said fa an fat r- 
view with Reuters news ageocy 
earlier this month. 

Azar said JPMC exported 6.4 
million tonnes of phosphate last 
year, compared with 5.8 million 
tonnes fa 1988. He expected that 
the company would increase 
earnings this year and hoped to 
boost exports to Eastern Euro- 
pean countries trying to imple- 
ment iefora that would lead t. . 
freer markets. 

Azar said that phosphate pro- 
duction would increase to 10 Or 
U mi 1 lion tonn*** •> vear bv the j 
...J oi the ecu. ... 


Police apprehend 
counterfeit group 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A four-mem- 
ber group, including a citizen 
from another Arab country, was 
apprehended by the police fa 
Amman while trying to sell a 
large amount of forged Iranian 
currency, a local dafiy reported 
Sunday. 

A report fa Al Dustour Arabic 
daily Sunday said that police 
found 37,820,000 Iranian “tu- 
mans” fa the possession of the 
group before it was able to peddle 
them fa local money markets. 

According to the report, 
which quoted Ismail Ragheb, 
the attorney general in Amm- 
an, investigation into the 


group is continuing. The report 
said the Public Security Depart- 
ment’s (PSD) office fa charge of 
counterfeiting and drugs first 
learned about the case when it 
was tipped by an informer about 
one of the four carrying a sub- 
stantial amount of the counterfeit 
money and trying to exchange it 
for a piece of land. It said that the 
non-Jordanian Arab had been 
working as a bus driver betw.en 
Jordan and neighbouring coun- 
tries and that was how he whs 
able to smuggle in the money. It 
said that the money was hidden m 
the garden of a house belonging 
to one of the group. 


PRESENTS 




to all our members 
The latest 20 films shown now in the USA & Europe] 
Available for hire or sale on VHS & BTX. 


1- Back to the Future ii 

2- Sea of Love 

3- Look Who's Talking 

4- Breaking In 

5- Miles from Home 

6- Rude Awakening 

7 - Best of the Best 

8- When the Whales Came 

9- Dealers 

10- Arena 


it- Cookie 
\ 2 - Romero 

13- Wired 

14- Spy 

15- Quaramme 

16- New York Stones 

17- Adv Of Milo & Otis 

18- Jekyll & Hyde 

19- Red King While Night 

20- Cat Chaser 


New Best Sellers Releases: 

1- Small Sacrifice - 4 hrs. 

2 - Ttli We Meet Again - 4 hrs. 

3- Cross of Fire - 4 hrs. 

4- Act of Will - 4 hrs. 

5- Drug Wars (Camarena Story) - 5 hrs. 

| Our library consists of over 5550 titles including a huge| 
selection of children tapes available for hire or sale. 

Superb Quality & Latest Movies are Our Speciality. 


Please join: 

JVTC 


Grindhtys Centre 
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House in order 


THE strong interest shown by members of the Lower House 
of Parliament in discussing at length the draft budget law 
can be easily explained by the organic link between the 
budget and the economic and fiscal woes of the country. 
There is no doubt that bread and butter issues in these 
difficult times are uppermost on the minds of all Jor danians , 
and it is therefore natural that their elected representatives 
attempt to reflect these concerns during the deliberations of 
the past two days. Judging by speeches made in the House, 
the rising high cost of bring and growing unemployment 
have received the lion’s share of the parliamentarians’ 
concerns, and rightly so, we think- There is dearly an 
urgent need to address these two mqjor economic problems 
although the budget for 1990 does not appeal to offer any 
immediate panacea for either. 


Equally pressing is bow to handle past errors of judge- 
ment and sometimes gross mkhamflSng of the Jordanian 
economy and fiscal policies. Many parliamentarians want to 
establish in the dearest posable terms the connection 
between the pofides and actions of former gove rnments and 
officials and the existing economic and fiscal policies in 
order to begin the process of holding them accountable for 
the mess we are facing today. No one in the country would 
want to hush up previous mqjor grave commissions or 
omissions, least of all the .newly-elected parimment which 
now has an opportunity ' of a lifetime to its 

credibility as genuine spokesmen of its constituency. 

But important and pressing as all these issues are, the 
Kingdom has still to reckon a realistic and meaningful way 
to deal with the number one economic and fecal challenge, 
namely, the huge external debt problem. Perhaps it is 
v propitious now to introduce imaginative and bold views on 
ow best to ded with the grave danger to Jordan’s economy 
^and fiscal situation. It is dot far-fetched nor self-defeating to 
echo pace again what some parliamentarians have proposed 
as a way out of the debt problem: To make a more 
determined effort to write off such a debt or most of it in 
exchange for the Implementation of some domestic policies 
tht are geared towards solving Jordan’s economic, social 
and environmental problems. 

Whether Jordan would succeed in dim mating most of its 
external debt by perseverance and with the consent of 
creditor nations is only part of the picture. But whereas it is 
relevant to try such policy with the hope that the response of 
the international community would be favourable, it is 
nevertheless incumbent on us to start by getting our act 
together and put our own bouse in order. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra*i Arabic daily on Sunday again discussed the question of 
Jewish immigration to Palestine and referred to Israel's new 
campaign to advocate the idea of Jordan serving as homeland for 
the Palestinians. The paper said His Majesty King Hussein's 
warning about the Jewish immigration came to point oat to the 
Arab Nation and the world at large the real dimension of the 
danger inherent in Israel's plans to drive out the Palestinian Arabs 
from their homeland and to settle the Jews in their land. The 
paper also referred to Shamir’s declaration that Israel will be 
transformed into a greater Israel with the arrival of a million Jews 
and this indicates that there will be a new expansion at the 
expense of the Arab Nation. Israel is Palestine; and this is a fed 
known to the whole world* which realises that it is Israel which 
continues to occupy Arab territory and to colonise it, stealing away 
Arab homes, lands and water resources, the paper noted. What 
the Israeli extremists dream of, said the paper, is but an illusion and 
madness which can never become a reality thanks to national 
unity in Jordan and the determination of the Arab Nation to 
thwart all Israeli expansionist plans. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Sunday calls on the Civil 
Service Commission which processes applications for employment 
in government offices to take into consideration the economic and 
social status of people in the course of appointing them in their 
posts. Fakhri Eawar says that he knows of a case in which a 
married woman has been wailing for employment for more than 
two years after graduating from a community college where she 
studied computer, and still has no job despite her applications at 
the Oyil Service Commission and government and private sector 
offices. He says that the husband is sick and his JD 80 a month is 
barely sufficient for his medicine; and she desperately needs a job 
to support the five-member family. The writer notes that the CSvil 
Service Commission todate has been processing applications in 
terms of qualifications, giving priority to those who send in their 
applications first; but he says the commission should look into the 
living conditions and social status of an applicant before filling the 
position, because certain groups in society are really in need of 
work to live . The writer says that in view of the unemployment in 
Jordan and the lack of sufficient jobs, one should give more 
attention to less fortunate people rather than offer jobs to the 
more fortunate. 


A! Dnstonr Arabic daily on Sunday discussed a report by the 
Lower House of Parliament’s financial committee on the conn- 
try’s 1990 fiscal budget. The paper noted that the debate in 
Parliament has been going on with objectivity and a sense of Hi gh 
responsibility ; and that the figures given were found! by deputies 
to be realistic. The paper said that any criticism here and there 
and any objection to parts of the minister of finance’s report on 
the budget, can only indicate a good and healthy sign of 
democracy, and that all the legislative as well as the executive 
authorities are involved in a process to serve the national 
interests. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 


The law governs rights, duties of citizens 

^ ^ ^ neonle. especially to the ones 


IT IS rather interesting but alarming to see bow many Jordanian 
“thinkers” discuss the relations between Jordanian of various 
origins in a complete legal void. It so happens that Jordan is a 
modern state that applies contemporary guidelines and norms to 
define its own citizenship phenomenon on par with all contempor- 
ary societies *nd peoples across the entire world. To treat and 
debate the status of Jordanians of Palestinian origin in t he 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan according to emotional bursts or 
whims, unrelated to the rule of law, is utterly ridiculous and 
dangerous. One of the main features and attributes of mo dem 
statehood is the application of the rule of law in determining 
relations between the state and its citizens on the one hand and 
the relationships between, the citizens themselves on the other. To 
hear a political scientist in Jordan defining such relationship on - 
ardriaebatis or on criteria that belong to bygone days and times is 

most disturbing. . . 

This is not to suggest that fee meaning ana implications of 
rfriwmshfp should be rendered empty or shallow by citizens who 
profess loyalty to another country and express readiness to 
forsake their citizenship duties and rights for alien ones that are 
not compatibe with their own true sense of citizenship. Rather it is 
a call for the resort to the rule of law to govern such a regime. 
Citizens .whatever their roots and origins axe, are not and should 
never be regarded or treated as herds that can be denied their 
citizenshi p rights and obligations by arbitrary means. Perhaps the 
time to sift through individuals or even peoples applying for 
citizenship rights and obligations is right at the start, before they 
are granted such citizenship. Bnt once they are accorded such 
rigjhts and obligations in accordance with the law, then any 
retraction of these rights and duties shall be executed through the 
due process of the law. 

As a matter of fact there is hardly a country in the world which 
does not suffer or rather has not experienced hardships connected 


with new citizens and their o ff spri ngs. Hus phenomenon is no 
longer confined to immigrant-oriented countries such as the U-S- , 
fanada or Aust ralia, but has affected the rest of the co mmun ity 
nf countries that have been forced to liberalise th e ir immigration 
policies. One wonders if Irish Americans for example can be 
viewed as less Americans or Canadians or Australians simply ^ 
because they still entertain nostalgic feelings towards their native 
country or even because they lend support to the “Irish intifada” 
in Northern Ireland. And what applies to- the Irish can apply to all 
sorts of other nationalities that mkke up many countries in these 
ever changing times. . 

What probably led to paranoia about Jordanians of Palestinian 
origin and then role and status in the Kingdom or their 
relationship with the indigenous Jordanians is the constant 
reference to the incredible notion that Jordan is Palestrae or 
Palestine is Jordan. It is just probable that the more there is talk 
about such ridiculous yfcas the more it will gain currency and 
credibility. There are strong and many arguments in favour of 
halting the repetition of or reference to the greatest and wickedest 
of Israeli ties for fear that all of us who keep hammering on tins 
point would be willy niTly .playing into the. hands of the Israelis 
without knowing or realising it. There is always the fear that 
giving wider currency to a dangerous thought or cousjjiracy or 
design would lend it some credibility in the final analysis. True, 
the country and its good citizens must be on guard against various 
conspiracies that are being hatched up against them, but this 
should be done in a well-guarded and controlled manner lest the 
very discussion becomes the tool for its- implementation .and its 
emotions debate becomes the mechanism for its execution. 

The Hashemite Kingdom of -Jordan is a proud Arab country 
with strong and deep traditions and roots in statehood. As young 
as is, it is older than more than half of the member states of the 
U.N. It is just too far-fetched to even think that Jordan can ever be 


, -rfftiiv to the ones among mem 

a victim of its own people, Arab lands or countries 

whose rootsand and utterly naive 

across its borders. ** ^^ F ffie > Jrirdanian identity is so 

to ever entertain foe copies or parties ; or 

vulnerable and up for lack sdf 
factions. All those seSfof identity- 

confidence and deep rooted “L, hizzare ideas simply 

A^mitsiden rwbo still 

prove that they know veiy httie about me ”, 

makes it tick. . pfforf to curtail the 

There must be a more determined ^ jorda- 

security of the Kingdom should be prosecuted in accordance with 
die law punished accordingly. 


I for one would rather have my government stop talkt^boot 
the Israeli description of Jordan as being Palestine andinste^.jurt 
go on with the task of strengthening the inner fabccs ot foe 
society by proceeding forward at moderate speed wiu\me 
incorporation of deeper foundations for the ongoing democratic 
process in the Kingdom. All the Jordanians’ concerns whe therr eal 
or imaginary can be ironed out within the new framework of 
par tiamftnhHy \ifo that is forfopatriy existing nOW. lCtataSTtUneS 
Jordanians of all origins must keep in mind that all this talk about 
Jordan is Palestine or Palestine is Jordan, intended to have ■ 
Jordanians get on throats of each other. 


Financial committee report to Lower House 

Draft budget is objective and realistic, but fails 
to quantify dimensions of economic crisis 


The following is the text of the 
report of the Lower House of 
Parliament's financial committee 
on tire 1990 fiscal budget, pre- 
sented to Parliament on Sunday: 


The Lower House in its ninth 
meeting of the first ordinary ses- 
sion held on Jan. 6, 1990 referred 
the fiscal budget for 1990 to the 
house financial committee. The 
committee held a series of morn- 
ing and evening meetings be- 
tween Jan. 7 and Jan. 23, 1990 to. 
discuss the budget under the 
chairmanship of Dr. Abdullah 
Nsour and the committee’s rap- 
porteur Abdullah Akayleh as 
well as committee members; 
Hamzeh Mansour, Ahmad 
Qteish, Abdul Salain Freihat 
Fuad Al Khalafat, Dr. Dbeeb 
Marji, Jamal Haddad, Issa 
Reimounl, Ata A] Shah wan, 
Samir Qawar, Mohammad Alaw- 
nch, Bassam Haddadin, Matir Al 
Bustanji, Ahmad Kafswin, and 
Ali Hawamdeb. One of the meet- 
ings was attended by Prune 
Minister Mudar Badran and 
House Speaker Suleiman Anar. 

Dr. Khalil Al Salem, rappor- 
teur erf (he Upper House’s finan- 
cial committee attended part of 
the meetings, but most of the 
meetings, were attended by Fi- 
nance Minister Basel Jardaneh 
and Ali Gharaibeh, director 
general of the general budget. 

The financial committee also 
invited the following economists 
to sound their views on the 
budget: Jawad Al Anani, Fahed 
Al Fanek, Ahmad Nfrmi, Abdul- 
lah Al Malild and Sami Qam- 
mouh. 

The final session was attended 
by the following: Public Security 
Director Fade! Ali, Minister erf 
water and irrigation, energy and 
mineral resources, education and 
higher education, as well as the 
secretaries general of the Minis- 
try of Water and irrigation, the 
directors of the Jordan Valley 
Authority, the Jordan Electri- 
city Authority, and representa- 
tive of the Higher Council for 
Science and Technology. 

The financial co mmi ttee of the 
Lower House of Parliament is 
pleased to present to the House 
its report on the country’s 1990 
fiscal budget which defines the 
mam pri nciples and the broad- 
lines for the economic adaptation 
programme which covers the 
period 1989-1993. 

The report by the Ministry of 
Finance on the budget defines the 
main elements of the 1990 fiscal 
budget 

The report on the budget was 
this time characterised with a 
high degree of responsibility and 
was realistic and objective, re- 
vealing a great deal of facts re- 
lated to the economic, financial 
and monetary nma twm )! m the 


financial committee’s dis- 
cussions cm the budget in the past 
period led to the emergence of a 
host of issues which die commit- 
tee would Kke to present to the 
■ H ouse as follows: 

FIRST: The overall economy 
of Jordan: 

The past two years revealed 
major economic problems and 
deficiencies that led to the crea- 
tion of major social and political 
problems that almost led to a 
deterioration in stability and die 
loss of tranquility and public con- 
fidence in Jordan’s ability to steer 
the economy and to overcome the 
present predicament. 


Perhaps the main features of 
this situation and the economic 
setback lay in a recession in the 
development levels, the high 
level deficit in the budget, an 
imbalance in the balance of pay- 
ments, an increase in external and 
internal debts, the depletion of 
Jordan’s foreign currency re- 
serves, the sapping of a great part 
of die Kingdom’s gold reserves, 
the sharp decline in the exchange 
rate of die dinar, unemployment, 
higher cost of hvingi higher infla- 
tion, the collapse of financial 
institutions Klee a number of com- 
mercial banks and ^noney ..ex- 
change houses. 

These problems have led to 
shaking of confidence in the 
Jordanian economy, which in 
turn led to a noticeable retreat in 
Jordanian expatriates remitt- 
ances, a recession in new invest- 
ment and' the flight erf savings. 

This economic crisis had led to 
consequences that in turn caused 
an aggravation of the whole prob- 
lem which became more compli- 
cated despite the fact that the 
budget report this time was more 
objective and more realistic as. 
mentioned before, yet it failed to 
give specific and dear figures of 
the dimensions of the economic 
problem in its various aspects. 
The budget report difl not present 
a review of economic develop- 
ment and the development of the 
balance of payments, the balance 
of trade, consumption, growth, 
the volume of debts, unemploy- 
ment and inflation but only 
touched on them here and there 
in varying degrees* The lack of 
sufficient details rendered* the 
budget report incapable of serv- 
ing as a national plan for econo- 
mic adaptation. 

The report should have been 
comprehensive, realistic and sup- 
ported by documents which can 
indicate measures to be taken to. 
implement, the economic prog- 
ramme. 

Hie report began by outlining 
the accumulation of foreign debts 
on Jordan, which constitute the 
anginal cause of the economic 
crisis. Those debts brought about 
further heavy and intolerable 
burdens on the people. These 
debts were induced in agree- 
ments drawn up outride the con- 
stitutional channels since none of 
than had been presented to the 
representatives of the nation ex- 
cept those agreements relating to 
development; and many of the 
agreements in this respect were 
referred to the deputies after the 
government had com mi tted itself 
to them. 

It is regrettable to see that the 
internal debt volume has also 
risen exorbitantly each exceeding 
JD 1, superceding all safe mar- 
gins and dm w n ing the treasury 
with mperishable debts. 

The previous governments 
used to find pretexts to defend 
such debts by saying that money 
was needed for capital and de- 
velopment projects. But in fact 
the loans were spent on non- 
developmental projects and were 
obtained through commercial 
deals with high interest rates. 

Hie result was that projects 
lost power to repay interests on 
the loans, and eventually were 
burdened on the treasury, hence 
the adverse impact on the finan- 
cial, monetary and economic 
structure. Tins can only point to 
the fact that economic policies 
were, ill-plamicd and decisions 
were poorly studied. 


This in turn reflects no re- 

r Bible attitude on the part of 
government towards foreign 
and internal borrowing to meet 
the development needs and 
points to irresponsibility towards 
the country’s economy and its 
financial and monetary systems. 

Several warning came from 
the previous Lower House of 
Parliament’s financial committees 
during debates on the annual 
budget about the debt issue. 
Therefore, we hope the House 
will give the situation an examin- 
ing look and we. win help you to 
cairy ttiis examination later; when 
wd Start disoiSriflg tlie financial 
and economic crisis facing' the 
Kingdom so that you can take the 
most responsible decision as rep- 
resentatives of the nation. 

The government’s debts have 
exceded internally-recog- 
nised safe limits and moved into a 
dangerous area. Figures indicate 
that the ratio of debt service to 
total exports of products and ser- 
vices in the past two years were as 
follows: 

1988 39 per cent 

1989 23 per cent 

In 1990 the ratio is expected to 
reach 27 per cent, a high rate, 
transcending all safe margins by 
seven degrees increase. 

In diagnosing the causes that 
led to the present crisis, the gov-: 
eminent, and for the first time, 
has given reasons other than 
those given in the past years 
which used to lay the blame an the 
failure of obtaining promised 
Arab financial assistance. The 
government this time has referred 
to other reasons, like excessive 
spending in the past years, failure 
to .take t h*»- initiative to adopt 
reform measures when the crisis 
presented itself, allowing the ex- 
port sector to lose its competitive 
power, failure to adjust unrealis- 
tic rates of exchange, failure to 
adjust the balance of payments, 
and to handle the depletion of the 
Kingdom's foreign currency re- 
serves. 

In addition to all this there was 
.the economic recession which 
dominated the whole area, con- 
pled with a retreat in demand of 
national products in foreign mar- 
kets and a decrease for the need 
of Jordanian workers in oil pro- 
ducing countries. 

Second: the economic adapts-' 
tion programme: 

The financial committee re- 
viewed the various ideas pre-* 
seated by the government in the 
draft budget report on the overall 
framework and the brea dline s of 
the economic reform programme 
which can be summed up as 
follows: 


Two questions draw one’s 
attention here: 

1- The real growth rate will 
develop from minus 2 per cent in 
1988 to 4 per cent in 1993 and that 
the targeted growth rate fa 3 per 
cent in 1990. It is doubtful that 
this can be achieved. 

2- The increase in the private 
sector’s investment in the five 
years is one per cent in propor- 
tion to the gross domestic pro- 
duct. The investments of the pub- 
lic sector in the same years will 
remain stable. But these figures 
do not forecast the creation erf 
new job opportunities to cope 
with the pp&eht and foture ' de- 
mand. * 

Hence the financial committee 
finds that it fa its duty to draw the 
attention to tins situation and to 
sound the alarm about the dan- 
gers of unemployment in Jordan 
because the present budget did 
not offer any solutions except 
within the context of a discussion 
between the committee, the 
prime minister and the minister 
of finance and his aides. The 
solutions they offered were only 
organisational and administra- 
tive. Solution of the unemploy- 
ment problem can hinge on three 
principles: 

First: Management reform like 
substituting, foreign labourers 
with local Workers, re~ training, 
creating offices to market nation- 
al workers etc. 

Second: Productive investment 
and utilising unused productive 
energy in industries and other 
sectors. 

Third; Export of labour. 

The committee would like to 
inform the House of the gist of a 
letter of intention by the framer 
minister of finance. and the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan governor sent 
on behalf of the Jordanian gov- 
ernment to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) on April 
13, 1989. In the light of this letter 
the pofides and principles of the 
adaptation programme were laid. 
The letter included 23 points 
summed as follows: 

1- The first clause tackles the 
accelerating growth rates 
achieved by Jordan in the past 
period which began in the mid 
1980s and the accompanying rise 
in the level of per capita income 
and the improvement in living 
conditions and investments in the 
fields of health, education, and 
social services. As well as the 
improvement in the telecom- 
munications network, the infras- 
tructure, which contributed to 
encouraging investments. 

2- The second phase deals with 
the government’s continued drive 
to speed up the process of social 


In proportion to the 
gross domestic product 
Consumption 
Savings 

Investments of which 
(Governmental) 

(Private) 

Growth rate 
Internal revenues 
Expenditure 
Budget deficit 
(Before assistance) 
Balance of trade deficit 
Current balance of 
payments deficit - 
Reserves (1989) 

Rate of inflation 
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103% 
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8% 
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27% 

11% 

11% 

15% 

16% 

-2% 

4% 

31% 

36% 

49% 

46% 

20% 

9% 

40% 

30% 

6% 



$350 million $750 million 
25% 7% 


and economic development in 
Jordan presuming that Jordanian 
expatriates’ transfers will con- 
tinue along with the Arab finan- 
cial assistance as pledged at the 
Baghdad summit- of 1978." 1 * * 

In the second dause the budget 
report refers to the be ginning cif 
the economic crisis and outlines 
Jordan’s sufferings since the mid. 
1980s when the export markets . 
began to shrink and tite demand 
on Jor danian workers receded 
and when unemployment began . 
to make itself fiat as the Jorda- 
nian expatriates’ transfers drop- 
ped. ..coupled, with; a decline Jd 
A rab financial aid: * / ;■:* ‘ 

AO these factors lied to an 
increased pressure on the budget 
and the balance erf payments. 

3- Third clause refers to the 

government’s continued drive to 
promote economic development 
with the hope that the difficulties 
referred to in the second danse 
will be removed or changed. The 
government has thus resorted to 
borrowing from international 
monetary markets which led to au 
increase in local demand, a drop 
in the Jordanian expatriates’, 
transfers and Arab and 

an increase in the country’s fore- 
ign finanmil en mnwimen ts w hich 

fed to an increase of pressure on 
the budget and the balance of - 
payments. 

In the third dause the report 
points out that 1987 witnessed a . 
lot of difficulties, most important 
of which was a decline. in the 
growth rates, an increase in die 
mar gin of the budget, deficit and 
the balance of payments and the 
depletion of the country’s foreign 
currency reserves. 

4- The fourth" danse clearly 
reflects the government’s realisa- 
tion of the increases in the 
budget’s and balance of trade 
deficits and that it was facing 
unsurmountable difficulties that 
could only be addressed through 
rearranging priorities in the coun- 
try’s economicpolides in general. 

Based on tins view the govern- 
ment took a number of measures 
as of the middle of 1988. These 
included the floating erf the Jorda- 
nian dinar’s rate of exchange, 
which consequently led to its de- 
valuation against foreign curren- 
cies and -prompted the govern- 
ment to fr ee z e all government' 
expenditure in 1989 and to im- 
pose further limitations on the 
monetary policies. 

. 5- In the fifth clause thebudget 
report speaks of a decrease in the 
Jordan dinar exchange rate which 
reached. 31 per cent by the nnddfe 
of 1988 (one dollar for every 447 
Ss) and another drop early in 
1989 when the dinar’s exchange 
rate was fixed at 540 fils against 
the U-S. dollar. This was fol- 
lowed by another decline in the 
rate of exchange by 13 pex cent, 
which led to the closure of the 
money changing offices inde- 
finitely. 

This caused a sharp rise in 
prices except for the food sup- 
plies and the oil products. 

6- In the sixth danse the report 
speaks of the government's mea- 
sures designed to stem the sap- 
ping of the foreign currency rc- 

senra by imposing a protection^ 
policy and byredodng imports of 
unessential commodities. 

7- fai the seventh danse the 
report , refers to thc gcnnermxtent 
attem pts to reduce the deficit in 
the life9 fiscal budget by reducing 
publfeexpeutfi&ire, increasing re- 
vennes tiirotyft imp osr n g taxes on 


hotels and restaurants and air 
tickets and by imposing increased 
fees on work permits for' rton- 
Jordamans «nn ahn increasing- 
the tax on Jordanians travelfiqg 
by air, improving the income tar ; 
collection system; . •••• • 

But these measures proved to 
be ineffective due to a drew in 
customs revenues resulting from 
a ban on imports and abp due to 
an increase in the installments on 
foreign debts and the Tiring cost 
: of debt service^;-: . ... •!> . 7 : 7 
Hence the budget report ex- 
pected a slight drop in the budget 



„ s that the government 

was detenmned to pursue .strin- 
gent monetary pofiaes fa-certain 
areas. It said that: credit facilities 
have been restricted by "Smiting 
tiie commercial -banks authority 
to grant such facilities on the the 
overdraft basis. ' 

The Central Bank of Jordan 
banned banks from offering cre- 
dit facilities with foreign currency 
collateral- and the commercial 
banks cpnqmlsory reserve depo- 
sited with the Central Bank was 
raised from 6 per cent to 9 per 
cent. 

The govearnmeut also fixed the 
interest rates and floated ^tiie in- 
terest of deposts m lune 1988 
and raised the rate of interest on 
borrowing- from eight to 10 per 
coat. The Central Bank also 
raised the rediscount rate from 
5.75 per cent to 7 per cent and 8 
per amt in September and De- 
cember of 1988 respectively. * 

The Central Bank began offer- 
ing incentives designed to attract 
deposits in foreign currency by 
offering higher ceilings of de- 
posits for local ritizens and at the 
same time maintained policies of 
providing facilities and incentives 
to expatriates through lifting all 
• restrictions on their foreign cur- 
rency accounts. 

9- The ninth clause on the 
budget refers the government’s 
belief that it has taken all the 
required measures to help rectify 
the situation and would continue 
to follow these policies and other 
economic reforms in order to 
overcome all imbalances in the 
national economy. But the gov- 
ernment realises the difficulty in 
reaching the aspired growth in 
the medium term by solely re- 
lying on national efforts. In the 
hght of this situation the gov ern- 
me nt h as how resorted to a 
medium term econo mic: read just- 
i^t policy in cooperation with 
the IMF and the. World Bank. 
The government also is deter- 
mined to resort to other countries 
to request help to overcome' the 
present difficulties encountered 
mthe course of the restructuring 
programme. 

X&- In the .tenth rfawoo the 
bmlget report presents the gov- 
eroment*s aims to be achieved 
from implementing the restrno- ' 
^UgV<^inme between 1989 
and _1993. This was represented m 
frjjjong the rate of growth in the 
eampmy within a relative period 
ofpnce stabflfeation, an improve - 
ment in in the budget and the 
^^ nce of payments arid the 
«teevetuent of a four per ceut of 
«ai growth rates in 1992 com- 
tominusjwopcr cent m 
~9oo-.This can be done through 
8™reng iKentives for iuvest- 
ments and rebuilding confidence. 
m ““ nahonal economy. *„ 
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Financial committee report to Lower House 

Draft budget realistic, but fails to quantify dimensions of economic < risis 


•-ones ofV- 
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Thi* cfautt tea fe» Or 
“cnT* intention » rente fe 
Pwww* pricing priScw, apt* 
aroy toace rewed to.rotfwr gad 
the (utaadyoe wbeKi 
It intend* co do tta jc . __ 
consultation! wisfe..ihe. Wc 
Bank. 

Tlw ciauK dko refen to the 
government' « fattennfatte » 
reduce die fcocrai bodget’e tie- 
peadenee ontotat fr a mcnm**!- 
ctal banks audio farther restrict 
credit faribtic# to the private sat> 
tor and to control expeadtarent 
tbe public ttgftnbtttirms. Th*» 
aims » reduce the fate of faS*- 
ttou from 14 percent far 1P89 fa T 
per eem is *993. 

11- The eleventh clause speaks 
of the government'* d ttcwMi - 
dos io adopt proper ao awawa to 
achieve a sahffift is the balance 
of payments fa 1993. This can be 
done through encouraging e>' 
ports, nimulaifag tourism. curing 
imports sad adopting a flexible 
policy fa exchange operate*. 

12 and ]3- The report in these 
two dame* refers to (be govern- 
meat’s attention to reducing de- 
ficit In the general budget 
reaching 20 per cent m propor- 
tion to the groas domestic product 
for 1969 compared to 23.7 pet 
cent in 1988- The govennem afro 
expects a reduction of the deficit 


i C w thowd fr*w ** 


to reach 17 per cent in proport 
io the grass national product for 


1990 through increasing 
and suppressing expenditure. 

In this respect the. report indi- 
cates that the government plans 
to create a consumption tax and 
to revise the system fa 

general with the purpose of re- 
forming this system through the 
addition of the value added tax. 
This danse refen to the govern- 
ment's request from the IMF to 
dispatch « miattoa specialised in 
finan cial affairs to vmt Jordan 
between June and July of 1989 to 
present recommendations by the 
end of September 1989 and to 
co-participatc in p repa ring the 
1990 budgetT 

14- In the fourteenth daase the 
report refers to the huge govern- 
ment expenditure in proportion 
to the gross national product, 
reaching nearly 30 per cent, 
which is m excess of 80 per cent 
over the current expenditure and 
exoecdiire revenues by -40 per 
cent. ThttfatfifaSoa that ftp te- 
ernment sp end u m wascoveroaty 
borrowing and foreagp aid. This 
clause also mrfirates that the gov- 
ernmeatwasaware fafafaereases 
in expenditure sbouldbe kathan 
rates of growth in the gross 
domestic product 

15- The fifteenth danse refers 
to the treasury as shouldering the 
additional subsidy on esse n tial 
commodities by JD 38 mtittoo, 
considered as an assistance to the 
poor sector in the society to 
protect it from *be effects of the 
severe austerm> progr am me. This 
clause afro refers to the govern- 
ment's attempts to direcr its 
assistan ce to the needy groups in 
a more selective manner. 

26- The sixteenth clause out- 
lines the go v ernm ent’s projects 
which the report says are being 
well managed and that most of 
them are yielding good returns. 
This clause afro refers to the 
ills initiative to con- 
la rerite to itoproierts with 
a view to. increasing their con- 
tributions to the general budget. 

According to the report, pro- 
jects that sustained losses will be 
re-examined with the purpose of 
being steered properly to achieve 
their purpose. 

17- The seventeenth clause en- 
tails detailed briefing on steps to 
be taken by the government to 
deal with the deficit in the 
budget. Hus is to be through 
imposing a striet control ewer 
borrowing by government institu- 
tions dunng 1989 and 1990. 

18- The eighteenth clause re- 
flects on the government's efforts 
to encourage savings on the part 
of the public, improving alloca- 
tions of funds fenr projects and 
granting hank* freedom to adjust 
their interest rates. 

19- In the nromyeath clause the 
report refers to a deficit in the 
current habmoe of payments as 
the main' target of the resftuctnr- 


* of ^ 

5$1 


ti* 



ftsft 


go v ernment aims to re- 
duce the defrdi here in propor- 
tion to the balance ofpaytnenfa 
from ax per cent hi 1988 Co five 
per cent in 1989 and three per 
cent in 1990. 

To achieve tins goal, the report 
refers to a host of poUdes which 
eotafi giving incentives to ex- 
ports, tourism and, rationafish^; 
imports, . diversifying markets 
which i m p or t national products, 
creating new channels to finance 
exports and reforming the cus- 
toms system. 

20- The report in th is dan se 
speaks about sharp reduction zn 
toe value of the Jordan- dinar 
daring 1988 and 2989. - 

The report reflects the govern- 
ment’s belief that tins re duction 
has now riven incentives fin* ex- 
ports, aha that the government 
believes thine is good prospect 
for stabilising the dinars ex- 
change fate in-the near future. . 

21- hi tins clause the report 


refers to far cmMmt’i com- 
vrimeat to fallow a wsw policy in 
Kuuugtag debts and rctiedng 
p rob tont cowatiogfrom feme- 
mg foreig n debt. This can be 
done by firing the enfay for 
tite. and medium lean octal, 
-22- Is fast rinse the govern- 
»»t refen to the need tor fore- 
st iiihriito:. « addtrionri re- 
■Qerew,Bri alto refers iorcscfac- 
dtafisg of debn to ggr era meng 
and e on u a ei q ri femki. The tov- 
ernmoBt hopes that tin rcscho 
dnSng. of debts will be on easy 


ircqp! ex c han g e rate*. iiw eapewfit 

Coodskhay bilateral pay dafereatefas 
neats not tn haxmaay wuh Thus finand 


23- la fas daase the govern- 
went pledge* to refrafer from 
doiac the Mmg 

1- In^oring Of iomtoiai res- 
trictions on payment, transfers 
-and jam n ati onal eachsigfcSi 
Z-Appiyin$ mittehptupoec system 

3- 

ag reements not m harmony 
the seventh daure of the agree- 
ment with the IMF. 

imposing new restrictions oo 
■opens or inesraflag imrifactas for 
the propose of adjusting the ba- 
lance ot payments. 

Zn the Ugfit of the dames in this 
re p ort, the anvemeaent submit- 
ted to the IMF a request for 
scand-by cretin for 18 months of 
60 million special drawing righi 
units ooROBOKfaik to $80 re- 


lion, to xVfrfion to a coapnaa- 
ton loan of S40 nufoon. 

In (he hfbf of this a gree m en t, a 
total of SU0Q mfi&xi worth of 
iasuQmexMs. loam and interest 
for 1989-1990 are doe to foreign 
countries the of 

1992 to co mmer c i al batiks have 
been rescheduled. Rescheduling 
is for a period ranging from 10 to 
U yean after a grace p eri od of 
five to six yean. 

THIRD; Cost of living; 
Avrilahfe figures indicate an 
Inflation of over 23 per cent in 
2969 is expected to rise by 22.5 
per cent tn 1990 over 1989 fi- 
>, and by seven per cent in 
over the 1992 figures. Need- 
less to lay tint the rise in the cost 
of Hving in Jordan covers a basket 
of services and commodities 
needed by the consomen indud- 
mg hotismg; transport, food, do- 
flung, wh i dicui e and education, 
etc. 

The coat of these commodides 
vary and Ore cost of imported 
commodities rose more than tfeart 
of zbe focal pxodnets because they 
are prid for whh expeosrve fore- 
ign currency. But on cannot help 
noticuig duir the cast of living has 
risen more than expected rod 
beyond the nurem cf increases in 
the rate of exchange of foreign 
c ur rency. 

This promp t s one to conclude 
that there are other behavioural 
reasons behind the soaring cost of 
firing, like monopoly. The rise in 
prices has created a chaos that 
carnet be justified fa economic 
terms aiooe. Tins coachmen of 
course requires evidence and 
m figures, and requires 
study. 

The house has entrusted the 
finaoefat committee to study this 
issue with the government to find 
a sofatioo. 

FOURTH: Consumption: 
ft is dear that the government's 
economic philosophy and solu- 
tions for problems are based on 
consumption and the need to 
bridge the gap btween gross 
domestic product (nearly JD 
1,700 nrifiion fa 1988) and the 
level of expenditure which 
reached 170 per cent in 1989. Of 
this, 103 per cent went to con- 
somptioa by the private and pub- 
lic sectors, 26 per oexa to invert- 
merits by the two sectors. 41 per 
cent payments of foreign debts, 
which means that the 
gap without paying interest is 
per cent The economic adapta- 
tion programme is expected to 
reduce this gap to 29 per cent fa 
proportion to the grass national 
product of 1993 of which 92 per 
cent consumption in the two sec- 
tors and 27. per cent investments. 

ft fadear here that the volume 
of co n s ump t ion is the main hur- 
dle fa ibe face of saving necessary 
funds for investments and that 
any reduction in cons u mp ti on 
beyond 92 per cent is bound to 
szeer savings toward* investments 
an d mor e fobs. 

FIFTH: Public expenditure fa 
the budget: 

The state's ex p e n diture fa the 

last 10 years. 1980-89, reached 
mote than JD 8 bilbon spent 
acc ordi ng to the following: JD 3 

btfikm c ur re n t expenses, JD 2 
biUjon aimed forces expenses, JD 
3 bOKon capital and development 
expewfiture, which includes the 
payment of instaBments of loans 
and interest. 

The sources for expenditure 
qwne from: 

Local revenues JD 4,25 bOlioo, 
foreign assistance JD 1.5 btIBon, 
loans 1.5 bifaon, accumulative 
defeat JD 500 mate. 

We notice from these figures 
that the dtttofiS of Jordan contri- 
buted towards covering half the 
expenditure (52 per cent) while 
the loans covered IB per cent, the 
foreig n asristanCfc 22 per cent, 
fans-fearing a deficit of 8 per 
cot 


Loans arc considered as accu- 
mulative deficit and therefore the 
real deficit ft 26 per cent, which is 
more than one quartet of the 
total expenditure or over JD 2 
. toflte and this docs not include 
arm am ent spending. 

For fait reason the committee 
should give its attention to the 
defeat rod to reduce the .ivw 
expenditure by JD 15 million and 
thus tbedeflat h» dropped tpJD 
184 nriflton down from JD 199 
mtBfan. 

Sixth: The financial commit- 
tee's report on the 1990 draft 
budget 

2- Oaroflaaion of the budger; 

a. A positive development 
occurred to the budget report 
because it has been classified fa 
accordance with the fateroaikma]- 
ty recognised standards prefect- 
ure > and revenues in 

chapters from financing. 
Thus financing through borrow- 
ing and a ss istance is no more 
considered as revenue as was the 
case before. Tb» deserves appre- 
ciation. 

b. The committee would have 
Kkod to see the budget report 
include separate chapters dealing 
with development regions in Jor- 


dan fa addition to the present 
classification system. 

C. The committee would have 
liked to see the report containing 
separate classification of sectors. 
Therefore, the committee recom- 
mends that the House demand 
from the government that the 
1991 budget be worked out «nj the 
basis of dauses a, h and c. 

2- Comprehension of the 
budget; . 

The budget report was con- 
fined to n&nntries and institu- 
tions affiliated to them but the 
other public organisations which 
have semi-independence finan- 
cially and administratively like 
universities, Royal Jodaaian, the 
Railway Corporation, the 
National Medical Institution, the 
Public Transport Corporation, 
are not covered in tiic budget. 

Such process can only limit the 
usefulims and the aims of the 
budget, since restricting the 
budget to only less than two 
thirds of ' die state's activities 
means that any decisions will only 
sffea part of the government's 
estab&shmenb. which in turn can 
oriy obstruct the economic re- 
form process. In addition we re- 
paid fae process of keeping these 
institutions out of the reach of 
Parliament as a violation of the 
Constitution. Therefore, the 
committee re c ommend s that the 
House deride to introduce an 
amendment to law number 39 of 
1964 which provides for the draw- 
ing up of the national budget 
The new provisions should state 
that the budget of any institution 
in the country must be approved 
by the House's financial commit- 
tee. This should cover funds like 
those administered by the armed 
forces, the merchants fond at the 
Mimstry of Supply, education tax 
at the Ministry of Education... 
etc. 

3- The budget’s addenda: 

It is unconstitutional to spend 
money from any appendix 
attached to the national budget 
before it is approved by Parlia- 
ment and. therefore, the commit- 
tee recommends that the House 
reject any draft law on appen- 
dixes attached to the budget law 
if spentfing was done in advance 
starting from this year. 

The government should always 
ask the House fa advance to 
angn an appendix to the budget 
and no spending should be done 
before the draft (aw is approved. 

4- Classifying the budget: An 
improvement has been achieved 
fa the process of classifying the 
budget into expenditure, capital, 
and current spending: like dauses 
which assign spending for munici- 
palities. But we consider certain 
functions within the capital pro- 
jects as current expenditure and it 
is desirable to reconsider the clas- 
sification of the budget draft for 
199L 

5- Assessment of revenues and 
financing; 

The committee considers the 
government's assessment of re- 
venues as realistic and there bad 
been no exaggeration. The com- 
mittee wouldlike to present the 
foUowfag remarks; 

a. New loans: the local re- 
venues are JD 694 million while 
expenditure is JD 1,105 million. 
This shows the results in a JD 411 
million gap which will be covered 
by financial assistance totalling 
JD 160 unite, and from install- 
ments paid to the government on 
internal loans which total JD 
million, and external loans due to 
the country totalling JD 20 mfl- 
Uoa. The committee considers 
that ft is its fain to draw the 
Home attention that the govern- 
ment is borrowing a new loan 
totalling JD 250 million and that 
pan of the loan w3I.be used to 
pay back install metre on previous 
tote totalling JD 68 million and 
that part of the revenues will be 
used to pay back external loans 
totalling JD 135 million. This 
means that, altogether, the coun- 
try wiH be paying JD 203 million 


in installments uf debts and debt 
service. 

Therefore the different be- 
tween what is borrowed and paid 
back in debt services in I99Q wifi 
be JD 47 million. 

Internal loans, this year will be 
confined to JD 33 million. To 
give the House an idea we refer 
to the internal debts, of 1987 
which exceeded JD 255 million, 
in 1988 nearly JD 30Q million and 
in 1989, JD 84 million. 

As Che debt service on internal 
loans is JD 60 ntiUfan then the oct 
payment of debts totals JD 27 
million. Therefore, we consider 
internal borrowing is a srep m the 
right direction. 

b. New Arab financial assist- 
ance: 

The budget estimates Arab 
assi s tan ce to be JD 152 million 
compared to 253 tmlUoe fast year. 

The JD 152 suite assistance 
represents only 65 per cent of the 
expected assistance since the rest 
goes to cover armament. There- 
fore, the expected assistance is 
JD 230 million of which JD 78 
millkm will go to armament. Any 
extra assistance should be used to 
cover the accumulated deficit in 
the military armament fund 
which now stands at JD 513 mil- 
lion. 

c. Revenues from taxes oh in- 
come and profits: 

There has been an increase in 
tax revenues as a result of amend- 
ment to the income tax law and 
the profits made by the Jordan 
Phosphates Mines Company. The 
committee considers that an 
added burden from taxes has now 
resulted from profits affecting in- 
dividuals (33 per cent increase) 
and the employees sector, nearly 
13 per cent. This is an added 
burden fa light of the economic 
situation. 

d. TV sets licences: 

A tax on TV set i . being 
collected on each electricity 
meter whether the subscriber 
owned a television set or not. The 
committee sees that this tax 
should be confined only to those 
who own television sets. The 
minister of finance has displayed 
understanding in this issue and 
promised to amend the system. 

e. Revenues on telephone 
calls: 

The committee recommends 
that the government conduct a 
study aimed to reexamine the 
charges on telephone calls 
through cooperation with other 
countries and in the light of 
avs«i lability of hard currency. The 
committee recommends the can- 
cellation Of official phones at 
officials’ homes. 

f. Revenues of the Jordan In- 
vestment Corporation: 

These revenues totalled JD 5 
million only resulting from the 
operations of the corpora- 
tion which has a capital of 
JD 2S2 million. The committee 
recommends a reconsideration of 
the the shares owned by the 
government, especially in the 
hotels sector, and recommends 
that the government invest in- 
stead in productive projects so as 
to create new jobs. The commit- 
tee afro recommends that the 
gover nm ent control expenditure 
by the public share holding com- 
panies and end overspending and 
corruption. 

6- Assessment of expenditure: 

Assessment of expenditure was 

realistic. 

Subsidy on food supplies is 
projected by the budget to be JD 
60 million, but the committee 
believes that it will exceed this 
figure. 

The committee would like to 
point out the following: 

a. Revenues from pension pre- 
miums amounts nearly to JD 13 
million and the mmenditure on 
pension readies JD 83 million. 
In view of the gap there is need 
for a serious study to bridge it. 
This should be studied with due 
consideration to the interests of 
the civil and military pensioners. 

b. Civil service spending 
amounts to JD 218 million, cur- 
rent spending on armed forces 
and civil defence and public 
security is JD 254 million. This 
clearly is an indication of the 
huge burden shouldered by Jor- 
dan, although military expendi- 
ture does not indude armament. 

c. The government pays J D 5 
nnffion annually in rent, and pays 
JD S minion for electricity and 
fuel. These figures require deep 
study with the purpose of finding 
ways to stop wastage. 

d. The cost of research and 
study amounts to JD 8.5 million, 
most of which are engineering 
designs. Spentfing on these stu- 
dies amounted to JD 25 million 
over the past three years. Most of 
these studies have been awarded 
to foreigners. 

7- Capital and development 
spending: 

The budget figures show that 
allocations for capital and de- 
velopment projects are as fol- 
lows: 

JD 151 million for capital pro- 
jects financed through internal 
revenues. 

JD 90 minion for development 
projects financed through loans. 


JD 12 million loan for the 
Cement Company to pav hack 
part of its debt totalling JD 253 
million. 

Most of the major part of the 
spentfing goes to (he capital or 
semi-capita projects, and in most 
cases they arc non-devriopmcmal 
projects. The loan to the Cement 
Company is not for development 
What remains for development in 
JD 90 mil lion or nearly 8 per cent 
of the budget. This is a major 
weak point fa the budget. 

The figures display a negative 
reflection of the real develop- 
ment growth expected this year 
and afro the empJojment poaibt- 
Kues expected from ivnesiment* 
by the public sector. 

The committee lus made some 
changes to the capital vector of 
the budget so as to give u a 
development character. The com- 
mittee realises that an increase in 

locations for development will 
increase the deficit margin and 
for this reason the committee has 
approved the allocations for the 
capital and development sectors 
m the budget. 

8- Reducing expenditure as 
proposed in rhe draft budget. 

The committee recommends 


cuts in the proposed etepduuic 
or shifting: it to other dauses 
within the same chapter as fol- 
lows: 

Nine: Public waanisations: 

The comsunec is of the view 
that many public organisations 
should be reexamined so as to 
study their administrative and 
financial situations. Many ot 
these organisations conduct simi- 
lar function rod some have be- 
come obsolete. 

Therefore, there is urgent need 
to study tbtve oreamsations to 
merge them or cancel some oi 
them so as to avoid dual work and 
wastage «f fund. 

Example of organisations that 
can merge: The Agricultural Cre- 
dit Corporation thr Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation, the 
Agricultural Marketing Organisa- 
tion and the L'rhan Development 
Corporation with the Housing 
Corporation. Evampirv of orga- 
nisations chat can he cancelled. 
Jordan Valiev Authority which 
can be incorporated with the 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation, 
and the Aqaba Region Authority 
which can he incorporated with 
the Aqaba Municipally. The 


committee ha> notucd that iht 
Jordan Valley Authority has 
made some excesses in its func- 
tions which led to further burdens 
on the treasury This authority 
has had right to borrow from 
outside sources through the 
Ministry of Planning and this 
prompts the committee tn recom- 
mends that the f f-suw denvm J an 
amendment to the law to make 
any borrowing subject to the 
Ministry of Planning alone. 


J I... ... ... Ill nil, 

mends (Si ■■ ::i|s ill itu 

National M .. i.i-tuution K 
reexamined it. its role ir 

health secti- h .eused 
The iimuit.tuv : funks Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait. Iraq, the 1‘nttcd 
Arab finur.itcs. Um.in. Uatai 
Dubai *■'’ u • ip;s»it to Joi- 
dan Th co , - , „i express- 

ed apprcciaia .. ;•« J.is Majesty 
King Hussein Ini Kin relentless 
efforts to serve the count rv 


A. Current expenses <m thousands ot dinars 

Original Sagicrstfa Reduction 
Chapter Subject jfincaiuat aUmattan or inerravr 

All chaps 

ZHi 

1 .::: 


JJ2.lt 


ele;!f; fc i!* 




All Chaps 

2IN «:k-I 

1 - 

l.i K 2 

255 

i l Lower H 

Mo 

* w 


1 * 

il L.H. 

2jn 

0 

— 

35 

il L.H. 

hit JB) 


•s~t 

(47) 

il L.H. 

Ml? 

'll 

> 

IO 

23.' 1 Public Secumv — 

44.525 

44 . 1 M 1 

1-525 

25/1 Justice 

(Ai iUi 

!M5 

125 

(20) 

25/1 

tA» 105 

29 

305 

115) 

25/1 

(At IUI 

155 

156 5 

(I 5) 

25/1 

(A) 108 

38 

53 

H5) 

25/1 

(A) 109 

140 

152 

(12) 

41 /Finance 

(B) 201 

3.500 

2.UU0 

1.500 

41/1 

IB) 213 

4.500 

3.000 

950 

41/1 

C (2) 

2JUI 

4.TJ0 

(2.500) 

41/1 

C (5) 

2.000 

1.500 

500 

41/1 

CIO 

h.ixm 

4.000 

2.000 

43/Cusioms 

1(13 

12 

— 

12 

71/1 Education 

213 

1 

11 

(10) 

71/1 

213/7 

125 

115 

(JO) 

81/1 Information 

213- 1 

270 

200 

70 


2133 

45 

— 

45 


• • 213.4 

.. 21 

-- 

21 

• 82/1 Radio A TV - (A) 103 

3SU . 

. 330 

50 

82/1 

0213 

% 

— 

96 

84/1 Youth 

(A) 304 

500 

530 

(30) 

84/1 

(B) 104 

180 

150 

30 

B. Capital expenditure: (in thousands of dinars) 


The committee recommends cuts in the capital expenditure as 

follows: 




I 


Chap. No. 

Clause 

Orfchml 

aBocatioa 

Suggested 

aDoeatlea 

Reduction 
or increase 

I 51*2 Foreign Mtn;%in4U3.A 

w) 

__ 

no 


5U3A 

:o 

— 

10 


509 A 

100 

— 

m> 

41 l J 11 MQ.V 

41 HI 

.V®D 

3.WK! 

SH> 


5UK..-V2 

6.000 

4 . 1 KXI 

2.00(1 


SKA 4 

3S» 

Shi 

50 


set a 7 

l.JUO 

vtxi 

300 


5UKC 1 

12.000 

6,1 HIM 

6 .IKK) 


50V 1 

SW 

300 

200 

43.2 CusiL-ms 

4»*2'4 

4W 

ISO 

310 

5(i.2 Energv 

5U3I 

S5 

— 

H5 

SK2 P. Work- 

A sr 3 

i ■’» 

:.sm 

(4SI) 


1 At 5074 

4S« 

I.Shi 

1 1.050) 


1 At sr 5 

i:.nno 

|m. Shi 

1.500 


(AI 507.24 

140 

365 

(225) 


iBl 4023 

50 

25 

25 


(O 4te 

450 

150 

25 

64 3 J V.3 

2 CSW-. 

40(1 

300 

100 

73*2 Health 

SN4 

600 

201 

400 

M2 Y.*utb 

|A) SI7 5 

.mu 

— 

200 

U42 C Aviation 

507 A 

ion 

— 

100 

P.S. Proposed cuts in expenditure totals: 

15.134.000. 


For a splendid time 
come to 




Enjoy our unique french cuisine 
in an entertaining superb candle 
light dancing atmosphere 


For reservations please cal] 



Amman International Hotel 

Tel 841712 



Petra Bank 

acquires 7 more NCR ATMs 



Mr. Said Shugom and Mr. Richard Walsh 


AMMAN — The NCR cor- 
poration has recently under- 
taken delivery of seven new- 
Automated Teller Machines 
(ATMs) to Petra Bank. These 
machines are of type 5085, the 
most advanced type of the 
NCR ATM collection, thus 
bringing the total number of 
ATM machines -which Petra 
Bank presently owns to 17. 


Richard Walsh, resident 
manacer oi NCR. paid a visit 
to Petra Bank and met with 
Said Snuomi. ATM project 
iiMropi. ;.i discuv. i he final 
detarb of the ms fallal ion plan. 

Shugom Mated that the in- 
stallation plan could com- 
mence immediately and that 
the ATM machines would soon 
be operative, thus bringing to 


completion Petra Bank’s com- 
prehensive ATM network 
“Lai! Nahar”, to become the 
largest ATM network in Jor- 
dan. t his item otk is the only 
Jix'aJ one connected to Visa 
Inter national's network com- 
prising *3.lKKl machines distri- 
but'd worldwide 
Foreign Visa cardholders 
wishing to use their Visa cards 


in Jordan will he able to access 
the “Lail Nahar" network in 
Jordan to obtain lordaman di- 
nars against 1 ‘.S dollars at the 
official rate. 

The new “l_ai! Nahar" ATM 
network will he expanded to 
include Irhid. Aqaba and 7a r- 
ka. Shugom added 


*1 









Budget debate 
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Deputies demand establishing system of accountability 
propose alternative courses to remedy economic ills 


Laith ShbeOat 
Yaqoub Qarrash 

Deputies Laith Shbeilat and Ya- 

S mb Qarrash addressed the 
ouse by underlining the im- 
mense economic problem Jordan 
is facing at the moment as a result 
of 01-pianmng and poor political, 
soda! and economic and defence 
l .des. 

They criticised the various sys- 
tems governing the economic auod 
social and political life, in Jordan 
and said they had been laid down 
by former colonialists to serve 
their own purpose. They said that 
had these policies been useful for 
Jordan, the country would not be 
facing critical problems and a lack 
of readiness to counter any 
aggression. 

The country is weaker than 
ever before and its economic and 
social systems are in disarray 
thanks to those who had been 
giving empty promises to the peo- 
ple who are now faced with 
paying debts. 

Referring to the 1990 budget, 
Shbeilat and Qarrash said one 
can notice that what has been 
allocated for capital expenditure 
far exceeds amounts allocated for 
development projects. They said 
in a joint paper that the govern- 
ment last year borrowed an addi- 
tional JD 350 million only to 
aggravate the debt situation in 
Jordan. The government cannot 
maintain the level of debts due on 
Jordan by the end of 1990 at the 
same level of that by the end of 
1988 as it had said in the budget 
report, because of the accumulat- 
ing debts and services on them, 
and due to the government’s 
latest borrowing of extra JD 350 
million, they added. 

Since the creation of the emi- 
rate in Jordan no government had 
yet taken a real and serious effort 
to deal with the recurrent deficit 
in the country's balance of trade. 
They noted that the highest rate 
was registered between 1981 and 
1985 when it stood at JD 824 
million. The 1990 budget does 
not show any figures about the 
operations and the deficits in the 
semi-independent institutions 
like Royal Jordanian (RJ), which 
sustained losses exceeding JD 80 
million. They said that RJ is now 
making preparations for selling 
one more of its planes, and com- 
missioners are out in the markets 
trying to conclude the transac- 
tion, they said. They called on 
Parliament to take responsibility 
in this matter and to hold inves- 
tigations into such questions as 
who will benefit from such trans- 
actions. Shbeilat and Qarrash 
said that RJ together with other 
organisations have sustained a 
total loss of JD 820.9 million 
along with the armaments fund 
which is indebted by half a mil- 
lion dinars. Lack of supervision 
over such institutions, they said, 
has been a grave mistake which 
must be corrected. 

Shbeilat and his colleague criti- 
cised the government's policy of 
retiring persons at an early age 
and said that the total amount 
paid to the pensioners as included 
in (he budget stood at JD 83 
million, accounting for nearly 16 
per cent of the total current ex- 
penditure. 

Referring to defence expendi- 
ture Shbeilat and Qarrash said 
that as Jordan is a country with 
meagre resources guarding the 


longest confrontation line with 
the enemy, a new method for 
defence should be ; *irtiated so as 
to attain national objectives be- 
cause defence in the traditional 
sense is impossible jbn view of the 
huge cost 

They said in their view there 
was no other way to defend the 
country except through aiming 
the people with aO types of light 
arms which can be produced by 
the armed forces workshops and 
plants. 

They cited the popular resist- 
ance in Lebanon which consti- 
tuted only members of the public 
who were able to confront load’s 
military power. Lebanon’s regu- 
lar forces in their weak position 
were not match to any of Israel’s 
aggressions on ■ Lebanese terri- 
tory, and it was left to the people 
to resist invasion. 

A change in the defence 
strategy, in Jordan Shbeilat and 
Qarrash said means conquering 
the internal enemy represented in 
excessive consumption and is 
bound to bring about a total 
change in social values and bring 
unity to the country. What Jor- 
dan needs he added is a new 
economic and military strategy 
that will unite the people who 
should at the same time give 
more attention to agriculture and 
light industry, transforming each 
settlement into strong fortress. 

Ahmad AJ Kofahi 

Deputy Ahmad AI Kofahi (Irbid) 
attacked the draft budget for 
being traditional and winch, he 
said, does not rise up to the level 
of tile present critical situation in 
Jordan, a country plagued with 
unemployment, soaring prices 
and poverty affecting a large sec- 
tor of society. 

Kofahi said the draft budget 
contained no plans for reple- 
nishing tiie gold reserves at the 
Central Bank of Jordan or re- 
trieving the stolen foods which, 
he said, have been smuggled to 
banks abroad. 

Nor did the draft budget pro- 
vide new measures designed to 
control the semi-independent in- 
stitutions and neither did it make 
any assessment of these organisa- 
tions’ and public share holding 
companies’ profits. 

Kofahi, who is member of the 
Muslim Brotherhood in Jordan, 
called for institutionalising Isla- 
mic values in production and in 
achieving social justice. He sug- 








Speaker Suleiman Arar and deputies consult each other during Sunday’s session of the Lower Bouse (photos by Yousef A1 ‘Allan) 


1- That the government and 
people retrieve their billions of 
dollars in Western nations and 
utilise them in useful and produc- 
tive projects. 

2- That all persons in responsi- 
ble positions give extra care in 
handling public funds. He criti- 
cised those who squander funds 
to serve their own selfish interest, 
wasting millions on vehicles, 
furniture and other matters. 

3- That the government should 


poor by paying zakat (alms to the 
poor). 

6- That measures be taken to 
discourage people from boarding 
gold and silver without benefit to 
their society. 

7- That strict penalties be im- 
posed on those who receive 
bribes in their dealings in public 
business and those who are in 
responsible positions who en- 
courage corr up tion like favouring 
certain contractors in tenders for 
projects. 

Referring to the draft budget, 
Kofahi called on the government 
to follow the following steps to 
reform the economy: 

1- The country’s debts: The 
gover nm ent should stop borrow- 
ing more money from any source, 
should cancel all loan agree- 
ments, and resist any pressure 
from the debtor countries. 

2- The government should take 
measures to provide foods for 
paying debts by: 

a) Questioning officials about 
their wealth and giving rewards to 
people who can come up with 
information leading to exposing 
manipulators of public funds. 

b) Introducing legislation forc- 
ing those who smuggled their 
money abroad to return itterthe - 
country. 

C) Introducing a law to force 
people to pay zakat (alms to the 
poo*). 

d) Imposing a special tax for 
the national construction effort to 
be imposed on banks, companies, 
the nch and the expatriates. 

e) Dispatching Jordanian de- 
legations to Arab and Islamic 
countries to raise funds and help 
Jordan confront Israel’s expan- 
sionist plans. 

f) Ending the present system of 
interest on loan and adopting the 
Islamic system. 

; g) Reducing current expenses 
in all projects and adhering to 
austerity. 

In dealing with the question of 
unemployment, Kofahi said that 


end all allowances given to offi- . the government can help end tire 
dais as rewards, per diems, and problem by initiating productive 


others so as to tighten control on 
public spending. 

4- That funds be placed in the 
hands of those who can safeguard 
them, and that the government 
put an end to the behaviour of the 
rich who squander funds on fes- 
tivals, recreational activities and 
parties which benefit no one. 

5- That the rich should help the 


projects like helping the Ministry 
of Agriculture to promote the 
livestock and agricultural wealth. 
He said that the Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade should lead the 
way for the universities, the 
Royal Scientific Society, voca- 
tional training centres and aimed 
forces workshops in producing all 
Jordan’s needs of light industrial 


products which can be developed 
m the future. 

gpffahi called on the natural 
resources authority to double its 
efforts in exploiting mineral re- 
sources and to search for oil and 
natural gas. 

On current expenditure, Kofa- 
hi called on the government to 
increase the salaries of low-in- 
come groups and urged the gov- 
ernment to link wages to the cost 
of living. 

He urged the government to 
cut expenditure on the military 
sector and to turn the major part 
of the intelligence service to other 
offices and institutions. 

The deputy expressed the view 
that the government subsidised 
commodities are benefiting die 
rich more than the pom- people. 

He said subsidy should be 
made to benefit the Low income 
groups only and that the govern- 
ment should turn the rest of the 
funds to the National Aid Fund 
which helps the needy people. * 

Fu’ad Kluihfiit 

Deputy Fu’ad Khalafat ofTafilefa 
said that all jjffidals.in dmrge of 
running Jordan’s^ economy must -', 
“have technical and specialised 
capabilities. Furthermore, they 
should be sincere; just, and truth- 
ful. On this basis, I demand that 
the government reconsider offi- 
cials and leaders who will lead 
this country and extricate it from 
its current crisis.’’ He also called 
for improving general services in 
Tafileh Governorale. 


Yousef Khasawneh 

Deputy Yousef Khasawneh from 
the Irhid Governors te told the 
House that the difficulties which 
Jordan is facing ai the moment as 
a result of unemployment, debts, 
bad educational levels and soar- 
ing prides axe only symptoms of 
the real illness winch can be 
summed up in corruption that 
dominated the previous adminis- 
trations. 

He said that corr upti on and ill 
a dmini stration in the past years 
presented themselves tn: 

1- Favouritism and nepotism, 
with all the important positions 
given to particular groups who 
benefited at the expense of the 


rest of people. 

2- The previous administra- 
tions more often than not placed 
the wrong man in the wrong 
position. Placing the right person 
in the right position would help 
solve many of our problems. 

3- People in responsible posi- 
tions in foe previous administra- 
tions lost all values and did not 
feel ashamed in trespassing on 
people’s dignity and in depriving 
people from their freedom and 
their property; and finally were 
not deterred by any force from 
stealing public funds and the 
treasury. 

4- People in key positions who 
made a name for themselves 
abroad came to Jordan to assume 
important positions only to abuse 
power and to exploit people and 
their country. They pillaged Jor- 
dan, fought against the honest 
and har dworki ng people and built 
for themselves, a glory. He said 
that Jordan boasts that it can 
cany out heart transplant opera- 
tions at a time when many of its 
people lack proper vaccination 
against common diseases, and has 
todate failed to deal property 
with such diseases like measles, 
and meningitis. - 

He said that Jordan has ‘been - 
bufldmg a gloiy in the world -of 
civil aviation without possessing a 
single aircraft. In this it has incur- 
red huge debts which the people 
of this country are now forced to 
pay. 

Why should our national air 
carrier spend nearly a JD 1 mil- 
lion on a boat that cruises the 
oceans carrying eight women, all 
foreigners and have no relation 
with this country whatsoever. 
Khasawneh said that values in 
Jordan collapsed before foe dinar 
because stealing was strife and 
corruption was unabated. 

The deputy proposed that as a 
first step there should be a good 
dean up of foe governing admi- 
nistrations, and “we should first 
place the right man in the right 
place and remove all those under 
suspicion to be replaced by hon- 
est people with high qualifia- 
tions.” 

Khasawneh called on the gov- 
ernment to give more attention to 
protecting public funds, and 
urgddit to request Arab countries 
that used to provide financial 
assistance to Jordan to give Par- 
liament detailed' statements on 


foe funds paid for steadfastness forces, most prominent of wind 
over the past 15 years so that was the success of capitalist coun 
Parliament can be informed of tries in exporting their product! 
the way these funds were spent to developing countries” for tin 
and to whom they wort. economic problem. 

He said that this is foe demand Madanat suggested that tin 
of the largest sector of foe masses budget address the country’! 
in Jordan who now realise that a problems through revamping th< 
large section of these funds went economic structure, solving tin 
to a group of people who spent it unemployment problem, curbing 
on their gambling in Europe and. the rise in cost of living, and 
Ameri ca and on their own plea- balancing foreign debt rep&y- 
sare and on building palaces and meats. 

villas. He called on the govern- He said there was a very large 
ment to question all those who envisaged increase in “direct and 

a piassed wealth to explain, and indirect taxes” inthe budget cou- 
gjve account for their actions. pled with a 'reduction in invest- 
ments and more focus on spend- 
Ahmarf Qntafsh fog on infrastructure. 

Ahmad Qntaish (Madaba), a Marwan AI Hmoud 
member of the financial commit- 
tee of the House, said “foe dan- Balqa’s Deputy Marwan AI 
gers feeing us, especially the eco- said that the general 

Donne threats, can only be conn- budget comes as a statement in 
tered through Islam.’’ numbers complementing the 

The deputy raid tributeto IBs speech from foe .throne by IBs 
Majesty King Hussem, who, be Majesty King Hussein and the 
said, “had more vision and mtdb- government’s programme.. He 
gence than thosewhojvanted to ^ ^ in the 

eontinue our earher way erffife. budget Empty the nature of foe 
Qutaisb called for boil ding oommg period and includes an 
trust between foe cmzen and the Evaluation for foe past in 'its 
government, “because without programme andiwaCtices. 

tins trust wkwB not be able to- and legisiatiS **■. 

faoefoe ntfrae. thority, Hmoud said, wc should 

Jordan should have adopted admit that there are three press- 
corrective economicmeasures considerations that control 

years ago, he said. The govern- national march; 

^ The first is that “Jordan is foe 
5 amc ? I l V^SL* 11 . 52 *? d solution'’ scheme which isacon- 

spiracy that, aims not only at 
3* "* Stm m ***£ but also on foe Pafesti- 

°“£f’ ao y q \ . man issue and foe Arab system as 

SMKwfach, he ad, cookl help Hnsem's implications for This 

tf Jni e subject affirmed that Jordan is 

He called for reduced consump- ^ 

undeihnal the need to maintain SndTpeople and proSSn of 
support for the Kingdoms armed P! destine”and in defending Iraq 
Iorces ' in its war with Iran, and aimed at 

. its- democratic experience, 

issa Madanat Henceforth, he added, we should 

exert our efforts insnpportmg the 
Issa Madanat (Karak) Named Jordanian armed forces and the 
past government's political and security establishment, 
economic policies for the King- The second pressing isnre is the 

dorn's imbalance in spending be- - rising cost of living to a limit that 
tween productive and non-pro- threatens the social security. 


forces, most prominent of which : guarantees defending foe home- 
was the su ccess of capitalist coun- land and foe regime, while at the 
tries in exporting their products -same time it -guarantees foe 
to dcvekmmg countries” for the citizen's security, dignity and bis 
economic problem. voluntary contribution to this 

Madanat suggested that foe process. ' 

budget address the country’s Hmoud said that foe genera] 
problems through revamping foe ■ budget is : a general programme 
economic structure, . solving the that the executive authority can- 


ductive sectors. “These govern- 
ments overspent on service and 
infrastructure,” he said. In addi- 
tion, he said, there was a de- 
crease in spending on productive 
projects. 

He also blamed “external 


Hmoud said. 

The third- issue, he said, is 
establishing democracy not only 
verbally but as a way of thinking 
and a daily practice. He said that 
although it is foe hardest job to 
achieve, it is self-imm unity that 



. not achieve alone without foe full 
co mmitment of foe-coosututtouaT 
authorities, official and public in- 
stitutions and the citizens. He 
said that reducing consumption, 
increasing savings and invest- 
ment, reducing unemployment' 
ratios and inflation and decreasr. 
ing foe deficit in foe budget and 
the trade balance, and settling the 
exchange rates of foe Jor danian 
dinar cannot be -accompanied ex- 
cept by translat ing tiie national 
sense of pride into deeds. 

HjokhuI said that the program- 
me cannot. be. described only as 
ec on om i c , since it has various 
scopes that deal with all walks of 
life. An examjAe, beaaid,if it.was 
a practical necessity for foe re- 
form pieces to reducefoe deficit 
in the budget by increasing local 
revenues, foe focal revenues vriQ 
increase simultaneously when the 
citizen views -taxes as a duty, not 
atfjPfrurdeiL 

Hmoud recommended that foe 
private sector be given an adv- 
anced role in the processes of 
bmkUng and investment He said 
that it is time to discuss with tiie 
government a detailed program- 
me to activate foe role of the 
private sector. • 

Another issue raised by 
Hmoud was the problem of war 
ter, which be said should be given 
priority. He warned' of the shor- 
tage of water in tire coming future 
and asked for holding studies to. 
deal with this problem. 

Hmoud asked for reaching self- 
sufficiency in producing veget- 
ables and fruits for focal con- 
sumption and for exportation in 
order to adjust foe balance of 
payments. He also asked for a 
solution for the problem of de- 
pendency on other countries in 
securing the national need of 
meat. 

Hmoud also raised Baqaa 
camp’s problems, such as the 
inadequacy of health services and 
foe united Nation’s Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) proc- 
edures. 

Fakhri Kawar 
Bassam Haddadin 
Theeb Maiji 
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Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
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packing, shipping, 
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service 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
AhUyyah Girls School 


MANDARIN 
. Chinese Restaurant 

Trie only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 


Open daily 12^0-3:30 

p.m. 
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Open daily 12:00-15-30 
1800-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road- near Traffic 


Amman, Jordan 
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1 EVERY. L 

day -r 

PEOPLE mo NEEV 

MAINTENANCE 

SERVICES 
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P.O.Box *25220 AMMAN 
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/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Birbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tcrie 811214 

Come and taste our - 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight j 
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1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
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Bank. Phone: 604042 
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Processing by 
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Saudi Real Estate 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
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Open Dally 12-30~&£Opm 
7.30-41.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
tbwarda 3rd elide 


; .. ' ^asmiadhMiitf 
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Granada House 

SthORCLE MEAR " 
OWEEM ALIA COL. 


Omani Fish Restaurant 

Abdwm-JonMn S u p mi imta* Orfh Eng 


AnknanTa He*. 1 FWtRagtaumnt 

- ^♦ Fa m By A tim« et »r a4H 

OtMb daBy tor lunch and dtanw 
. ' .ReaMMMePrfees * *. 
For fl —s n md aa md'TsI wawajr 
TefcSMlT. 


Deputies Fakhri Kawar, Bassam 
Haddadin and Theeb Marji joint- 
ly presented a paper in which 
they rejected tire government’s 
draft budget after bac king their 
decision with measures they said 
foe government failed to address. 

They praised foe government’s 
riroctnral adjustment programme 
but said the draft budget failed to 
address foe social impact of the 
economic crisis. 

Despite foe importance of cut- 
ting foe budget deficit and adjust- 
ing foe deficit in foe balanre of 
payments, the deputies said the 
draft budget “<fid not tackle im- 
portant issues such as anempfoy- 
ment, foe deterioration in Irvin* 

Z: ; "““tag poverty 

and foe decline in real terms erf 
peoples incomes.” 

deputies, who are 
numbers of the leftist “Democra- 
tic Btec, said that corruption 

™ mismanagement wenf^still 
“beaded m oar public fife ” and 
u rged th e government to take 
m^gtres t ° wards developing foe 
system to 

a3 PS? s °® economic crime. 

. ine completion of the re- 

of democrat 

' d 5?8 h « *** lews 
c °nWbnto. Jd 
i 001 * adequate 

rmmc <«> mention teL 


(Continued 
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system of accountability, 
courses to remedy economic ills 
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ftructunti iffihrfMtot is tbecco- 
nomy suck as foe produc- 
tion bmc jihI ftc 
of die icrrioc* Kfoir, in addttkm 
w coatigewrf ttepciidware P* 
finwioat aid mu! extern*! bw- 
ruwiag, 

Ka«w (Aaanun), Hadda&B 
IZarq*} and M«rp (fifed) said 
foe riamc amsucr'a rcfercacc ta 
die budget 19 aoeaw^ Htocir 
on internal nrvcnueiwM nottofc 
foar. “empty riwtoiie and erf* 
ltd tor the adoption of "a target 
figure for a tradux! bw dedstvs 
action to dHMutc financial re- 
lianee no foreign countries; 
whether fort fchaoee it in foe 
form of debts or ra py a KU tl 
that lead to aid 1 ’ 

The rkpubcft said dm low in* 
crane 1-jrdaniacs paid the pace 
for i hr jpwcmmcnr’r tonsure* 
that hailed further economic de- 

icrsnrdUoo during 1989. 

“ Inflationary pressure* in- 
creased after (he 50 per cm 
dcvafiuitkm of the dxtur. ubttk* 
and tees were frozen wirjlc foe 
«.<?* id living iiKTcned roach 
hirla:! than dir rate mcmvuftcd at 
die draft tmdpct," i bey asserted, 
adding that price increase! 
"reached abnon 100 per cent/ 4 
They uud the government used 
provjwortaf im to iroaow; uuu- 
tfon without waiting ter Pnriia- 
rnem's endanemcm and that this 
uxauoa increased pressure oo 
low income families. 

“Taut about achieving social 
justice ;n this budget is « form of 
Coiipu.’* ibey Mftf "While some 
of die measures wiH lead ro 
naltreiag the profitability of cora- 
punic-. a id major capitalists, foe 
majority of these taedfutes and 
the general soao-ccanomte pofc- 
fw» will lead to escalating preu- 
wr»:» s*.*i low and middle income 
ciiizcns and (o increasing the mis- 
ery of an important sector of 
‘•odety.” 

Commuting on the govern- 
mem’s, five-year (1W1-1995) 
siruL-turai adjustment program- 
me. which they said was based on 
the programme worked out with 
the International Monetary Fan- 
day, the three dpudes said dus 
plan was designed by ‘technoc- 
rats who do not consider ppjjtj 
and social unplhauiu&s. • 

“ We still do not. know wbtrther 
this plan will be presented to 
Parliament for dtscusuon and 
approval or will be drafted in 
do-oed offices.” 

They concluded that *511106 this 
budget emanates from the 
structural adjustment programme 
signed with the IMF. and since ft 
is a continuation of the previous 
economic course..., we find 
ourselves forced to declare our 
rejection of the course adopted in 
the draft budget for I9W* hoping 
that the government will offer, in 
the future, a budget that etnan- - 
arcs from a new economic and 
political course that recognises 
the gravity of the crisis, our 
national interests .and foe in- 
terest s of the struggling sector in 
society /V 

Taher Al Masri 

Taber Al Masri (Amman) noted 
that the budget was prepared 
long time ago and it, as such, 
didn’t reflect the changes which 
occurred during the last six 
months. 

Al Masri said that the IMF 
economic structural adjustment 
programme envisages general 
terms leaving the specifics to the 
government’s judgement and, 
therefore, he asked how the au- 
thorities were distributing the au- 
sterity’ measures fairly among the 
dozens. 

He inquired about the policies 
that the government should take 
to spur the private sector to bols- 
ter the economy and regain confi- 
dence since tbe private sector was 
more qualified to do the task 
more efficiently. 

The Amman deputy saw Jor- 
dan’s prosperity in the services 
sector as ft brings to Kingdom the 
much needed foreign exchange. 
He added that doe to the feet that 
Jordan is mostly an importing 
country and input in industries 
require spending the hard curren- 
cies, the government should do 
its utmost to focus on bolstering 
the services sector and make Jor-_ 
dan a centre in this area. 

In fpither comments. Al Masri 
said that the parijamentary fi- 
nance committee failed to specify 
die amount of subsidies that 
would be required noting that it 
was undear whether the subsfcfiet 
would increase or decrease. 

Masri also inquired about rte 
revenues of gas produced from Al 
Risfceh region which be neither . 
found hated in the budget nor in 
the financial committee's report 
and asked Minister of Finance 
Basel Jwdaoeh to present an 
explanation in this regard. He 
also reiterated fis proposal “to 
annually link income tax law with 
the budget few so that percentage 


of income Ux wilt nastily be 
. dealt with m accordance with 
Jordan's economic Htuataw " 
Mean warned against any 
powftfc foilnres to property in- 
vert the Social Security Corpora- 
earn revenue* wtudt woqjd place 
00 the. Jordanian ec o n o my heavy 
ttrancaaj twvcw- 
“Jordan's economic problem* 
need long-term fohUKM* to that a 
bodge* for a fagk year cannot 
find munedeate nofictiost bet 
rather be the start. I believe that 
if the government take* into con- 
the dHswvst mmwil . 
tee’s rep or t and die amrtrec&ve 
remwki deputies presented, then 
dm wifi be the wand way to* 
ward* Marion Jordan’* economic 
and finanew probkam.” Masri 
ermtmued. 

Main o po dude d by endriwing 
the 19M draft budget. 


Sneed 


Deprey Hantaan Snood aptew 
cd r ac m rik wtt over the financial 
Ctt Bt nalKC 1 * deonoc to cm the 
Public Security Department’s 
eurtent expenantrc altncptyw*. 
and spending on umvcrrifte*. 

The Aatcian deputy argued 
that the draft budget <fcd not 
cooHiwte a “lefonn programme” 
and called on tbe g ov ernm e n t to 
restructure it* philosophy and 
concept by rearranging us priori- 
ties to g j ufruit noting chal- 
lenges mid danger* 

Saeert, a member of the "Isla- 
mic Moc" matntampd that unfit- 
ary spentfiag and aHocabots for 
food security were necessary to 
“safeguard our existence.** 

"A financial rtiatejQi based on 
Islam would be ap fvo oi md by 
miUkxts oi <mr people, ’’ be cold 
the house. 

Dr. Mohamma d AI Rsd 

Zorns Deputy Dr. Mohammad 
Al Haj said chat Che budget’s 
draft law “did not satisfy the peo- 
ple's desire to see Jordan trans- 
forming from a consuming mar- 
ket quo a producing country." 

He s»d that the capital ex- 
penditure In the budget form 31 
per cent while Che current eat- 
pCBdftsxes form 69 per cent. 
This, he said, reflects the back- 
wardness in development pro- 
jects and plans when compared to 
expenditures in ocher fields. He 
said dsax this phenomenon in foe 
budget law should be changed. 


Sand HmH*fri 

Saad Haddachn (Madaba) said 
the country’s economic problem 
was a ’’force* result of the lack of 
real allegiance to tbe homeland 
and the spirit of remqnabifity 
while adopting superficial poh- 
cies." 

Haddadm cafled for “redirect- 
ing our attention to our villages 
and rani areas and to agricnimre 
to build a strong economy." He 
said investments and production 
should be i n c re ase d and more 
employment opportunities should 
be created. - 

The Madaba deputy called for 
changing foe present form of food 
subsidies since, -be- said, “they 
only serve the rich because poor 
families consume only limited 
quantities and utilise basic food- 
stuffs such as sugar and rice with 
care." 

He opposed proposed cuts in 
allocations for the Public. Security 
Department and said the depart- 
ment had a key role in ensuring 
security and stability and in pro- 
tecting'democrwcy in tbe country. 

He called on au Arab countries 
designated as aid dooms to Jor- 
dan under tbe 1979 Baghdad 
summit resolutions to honour 
their commitments in full to 
Jordan. 

Aid Stood 

Deputy Atef Bloush said the 
draft budget should have in- 
duded a politkn! programme foal 
can enhance tbe economic reform 
fo enable the country face chal- 
lenges. 

He noted Israel’s plan, to 
absorb thousands of Soviet Jews 
info the occupied Arab terri- 
tories. 

“Israelis are intent on attract- 
ing more than 20 ntflfioti Jews 
from all over the world. This 
requires expansion which wilt not, 
be towards the sea, but towards 
the Arab Worid," Btoush said. 

“Whether it is a declared policy 
or not, we are tatgetted by the 
Israelis and, therefore, our 
budget should have reflected this 
challenge." 

The Karak deputy urged foe 
government to adopt a new 
approacb that would achieve 

^ 1 1 



to protect os from threat*.’ 

He continued that military 
aocurity mart be covpkd with 
social security "which can be 
achieved through veQ-snidied 


programmes. ! hope our econo- 
mic prabfenfci will not obstruct us 
from addressing social develop- 
ment and socio-economic imba- 
lance*/’ 

“The poverty problem has *o 
be addressed before it turns into 
an erupting volcano which could 
destroy us and will be very diffi- 
cult to control," Btoush warned. 

Abdul Rahim Akuur 

Deputy Abdul Rahim Akour 
said he was disappointed with the 
government's failure 10 address 
“humanitarian aspects” in the 
budget. 

"If we are looking for the 
success of our development drive, 
it is necessary that we concentrate 
on human being as our first prior- 
ity," Akour said. "Therefore, I 
do not think that Jordanians, who 
have been accustomed to con- 
sumerism will be able to change 
unless we move toward educat- 
ing them how to abandon person- 
al interests for the sake of the 
majority." 

He observed that the budget 
focused on the role of the public 
sector without engaging “pockets 
of wealth in society who exploited 
the devaluation of the dinar to 
raise prices and make great pro* 
fits." 

Akour noted that while tbe 
cost of living increased by 27 per 
cent, incomes remained the 
same. 

Salnmeh Gbwairi 

Salameh Gbwairi of Zarqa criti- 
cised the draft budget for "failing 
to provide expected and adequate 
fund allocations” to govemorates 
and districts. 

"This means that some gov- 
ernorates will not enjoy any 
allocations at all in this budget, 
including the Goveroorate of 
Zarqa. The Zarqa G overnorate's 
share of the gross expenditure, as 
proposed in the 1990 draft fiscal 
budget, does not commensurate 
with its huge size or population,” 
Ghwairi sud. 

Turning to the large number of 
factories located s o Zarqa Gov- 
emorate, Gbwairi urged the gov- 
ernment and Ministry of Industry 
and Trade in particular “to com- 
mit these factories to tile duty of 
contributing to developing local 
environment and, furthermore, 
to launch a special charter that 
organises dealings between the 
administrations of these factories 
and the govemorates’ muntripali- 
ties so as to promote our socie- 
ty/' Ghwairi added. 


Jamal Kbrdsba 

Jamal Khreisha (Balqa) under- 
lined the importance of protect- 
ing Jordan’s national security as 
the foundations of Arab national 
security. "AH of us should be 
aware of the threats and dangers 
facing us and work together, be 
said. 

“National debt is a national 
cause of concern; unemployment 
rod higher prices are national 
issues, therefore, the government 
has to find suitable solutions to 
these problems," he said. 

He described the budget as 
“dear and objective." 

‘’The financial Comoriaee'fi 
report on the budget was reason- 
able and balanced, therefore 1 
agree with the financial Commit- 
tee's recommendation to merge 
some institutions and approve of 
the commerce's recommendation 
to organise foe budget according 
to regions," he said. 

Jamal Shrdrefa 

Jamal Shreireb said the budget 
“does not reflect foe monetary 
reality of the government since ft 
does not include the budgets of 
institutions such as Royal Jordan 
aim, foe Jordan Valley Author- 
ity etc.” and 1 ask the govern- 
ment to present in. with the 


budgets of these institutions. 

“The debt resulting from the 
military aid fund experiment, 
which we are now working to 
pay, is an experiment that should 
not be repeated and there ft no 
need for secrecy in ft&ucs which 
pertain to the spending of the 
armed forces,” be said. 

“The budget indicated that tax 
revenues tins year will reach JD 
ISO million, exceeding by far last 
year's JD 60 million and 1 hope 
that the tax department will not 
burden citizens with further 
taxes,” be said. 

He called for expanding tbe 
independence of the Central 
Bank of Jordan and a reconsid- 
eration of the policy of work 
permits for foreign labour with a 
view to limit incoming labour.”' 


Saleeo ZuTri 

Baoi Kinana Deputy Salee m 
ZuTn said that Jordan's financial 
and economic problems are rep- 
resented in rocketing prices, un- 
employment, an increasing ux 
burden, foreign indebtedness, tbe 
slump in the dinar’s rate of ex- 
change. and the drop in gold and 
foreign, exchange reserves* . . 

Zubi said that it is impossible 
for the government to fulfil its 
promise to solve the economic 
crisis and at the same time shoul- 
der the responsibility of repaying 
debts and interest. This, he said, 
creates doubts about the govern- 
ment's pledges to get oat of the 
crisis. 

“It was incumbent (on Jordan) 
to direct attention in the first 
place to writing off part of these 
debts before going into the pro- 
cess of rescheduling. This is based 
on objective and practical consid- 
erations including tbe rise in the 
dollar's rate of exchange against 
the dinar, which almost multi- 
plied tiie size of these debts, and 
tbe Act that Jordan, with its 
limited resources and deteriorat- 
ing economic situation, is incap- 
able of paying hs debts," be 
added. 

Zu*bi added that tbe financial 
committee's economic correction 
“is designed to increase tbe bur- 
dens of direct and indirect 
taxes... and to cut expenditure — 
such as freezing salaries and in- 
vestment expenditures — in 
order to save enough funds 
needed to settle debt instalments 
even if this could be at the ex- 
pense of a low standard of living 
and exhausting citizens with in- 
creasing taxes." Stressing that 
this plan will “further impoverish 
and starve citizens," Zu*bi said 
that solution lies in settling the 
problem of indebtedness. 

“This cannot be done through 
scheduling or rescheduling of 
debts but rather through holding 
negotiations with the aim of writ- 
ing off all or part of these debts. 
Jordan should conduct an inter- 
nationally effective role in ax>p- 
c ration with a number of inde- 
bted countries to attain this 
objective,” Zulri asserted. 

-He also called for eradicating 
symbols of corruption that in- 
flicted damage 00 the national 
economy and underlined the 
need to restore foods smuggled 
outside Jordan. 


Saltan Al Adwaa 

Sultan Al Adwan (Balqa) 
struck the cord of revenues fry 
noting that most government in- 
come was from taxes, fees and 
licenses. He said h was dangerous 
that government earnings focus 
on these areas and should be 
expanded to include income from 
productive sectors and exports. 


Nayef AI Undid 

NayefAI Had id (Amman) thank- 
ed foe present and the past gov- 
ernments for stabilising the eco- 


nomy and tbe Jordanian currency 
and for regaining the public confi- 
dence after a series of deteriora- 
tion in remittances from expatri- 
ates and a dedme in exports and 
investments. He urged foe gov- 
ernment to continue the poUozes 
of adjustments by publicising the 
necessary information to the 
people. 

Ai Hadid then turned to the 
Kingdom’s indebtedness which 
be said ft was for above the 
normal fcmt of S3 billion for a 
country. He said that indebted- 
ness in any country shook! not 
exceed 40 per cent of gross 
domestic product but in Jordan it 
was 300 per cent and, moreover, 
it exceeded $2,000 per individual. 

The Amman deputy suggested 
controlling and reducing the cur- 
rent expenditures through the fol- 
lowing means: 

1) Nor to send delegations 10 

attend co nfer ence* abroad and to 
delegate an ambassador or embas- 
sy staff to re pr esent Jordan at 
such conferences. In very impor- 
- tant cases, the government 
should not send more 

than three representatives and for 
a period not exceeding rate week. 

2) Reduce the number of gov- 
ernment parties and receptions to 
the bare minimum. 

3) Cut the number of trainees 
which the government sends 
abroad. 

4) Control the telephone ex- 
penses of hi gh ranking officials. 

5) Contras foe transport ex- 
penses of government vehicles. 

6) Save fo 2 nwIKp w annually 
by cannrIHng the Greater Am- 
man Municipality and r e tur n ing 
the counties surrounding Amman 
to their former status. 

7) Give specialised Jordanian 
companies the engineering de- 
signs which, according to the 
budget, are valued at JD 8.S 
million under “research and stu- 
dies" titles. 

Abdul Satan Frefoaf 

Ajloun Deputy Abdul Salam 
Fretbat said that Ajloun district 
did not get enongi attention from 
successive offidab in the govern- 


ment. 

He said that Ajloun. which bad 
its leading role is Jordan's past 
and was the adnwmqrative centre 
for all the regions in northern 
Jordan, is qualified to become a 
goveroorate. 

Health services in Ajloon dis- 
trict, Frtidbat said, are of low 
levels and that the health situa- 
tion is still deteriorating. He 
added that the concerned author- 
ities had specified allocations for 
building a modern hospital in 
Ajkxm district, and for the sur- 
pass of the peqpie foe concerned 
authority bought Al FJman hos- 
pital winch was founded SO years 
ago by a foreign charitable socie- 
ty, without any change in its 
eqitipmem or cadres. 

FrcfluU said foal nobody knows 
where or how allocations for foe 
hospital and its equipment were 
spent. 

Fawzl TaPraefe 

Dr. Fawzi Tai’meh (Balqa) fo- 
cused on the agricultural aspect 
of the economy by stressing foe 
food security priority. He con- 
tended that mod security was the 
key to break away from economic 
cokmiahsm of worid powers and 
its agencies such as the IMF and 
foe World Bank. 

The Balqa deputy said that tbe 
budget contained no on 

agricultural development... a 
situation which will keep Jordan a 
big spender on food imports and 
food subsidies. 

Tat’meh d isag reed with foe re- 
commendation of die financial 
committee to reduce foe budget 
of Public Security Department. 

He called for anting 
on government vehicles and for 
strict controls ever all fixed assets 
in as muds as fi ghting corruption 
on afl levels. On tbe revenue side 
he said rich people should contri- 
bute more and that poor people 
should not financially pressed 
beyond their present hard condi- 
tions. 

Finally Tai’meh stressed the 
mgent need to attain self-suffi- 
ciency by moving more towards 
productive enterprises. 


Nawwsf Khawaideh 

Nawwaf Fans Khawaldeh (Maf- 
raq) chose the Audit Bureau as 
being foe main guardian to public 
funds and foe comptroller on 
government spending. As such, 
he urged giving foe bureau all foe 
power to play a major role in 
governing trends of efficiencies or 
corruption wherever they may be 
located. 

K h a waldeh hi ghlig h te d the suf- 
fering of dozens from the high 
cost of living and urged foe gov- 
ernment to brake inflation and 
adopt practical measures to re- 
duce prices in general. 

Tbe Mafraq deputy also called 
on foe government to pifraiise 
some public institutions in the 
fields of transport am! telecom- 
munication. 

Finally, Khawaldeh, noted that 
some government institutions 
rent their premises from the pri- 
vate sector at high dost and he 
recommended that the govern- 
ment should study this subject 
and consider building its own 
premises to be financed by foe 
Social Security Corporation. 


Abdullah Zreiqat 

Deputy Abdullah Zreiqat told 
the House that the draft budget 
for 1990 was void of any solution 
for tbe existing unemployment 
problem which is being aggra- 
vated every day. 

Zreiqat called on the govern- 
ment to initiate new small pro- 
ductive projects in various pans 
of the country especially in the 
rural areas and the badia, to help 
find work for the people and to 
stop the movement of people 
from the country to cities. 

Zreiqat also called on the gov- 
ernment to tighten control on the 
labour market in Jordan and to 
substitute foreign and non-Jorda- 
nian Arab workers with local 
people who can do the job and 
earn a living. 

The deputy criticised former 
economic planners for ruining the 
national economy and said that 


Ionian's image abroad has be- 
come distorted and blurred as a 
result of tbe actions of those 
responsible for planning and the 
economy. 

Zreiqat called on foe govern- 
ment to come to foe aid of the 
needy groups in society to help 
them face soaring prices and foe 
high cost of living. For this to 
happen, he said, tighter control 
should be damped on merchants 
especially those dealing with food 
supplies. 

In addition, he demanded that 
the government start looking 
seriously for new areas abroad 
where Jordanians can be em- 
ployed. 

Zreiqat criticised the draft 
budget for giving more attention 
to capital expenditure rather than 
development projects. He said 
that foe budget did not present a 
comprehensive and integrated 
national plan that can help end 
foe economic crisis in Jordan. 


Hicham Shamri 

Deputy Hisham Sharaxi of 
Ma’an Governoraie expressed 
some reservations about the; 
finangial committee report. He' 
enquired about the proposal to 
merge tbe Agricultural Credit 
Corporation with the Coopera- 
tive Organisation when, the latter 
is a private institution. 

“How come we demand cutting 
budgets of universities while we 
demand enrollment of larger 
numbers of students... and now 
come we demand cutting budget 
Of the Public Security Depart- 
ment at a time we concentrate on 
bolstering the security organ and 
raising its efficiency to protect 
citizens?’’ Sharari asked. 

He also called for restructuring 
the Aqaba Region Authority so 
that it would become a centre for 
“planning and executing aD prog- 
rammes and development plans 
in southern district “ 

Sharari also criticised proposal 
to cut municipalities’ budgets 
stressing that “this will have 
adverse effect on municipalities 
and citizens as well.” 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

HIGHER COLLEGES OF TECHNOLOGY 

Invite applications for 

FACULTY 

from qualified professionals to teach 
in Colleges located throughout the Emirates 
in the following subject areas: 

BUSINESS 

Accounting, General Business, Office Administration, information Systems, 

Internationa! Trade & Banking 

TECHNOLOGY 

CiviJ Engineering, Electronic Engineering, Chemical Engineering, 

Avionics, Airframe and Aeroengines 

HEALTH SCIENCES 

Medical Laboratory Science, imaging 

ACADEMIC 

English as a Second Language, Islamic Studies, Arabic studies. 

Applied Maths and Physics, Computer Studies 

Applicants must have several years post-secondary teaching and relevant business / industrial experience. 
Experience of teaching in English is essential. Initial employment agreements 
will be for two years and will commence in August 1990. 

The Higher Colleges of Technology have been established by the Government of 
thb United Arab Emirates. Instructions of the National students with the exception of 
Arabic and Islamic studies is in English. 

Applications should be in English and include a complete CV detailing education, 
training, teaching, business, industrial and other relevant experience. A handwritten 
cover letter should be attached. Applications in Arabic will not be considered. 

P.O.BOX 47025 
Abu Dhabi 
United Arab Emirates 

Applications must be submitted by February 23rd 1990. 
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Egypt increases oil pipeline 
transit tolls, plans expansion 


S. Arabia to export gold, silver soon 


.CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — Officials have increased by 
one-fourth the cost of sending oil through an 
overland pipeline skirting the Suez Canal to the 
Mediterranean Sea and plan a 50 per cent expansion 
of its capacity. 


fThflirman Ibr ahim Hamza of 

the Arab Petroleum Pipelines 
Co., which . owns the facility 
known as Sumed, (fid not specify 
when the higher transit tolls were 
implemented. But he said they 
wiD last "until die end of Decem- 
ber”, implying a review after- 
ward. 

Effective Jan, 1, transit tolls for 
the canal north of Sumed's east- 
ern mouth on the Gulf of Suez 
increased by up to 73 per cent. 
At the same time, the Suez Canal 
Authority’s chairman, Ezzat 
Adel, announced a discount 
scheme for supertankers tha t use 
the pipeline in conjunction with 
canal transits. 

The government's Middle East 
News Agency quoted Sumed’s 
Hamza as saying the new pipeline 
toll is $2.55 a ton. 

Sumed officials in the 
Mediterranean city of Alexandria 


told the Associated Press the old 
tolls for crude oil going through 
the 336-kilometxe double pipeline 
were $1.70 to 2J2Q a ton, depend- 
ing on the type of crude. This 
ipp-ant an average of almost $2 a 
ton. 

Hamza did not give the new 
fnitirmnn rc and maximum foils. 
His figure of $2.55 a ton 
apparently represented the aver- 
age new rate. 

He said the increase decision 
“was taien in the light of econo- - 
mic studies, world oil market 
forecasts and the economics of 
operating tankers.” 

The news agency quoted him as 
saying that more than 50 per cent 
of Arab oil from producers in die 
Gulf destined for Europe went 
through Sumed last year. In all, 
36 types of Arab crime oil move 
through it, he said. 

The pipeline runs from Ain 


Sukhna, 54 kilometres south of 
Suez, across die Eastern Desert 
to a point just south of Cairo. 
There it tuns northwest to Sfrfi 
Kreir on the Mediterranean 
coast, 27 kflometies west of Alex- 
andria. 

Hamza said Egypt’s oil minis- 
ter, Abdul Haoy KandiL has 
approved a project to raise die 
pipeline’s annual capacity from 
the present 30 million tons to 120 
millio n fons. 

The Egyptian government 
owns 50 per cent of company 
shares almost all its person- 
nel are Egyptians. Each of die 
governments of Sandi Arabia, 
Kuwait and United Arab Emi- 
rates has 15 per cent of shares and 
Qatar 5 per cent. 

When the line began operating 
in 1977, its capacity was 40 mil- 
lion tons annually. That was dou- 
bled shortly afterward. 

Because the Suez Canal 
accommodates ships with drafts 
no deeper than 16 metres, the 
pipeline enables supertankers too 
large for a loaded canal transit to 
unload at Ain Sukhna. The oil is 
pumped through the 1.05-metre 


Gas windfall puts Qatar at 
‘get-rich -quick’ crossroads 


DOHA (R) — String ontop of 
die world’s biggest natural gas 
field, the sparsely populated Gulf 
emirate of Qatar is trying to 
decide how to get rich quickest 

The- huge gas field stretching 
oat under the shadow waters of 
die Gulf towards Iran should 
power and bankroll the emirate 
into die next century. 

But derisions on what indus- 
tries to set up and when and 
'where to sell the gas are proving' 
troublesome for Qatar’s policy: 
makers. 

“The decisions.. Jn the coming 
'six months wifi effect Qatar for 
die next 20 to 30 years,” one 
financial analyst said. 

Among projects being consi- 
dered are expanding a fertiliser 
manufacturing complex, b uilding 
an ethylene and polythene plant, 
setring up a ferro-alloy complex 
and establishing an alumini um 
smelter. 

After four years of recession, 
higher oil prices — ofl brings in 90 
per cent of die emirate’s income 
— and the development of die 
North Field bold toe promise of 
better times. 


Bankers estimate Qatar's oil 
earnings at around $2 » hot 

year, nearly a third higher than 
estimated. 

Despite the recession, develop- 
ment of Qatar’s infrastructure has 
continued apace — albeit some of 
ft at the expense of local contrac- 
tors — and private housing com- 
plexes have mnshmnmwi around 
Doha where most of the 300,000 
population live. 

Modem roads and flyovers 
snake aro und the capital 's marble 
and glass skyscrapers in stark 
contrast to toe barren deserts 
which sweep across the rest of the 
country. 

The gas field represents money 
in the bank for Qatar but od 
industry executives in Doha fear 
delays in derision-making could 
set bade toe co un tr y’ s develop- 
ment. 

“There, are so many projects 
waiting in the pipeline to be 
derided and the gas will be here 
next year,” a bank executive in 
Doha said. 

“If we miss the boat now, it will 
take years to reach toe same 
point,” one oil industry analyst 


said. 

F ina nc ia l ana l yaf i and bankers 
in Qatar befieve the emirate's 
new cabinet, formed last year, 
will have a more pragmatic 
approach to the pressing econo- 
mic derision-making than the old 
guard It replaced. 

Qatar was in deficit for four 
yeas after toe oil price collapse 
m 1986. Due to strict government 
expenditure control and cats in 
project mending, the actual gap 
was small, bankers said. 

The emirate’s 1989/90 budget, 
which runs from April in Much 
had a 5.6 billion rryal ($1.5 bil- 
lion) deficit, compared to 6.1 
billion riyals ($1.67 bQUon) toe 
year be fore . 

One controversial method of 
controlling spending was delaying 
payments to local contractors for 
up to a year — financial so ur ce s 
said rids helped to slow the eco- 
nomy and prevented high infla- 
tion. 

Bnt increasing 00 revenues and 
government borrowing now 
meant Qatar would be able to 
reduce the deferred payment 
period to three months and even- 
tually lift it completely. 


pipes to Skfi Kreir, where ft is 
picked up by other tankers or by 
toe original s u pert a nker after 
transiting toe canal empty or 
with a reduced load. 

Hamza said Sumed has turned 
Si(fi Kreir into “a world oil trad- 
ing centre for toe national com- 
panies of the Gulf states. Some 
countries, such as Saudi Arabia, 
are posting cal prices as delivered 
at Sidi Kreir.” 

The Ain Sukhna and Sidi Kreir 
terminals have 13 storage tanks 
each, and an additional two 
under construction ar each end, 
Sumed officials said. Each tank’s 
capacity is about 85,000 terns. 

Based cm a feasibility study, 
Sumed’s expanded capacity will 
be achieved by bufldmg a station 
halfway along the pipeline just 
south of Cairo to bocstpumpnig. 

Hamza said $90 milli on have 
been appropriated for toe station 
but did not say when construction 
will begin or when the expansion 
project will be completed. 

Egypt gets 27.5 per cent of 
pipeline revenues in transit royal- 
ties pins 50 per cent of net profit 
under the shareholding agree- 
ment. 

I Alba seeks. 
$560m loan 

BAHRAIN (R) — Aluminium 
Bahrain BSC (Alba) has asked a 
consortium of banks led by 
Bahrain's Arab Wawkn^g Cor- 
poration (ABC) and Kuwait- 
based Gulf Investment Corpora- 
tion (GIC) to arrange a $560 
million loan, bankets have said. 

The 10-year facility, the biggest 
commercial loan in the Gulf for 
several years, is toe first part of 
$1.4 billion expansion that will 
more than double the smelter’s 
capacity to 465,000 tonnes per 
year. 

Bankers said details of toe loan 
package would be finalised in the 
next few days and other interna- 
tional h anks invited to join after- 
wards. The loan would probably 
be signed before toe holy month 
of Ramadan begins in Late March. 

Two other consortia, one led 
by Bahrain's Gulf International 
Bank and London-based Chase 
Investment Bank and toe other 
by Citibank, had competed for 
toe mandate to arrange the loan. 

The ABC consortium includes 
Manufacturers Hanover, Arab 
Bank Limited, Riyadh Bank, 
National Commercial Bank, 
Bank of Tokyo, Industrial Bank 
of Japan, Mitsubishi Bank and 
Sumitomo Bank. 


OECD: Turkey must cut spending 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey must 
cut state spending before it can 
bring down its high inflation rate, 
predicted more than 60 per cent 
in 1990, toe OECD said. 

The Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) said in its latest 
annual report that inflation would 
continue to plague Turkey doe to 
large public deficits, supply res- 
traints and a lack of productive 
investments. 

The Paris-based “think-tank” 
for 24 nations predicted that con- 
sumer prices would rise by 63 per 
cent tins year, compared with 69 
per cent in 1989 and 75 per cent in 
1988. 

“Further steps to limit the cen- 
tral government’s access to cen- 
tral bank financing would help to 


curtail the most important source 
of structural inflation,” it said in 
toe report. 

“Announcements of monetary 
targets appear to be indispens- 
able to... achieve compatibility 
between fiscal and monetary poli- 
cies,” ft noted. 

For the first tune in Turkey’s 
66-year-old history, the central 
bank this month announced a 
deflationary monetary plan. It 
also made dear that monetary 


It also questioned whether the 
present mix of policies would 
gradually rednee the inflation 
rate and ft warned that any feath- 
er increases in inflation could 
en d an g er the targets of a new 


five-year development plan. 

It predicted growth of toe real 
gross national product (GNP) 
"would recover in 1990, helped by 
a return to normal levels of farm 
output. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


ported by fiscal and economic 
policies. 

The OECD said the structural 
reform process launched in 1980, 
helping export-led growth and 
curing the acute hard currency 
shortage of the late 1970s, was far 
from complete. 


I v/T; 




Poles to set up private bank 

WARSAW (R) — A Polish businessman has announced plans to 
set up the first private bank in Poland since World War n. 
Ateksander Gawronik, owner of a network of foreign exchange 
bureaux in the West of the country, told a news conference he had 
received initial pe rmissi on from the central bank, the National 
Bank of Poland. Hie said he expected the finance ministry's 
approval in toe next few days to set op the Poznan Bank-A.G. 
Go. in the western city of Poznan and hoped to start operations 
within two months. He said he had put up initial capital of more 
than 4.5 billion rioties ($470,000) in the bank which would start 
by issuing short-term credits to enterprises and would also deal 
;with private customers. 

Peugeot, Renault agree to cooperate 

I PARIS (R) — French carmakers Peugeot and Renault have 
agreed to begin a joint 1.2 billion franc ($210 million) research 
programme to cut pollution from cars. Topics to be studied 
andude reduction of carbon monoxide emissions from conven- 
tional petrol engines, alternative fnels such as hydrogen, and 
electric drive systems. The government would contribute between 
450 million and 500 million francs ($79 millio n and $88 million), 
Industry Minister Roger Fauroux told a news conference. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


“My horoscope says I’m going to 
have a romantic evening with a 
loved one. What are YOU 
going to do?” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD QAME 
by Hanrt Amok) and Bob Lae 


unscramble these four Jumbles, 
cine letterto eecb square, to term 
four ordinary words. 


Sunday, Jawary 28, 1990- 
Ccntral Bank official rates 




Now arrange the tirded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


U-S- dollar 
Found 


Swiss base 


sd Breach Craac 11541 1142 

iepsaeK yea (for 100) 461.1 465.7 
659-0 665.0 DfaTBrikkr 3*6-9 350.4 

1096.7 1107.7 Swafahoowa 106.8 107.9 

390.6 3915 Mafattvllin 52J S&0 

44LS 44&2. Bcfeiw foac0M 10) 1*7. 1*6 


Aibht the 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: OPIUM GLOAT DINGHY COBALT 
Answer: A guy who tries to start a business on a 
shoestring eomattMs ends up teWng this— 

A GOOD “LACING" 


JEDDAH (AP) — Sandi Arabia, 
the world's leading oil exporter 
and possessing a quarter of global 
oil reserves, win soon start ex- 
porting gold, silver and other 
precious metals, officials said 


The exports will be from the 
Sikhaybarat mute which lies 300 
kilometres east of the dty of 
Medina on the Red Sea, and are 
scheduled to start early 1991 at a 
rate of 1,500 kilogrammes a year. 

The S?ndi Company for Pre- 
cions Metals (SCPM), a 50-50 
Sandi-Swedish joint venture run- 
ning the project with a capital of 
103 millio n riyab ($25 million), 
diyinsfirf the export plans as it 
invited tenders for toe setup of a 


four-mega watt-cap aerty power 
plant as part of the needed utili- 
ties. Feb. 3 is the deadline for 
bids. 

The gold will be shipped over- ' 
seas by air to be sold on die basis 
of competitive bids to refineries 
in Europe and toe Far East, 
company officials said. 

The kingdom claims an ancient 
gold mining area r unni ng fa) a 
crescent-shaped seam on its west- 
ern coast, with some saying it was 
once King Solomon’s legendary 
mines. From time to time it tried 
to revive toe pits, but a serious 
effort began only in 1983. . . 

Hie first modem gold mine is 
at Mahd Ad-Dahab area, south- 
west of Medina, estimated to 


have reserves of 1.1 nuIEoa tons 
of gold ore. Sikhaybarat has re- 
serves of approximately SA mfl- 
Kon tonsofpre, giving the project 
a fife span of 13 yems; according 
to company statistics,. 

SCPM says a number of in- 
teresting prospects have been 
identified m toe vicinity of Mahd 
Ad-Dahab and that exploration 
work is afready.planned for asses- 
sing their potentiaL 

SCPM was set up in 1988 by the 
General Petroleum and Mineral 
Organisation, or Pelxomin, and 
Brighten '‘of Sweden mainly to 
cxpkXff gold and other metals. at 
the Snkhaybarat area, BoBden,a 
member of Trellaborg Group, 
has developed ’and operated ab- 


ort 50 minra in Swedena^ 

countries since it was established 

™B^t^the Snkhaybarat project 
dates back to 1983 when Petro- 
mfn and Boliden together began 
exploration work wtocfa piwed 
that gold was available m com- 
mercial quantities. 

Hie explaratory drilling re- 
vealed that gold ore not only 
occurred in toe previously mmed 
quartz vans but also in 
dtarite instrnsions associated with 

ffreni. ■ . 

The ore body is so dose to toe 
surface that open pit miim ag 
methods could be used msteadoi 
much more complicated under- 
ground mining methods, the offi- 
cials said. 


Iraqi economist criticises' budget 


BAGHDAD (AP) — A top Iraqi 
economist Saturday criticised the 
state budget for 1990 as being 
incapable of boosting growth or 
curbing inflation — toe two main 
targets set by the government. 

Professor Humam A1 Shamaa 
wrote in the daily A1 Qaddissiya 
that heavy reliance on deficit 
financing and an insistence on 
boosting profits of state-run in- 
dustries were bound to push infla- 
tion higher. 

“From details of toe budget 
released so far, ft is obvious that 
no recondHation can be achieved 
between the targets of combating 
inflation, and economic growth,’' 
AI Shamma wrote. 

The artide in Al Qaddissiya, 
which is toe newspaper of the 
Iraqi armed forces, was an un- 
usual care of an officially tolerated 
criticism of baric government 
policy. 

In other recent signs of a mea- 


sured opening of public fife In 
tightly controlled Iraq, toe gov- 
ernment recently lifted a ban on 
foreign travel by Iraqis. 

The government has not pro- 
vided feD budget figures, but ft 
has released — for toe first tmus 
in years — some of toe allocation 
totals for particular sectors. 

Iraq’s deputy prime minister 
for economic affairs, Sadonn 
Hamadi, said earlier th« month 
the main objective of toe budget 
was to curb inflation, conserva- 
tively estimated at 40 per cent 
annually. 

Hamadi said the government 
would seek to accelerate econo- 
mic development, supply more 
baric goods, maintain toe needs 
of the army and off foreign debts. 

But ALShamaa said the gov- 
ernment’s reliance on printing 
more money to cope with the 
budget deficit, as well as expected 


increases in toe prices of goods 
sold by toe government-owned 
e nterpri ses, wfll lead to skyrock- 
etbng inflation. 

Hr flkfl criticised a government 
system that allows Iraqis to fan- 
port whatever goods they want 
from abroad by wsnig their sav- 
ings abroad, as one .more factor 
that would increase jpffafiwn. ' 

Most of toe goods imported 
now by nring this facility are paid 
for with Iraqi dinars snuggled to 
neighbouring countries such as 
Kuwait, Jordan and Turkey. 

Iraq is expected to make about 
$18 button from its ofl exports In 
1990. 

Al Shamaa also criticised the 
government’s economic plan for 
setting the ctpbmg of inflation as 
its top priority. . 

“It would rather pnt paying 
foreign debts as the first priority, 
accelerating economic growth as 


second, and then other objec- 
tives,” he wrote. 

Iraq's f oreign debt is estimated 
at $25-$30 billion. 

That does not include an esti- 
mated S30-S35 billion provided 
by Saudi Arabia and other Gulf 
Arab states to prop up Iraq's 
economy during the eight-year 
Gulf war. Economists befieve toe 
gandis and their partners wifi 
write that off. 

Iraq suspended payments on 
much of its foreign drift during 
the war. Since the ceasefire ft has 
been negotiating individually 
with its creditors to reschedule 
debt. 

The govern ment has 
announced its, intention to seek 
medium and long-term credit. 
Iraq announced earlier this 
month it plans to pay off $3 
MKon of ns debt tins year and 
stop all costly short-term bor- 
rowing. 


Britain posts record trade deficit 


LONDON (R) — Britain has 
unveiled a record trade gap for 
1989. 

The current account deficit, the 
widest measure of Britain’s fore- 
ign trade, rose to £203 bflhon 
($33.8 billion) last year from the 
previous record of £14.7 billiOD 
($24.5 billion) in 1988, official 
figures showed. 

Bnt the December deficit, 
which was more closely watched 
by .tiie markets, fan- 

proved to £1.12 trillion- :($1.96 
billion) from il.4 bflfion ($23 
btHion) the previous month. 

The December deficit was the 
best for 15 months and compared 
favourably with market forecasts 
of around £1.6 billion ($2.7 tui- 


tion). 

The narrower merchandise 
trade deficit for 1989 was also a 
record at £22.99 billion ($38.25 
billion), after £20.83 billion 
($34.7 bflfion) in 1988 and £10.93 
bifikm ($18.2 billion) in 1987. 

Financial analysts said toe fi- 
gures were good news for the 
government but not enough to 
bring about a low e ri ng of Bri- 
tain’s relatively high interest 
rates. .•! 

*?Even the most dbeeriess of 
people*, would - have to say tint 
these figures are jolly good,” said 
BUI Martin, chief economist at 
stockbrokers UBS Phillips and 
Drew. 

Richard Jeffrey, director of 


economics at brokers Hoare 
Govett, said: “I think the govern- 
ment wflT tie extremely encour- 
aged, bnt ft. cannot be said that 
these figures are enough to open 
the door to lower interest rates.” 

Inflation, curren tly running at 
an «tww»ai rate erf 7.7 per cent, 
' remained a problem, he added. 

Hie government said .the data 
shfrwed British firm s had per- 
formed well in ' the final three 
months pf 1989 despite high in- 
terest rates. 

'The figures for the quarter 
provide- dear : evidence that Brit- 
ish industry is responding weH to 
the current challenging arcumst- 
ahees,” ' a treasury spokesman 
said. - J ‘ 


The soaring trade deficit 
.prompted the government to 
push interest rates even higher 
last year to curb inflation and 
damp down demand for impor ted 
goods. Bank base rates were last 
. raised In October from 14 to 15 
per cent after being as low as 73 
■■ per cent in tire spring of 1988. 

. The opposition Labour. Party 
said toe record annual deficit was 
. grim hews for Britain. Finance 
^ke^nan -Gordon Brown said: 
“Chdy toe moat ; coni{riacent and 
bliinretosiqnbcte^ the gov- 
ernment would take credit for a 
. monthly deficit above . £1 billion 
($1.66 billion) that concludes the 
worst trading year in Britain’s 
history.” 


OTS to take action against Bush’s son 


WASHINGTON (R)— The reg- 
ulator of the U.S. savings indus- 
try, rocked by a scandal esti- 
mated to cost American tax- 
payers more than $150 billion, 
will take administrative action 
against President George Bush's 
son, Neil, charging conflict of 
interests in derisions he made as a 
director of failed savings institu- 
tion in Colorado. 

The Office of Thrift Supervi- 
sion. (OTS) said it would seek a 
cease and desist order against 
Bush, a former director of Silver- 
ado B anking , Savings and Loan 


seized by the government m De- 
cember 1988. 

The order, a less severe sanc- 
tion than the agency has imposed 
against other former Sftrarado 


officials, would direct Bush not to 
engage in any further conflict of 
interest, should he ever work at a 
federally-insured savings institu- 
tion. 

The OTS said ft decided to 
seek the administrative actum 
against the president's son after 
be announced that he had broken 
off negotiations with the agency, 
which had been going on for 
several weeks. 

Silverado ft one of hundreds of 
savings institutions whose failures 
over the past several years 
prompted a $159 billion bailout 


August. At least 200 institutions 
are expected to become insolvent 
in the months ahead in addition 
to the more than 300 that have 
already been seized, sold or li- 


quidated by the U.S. government . 
since AqgusL 

To win tiie cease and desist 
order, the matte r mat be heard 
by an OTS adnumrtrativie law 
judge in a process that could take 
up to a yem to complete. If Bush 
loses; he rouM -appeaL 

Bosh, 35, oneof ti»presadcnt J » 
four, sons and owner of an oil and 
' exploration firm in Denver, has 
denied any wrongdoing in con- 
nection with his rote as a Silver- 
ado director. 

He resigned his post in August 
1988, two weeks after his father 


idential nomination. 

Frye other former Silverado 
officials have agreed to OTT5 
orders during the part few weeks 
that effectively bar than from the 


U/HAf 5 TAKING 
YOU 50 LONG, 
CHARLE5? j 


savings and loan and banking 
business. 

- Experts and regulators have 
cited fraud and mismanagement 
by savings and loan executives as 
major factors behind toe indus- 
try’s crisis. 

The government seized control 
of Silverado in December 1988 
and subsequently sold ft to First 
Nationwide Financial Corpora- 
tion. Estimates of the cost of the 
failure to U.S. taxpayers range as 
high as $1.6 billion. 

The OTS has been investigat- 
ing charges that Bush took part in 
decisions to approve loans ■ to 
businesses associates. 

It said its examiners found Sfl- 
verado managers were deficient 
in a sse s si n g the creditwor thiness 
of borrowers. 
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Christie almost matches world record 


AUCKLAND. Nw Zc start 
( API — Ltaford Chmtk fiirt m 
eaily-*ca»» ftanat due to riv- 
al* dema the world Sertay wt* 
a snowtag 9.93 wwoih. IflOthof 
a second ontaate Chef Lews'* 
*®rid record, to wfe Ac. 100 
"jcircs ax she Coorttami with 
Game*. 
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fcgjbtod.. 

“r» realty phased,” CfaratK 
said after btflrriag ho-Keufiiud 
woe of UMC« 0 CQod» that was the 
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Wires do sou tad now? 

A. —You ha** taevttau topper: Tor 
partner 1 ! fim «*n, hut that doesn't 
er.idfc you tti *p wild. 5 w* iJwre 
*alun were already taken mtr ac- 
count when you made your iwo- 
nvcr-tine respome, a tad of two 
hurt* on* dors ynor hand fuH 
juiUcr. ■ . . 

<*■2— Neither tutacutib. u South 
-.au hold: 

♦ « :Q95 . AJKlfTS *1«M 

The bidding ha* pr o. ced ed. 

North Em South W«tt 

I * Pw 1 •'■■ t * 
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A.— Since partner bid treaty, te 
nass ba*e i beaer-thanrinhsnmtm 
r>pminc You have a reasonably 
K-kk! fi'T-card suit wbteh should be 
a tturcr of tricks, and a tantieme 
of values elsewhere. Invite game by 
raising n two no trump. 

0-3— As South, vulnerable, you 

hold 

♦ KJ1B2 TAJ543 sQlM *7 

The bidding has proceede d : 

North East South Warn 

I + Pass ! > Fma 

I * Pam ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— In support of spades your hand 
is worth 14 points, so yw want to be 
m game. The way ro do that is* 
s: range! > enough, to bid four 
spades! A jump to throe spades 
these days is only invitational 
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hold. 
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2 : Paaa ? 
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to 1 task for a posaiblc slaas is a 
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to contract lot game, so but throe no 
moan. 
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Q.S— Both rabm^e, a Sooth you 
hold. 
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The bidtfing has proceeded: 
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2 NT Pam 7 

Wb*u do you Ial now? 

A.— You have egeefimt support for 
partner's soil, but dicro^i .raaUy no 
-point in revealing it. There ate not 
enough values for Siam, and even II 
tricks could be beyond your com- 
bined resources. Since you have a 
hifcnctef hand and partner has an- 
nounced one too. bid three no 
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38 Roast cm 

40 llsy — 

41 Small Mid 

42 Pody to Tom 

43 Othar 

44 Dough mbm 

45 Stock «wi 
47 Utihr. 

os Art stand 
51 Cohnod 
55 Movie mid 
58 From wtna 
80 A tto-tac-too 
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81 Short! 

82 WiAmyi 

84 Gusto 

85 BmlncfaSdniMi 
88 Driod dp 

87 Uh-huhl 

88 Junrtjr 
88 Ao ildMlftb 

(root 

DOWN 

1 Worthor wort 

2 Say “jos" 

3 Loop 

4 Wad and 

Bnmfi ahKa 

DOW*- pinif- 


Aawpnufi — w i tt 

5 ittgMy 
• (nfoftor 

7 In with 

8 Hamper 
8 Cum 

10 Sorgo 

11 Tahamn coin 

12 Piay mcOoh 

13 Tabtatand 
If capped 
22 — alal 

24 Fofksy 

25 Jafca 

a Hrrt Mia. 
CoppMfUd 

30 Witoh a a 

31 Spook wNdfr 

32 To-do 
S3 Raka 

34 My sound 

as TraoMa 
se OaL pans 
37 hrpQM 
48 -ponw 
and — ** 
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nnnnnnm nnnnn 
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48 Com anil 
47 Cta-cW 


58 •Stator Poor 


KnowN (ptdla} 


48 SMattao 
80 Soaahu 
62 Heavy Ufa 

53 Pot forth 

54 Ifadfc 

55 SSay 


57 — Qraada. AZ 


fait a FBOkartaB 
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RAINBOW 

Tel: 625155* 
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md bo bad only beco uainiM tor 
three tattks foilowmi a thigh 
injury 

M I blew I didn't have s chance 
of winning the final u) why pvnh 
too bard. Stewart said. 

Mertcnc Ottcy of Jamaica alio 
docked an outstandingly fast 
time of II .02 seconds to win the 
women's 100-metre title, but 
when she ran down the home 
straight at (be Mt. Smart Sta- 
dium, the mod was even stron- 
ger. registering 4.37 metres per 
second on the tnduide measur- 

the wind assistance, 
the performances of Christie and 
Qftey stood out on a busy day of 
track and field in which seven 
other gold medals were decided. 

Cohn Jackson of Wales, tank- 
ed second in the world behind 
American Roger Kingdom, won 
the gold medal in the 1 10 metres 
hurdle* in a European and Com- 
ratiQweaftb record time of 13.(18 
seconds when the wind was inside 


the limit. 

Darren Clark of Australia, wbo 
ran the f»icu time docked by a 
17-year-old back in 1V83. won his 
fire* major championship title af- 
ter yean of injuries and near- 
misses. 

He riockcd 44.60 second* in 
the 400 metres and received a 
standing ovation. 

The 3,000 metres steeplechase 
produced Kenya's fin gold a* 
Olympic ctwrapwo Julius Kariuki 
came home to win easily from 
teammate Joshua Kipkejnboi. 
Angela Chalmers of Canada won 
the women's 3JI00 metres. 

Jane flemming, who only was 
included in the Australian team a 
week before the games, won the 

heptathlon gold, 

There was an emotion-filled 
performance in the pool, where 
15-year-old sensation Hayley 
Lewis had a rest day in her quest 
for a record six women's swim- 
rain# gold medals. 


Lendl wins Australian Open men’s title 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY JANUARY 2*. 1990 
By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Rigtuer Foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: Hits 
it a dry rod evening when you will 
have a strong tendency io feci tbit 


everything « going to be exactly 
the way you want k to be Others 
roll want to be in your company. 

ARIES; (March 21 to April ]<*j 
Divide your time today mur. sens- 
ibly between social and biuincte 
interest* Home is the {dace now to 
entertain jour family, fnemls and 
acquaintance!. 

TAURUS: (April 2D to May 20) It 
b sill oot yet the right time to 
spend much money on social plea- 
sures. Don't make demand* on 
your family but go along with their 
ideas. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
trip with a jovial friend now will 
relieve you of much tension and 
strain. A present or comptasent 
would be greatly received by vnor 
attachment. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don't be thrown hy some- 
one putting a monkey wrench m 
yoor daily activities. Charm your 
family now by spending the greater 
part of your time with them. 

UOt-CJnly 224Chitaigtt« 2l)**y 
mare upon drop mb noted experts , 
for rorn to betf handle your prac- 
tical attain. Foflow yoor bean and 
not your head in dealing with your 
attachment. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to S ep te mber 
22) You can use an unusual situa- 
tion at your activities to greatly 


advance your interests. Your home 
now should be Pie centre for a 
professional gathering. 

LIBRA; (September 23 to October 
22) A good tune to obuin neces- 
sary outside information for yoor 
usual activities. Do everything 
possible now to gel your home in 
the bcM po«i We condition. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have so many good, 
inspired ideas for your activities 
that you hardly know where to 
Stan. Show attachment in a direct 
manner that you undent rod then- 
needs. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You are able to do 
something special now that will 
areaily delight a fricud. You can be 
nappy at borne by expres jig your 
own poised harmony, 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Now a progressive 
expert gives you the lowdown for 
increasing your money. Do not let 
ao outsider affect your relations 
roth your mate. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Take as many jaunts to 
interesting placet as possible with 
good Moods.- Rtob in willingly jo 
perform joint. duties With ypur 
attachment. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Delays in arrival of one from a 
distance brings chance to be with 
other dose friends. Take your own 
dan with you to places of amuse- 
nent and have a good time. 


2 FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

3 bedrooms. 3 baths, dining room, sitting room, balconies. 
All facilities available. 

3 minutes walk to Shmeisani shopping area. 

Call tel: 823441/2 


MELBOURNE (A?) - An Au- 
stralian Open marred by injuries 
and John McEnroe's stormy exit 
ended on a sour note Sunday xs 
Ivan Lendl repeated as men's 
champion when Stefan Ldbeig 
qaif with a tom stomach muscle. 

It was the first time in the 
Australian Open's 85-year history 
that a men's finalist quit in the 
middle of a match. 

Lendl led 4-6. 7-6 (7-3). 5*2 
when Edberg told the umpire he 
could not continue his match. 

Edberg said he hurt himself in 
the last service game of his semi- 
final victory over fellow Swede 
Mats Wi lander. Edberg, who has 
had strained abdominal mt&dcs 
several times in the past. Ml the 
pain from the start of Sunday's 
match. 

“It kept getting worse ami 
worse." ne said. "I could only 
serve at 75 per cent. That wasn't 
working too well. 1 was struggling 
from the beginning. It didn’t feel 
right, and ooce it gets into your 
head, it becomes psychological. 
And if you continue, you can only- 
make your muscle worse.” 

Dr. ' David Bolzonello, the 
tournament physician, said 
Edberg suffered abdominal strain 
on his left side. 

"That's where he pulls through 
on his service motion, I advised 
him a minimum of two weeks 
rest." the doctor said. *T think he 
nude rhe right deciskm by not 
progressing. 1 think he would 
nave made it worse." 

West German Steffi Graf beat 
18-year-old Amencun Mary Joe 
Fernandez for the women's title 
Saturday. 

Czechoslovaks Helena Sukova 
and Jana Novotna won the 
women's doubles Saturday, beat- 
ing Fernandez and partner Patty 
Fendick in two tiebreakers, cap- 
ping a two- week tournament that' 
had been plagued by problems. 

Women's second seed GabneLa 
Sabafini and Australia's Mark 
Woodforde were forced from 
their third round matches with 


sprained ankles. 

McEnroe was thrown out from 
his fourth-round match for star- 
ing at a lineswmnan, swearing at 
(he umpire and cracking a racket. 

Edberg received massage by a 
trainer and pur ice on his stomach 
during the final and rubbed bis 
sore muscles several rimes during 
chang eoven. 

•it’s out the greatest feeling to 
win in this way," said Lendl, a 
Czechoslovak wno lives in the 
United States, "l hope Stefan 
recovers soon. Jr’s unfortunate, 
tan sometimes things happen this 
way. He corned on for quite a 
while and showed great courage. 
I hope we can come back 12 
months from now and dug it out 
till the end." 

Lendl said that despite the re- 
sult. "a win is a win. Five to 10 
years from now, not too many 
people win remember” that he 
won by an injury. "It doesn’t feet 
as great as if I had won it fair and 
square." 

Lendl, who received the 
$200,000 top prize, said he was 
surprised that Edberg come out 
ro play knowing be was injured. 
Edberg received $100,000 

Once Lendl realised that 
Edberg was hurt, be said he told 
himself, "hang in there and make 
him play every point. An injury 
like that gets worse the longer 
you play.” 

The only other finalisr to retire 
in mid-match m grand slam his- 
tory was H. Roper Barrett, who 
quit after four sets against 
Andtnnv Wilding at Wimbledon 
in 191 L 

Edberg. who was forced to 
retire from the Australian Open 
with a back injury last year after 
winning in the round of 16. was in 
obvious pain from the middle of 
the second set on. 

The trainer worked on him 
after the fifth game of the second 
set, when Edberg took advantage 
of four errors to break Lendl and 
put the set back on sene at 3-2. 

Edberg held sene and pushed 


the set io a tiebreaker when he 
came back from 15-40 in the I2lh 
game. 

But after Edberg took the first 
two points of ibe tiebreaker, 
Lendl won the next six, including 
one on a dtxtbk-tault by Edberg, 
and took the sec with a backhand 
passing shot that whizzed down 
the line. 

Edberg double-faulted on the 
last two points to suffer a break in 
the opening game of the third set. 
He fought back from three break 
points in the third game to bold 
after five deuces. But the injury 
was clearly slowing him and 
draining him. 

Lendl played well, but not as 
crisply as he did earlier in the 
tournament and might not have 
beaten a healthier Edberg. 

Lendl hit an unusually high 17 
backhand errors in the first set, 
16 in the second sets and 10 in the 
abbreviated third set. His total of 
67 errors compared to 56 by 
Edberg. 

*‘f thought if I had a chance to 
win the second sef. maybe 1 could 
have worked my wav through 
winning the third set?’ Edberg 
said. 

But after dropping the tieb- 
reaker. Edberg said he *'knew 
there was no way I could finish 
the match." 

Lendl, who started a fad 
among the other players when he 
wore a French foreign legion- 
style hat for sun protection in 
previous matches, came out hat- 
less on a cool, overcast day. 

Edberg. one of the quieter 
players on the tour, had one of 
more boisterous cheering sections 
as shirtless Swedish men with one 
letter each of his name written on 
their chests led cheers for him. 

Edberg, broken the first time 
be served against Lendl, certainly 
didn't look as though he had any 
weaknesses in his 6-1. 6-1, 6*2 
semifinals victor)' over Wilander. 

Edberg laughed when asked 
about the turning point in that 



Ivan Lendl 

march. 

"The first point." he said with 
a smile, adding that he had "one 
of those days where I almtvJ 
played perfect tennis." 

Lendl might have given the 
same answer about his 64, 6-1. 
6-2 victory over Frenchman Yan- 
nick Noah. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

(n Shmeisant. Sweifieft. 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


COMPUTER SYSTEM MANAGER 

A leading financial house is seeking the employment of a 
Jordanian to manage its computer set-up. Candidates 
must be university graduate in computer sciences and 
must be very fluent in English. Preference will be given to 
those who have computer experience m financial systems 
pijg/br. .working kpoiMedge on N£R jpLsystems._ ' 

Please call teL 685780 for appointment 


IMMEDIATE OPENING: 

One month contract to evaluate USAID project assisting 
private voluntary organisations. Prior evaluation experi- 
ence and work experience with sewing, agriculture, and 
handicapped assistance projects desired. Travel within 
Jordan and spoken knowledge of English and Arabic is 
required. 

Send statement of qualifications to 
EXO, USAID/Jordan, P.O. Box 354, Amman by 
COB February 1, 1990. 


MODERN FLAT & TWO APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

Furnished & unfurnished, (n the best residential area. After 
Fourth Circle, Jabal Amman, near Ammoun Hotel. 


i m 

• ■. 


Tel. 777112 8 a.m. ■ 2 p-in, 674028 after 2 p.m. j 


p INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL - 
(The British Curriculum School in Amman) 

The International Community School requires an infant 
teacher for September 1990. The successful applicant 
must have had recent U.K. experience and be up to date 
with current principles of good primary* practice An ah.j;ty 
to coordinate Mathematics throughout the school woulo oe 
an advantage. All applicants must nave U.K. or equivalent 
teaching qualifications. 

For an application form and further details please contact 
the head teacher’s secretary at the school, or telephone 
841070. The closing date for applications is February 28. 
1990. 

Internationa! Community School 

P.O. Box 2002 

Amman 


is 


: :t 


FOR RENT 
TO DIPLOMATIC 
MISSIONS 


Super deluxe villa w*th no furniture. Consists of 2 floors. 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, spacious salons, located in the most 
beautiful site of Abdoun and has all services and utilities. 
Area of building: 300 square metres. 

Call tel: 780641 




BIG SALE 


•nnBHacTff 8. ‘u’&rass? 6 

in Jabal Amman and Jabal Al Hussein 
and 



CONSULATE OF SRI LANKA 
AMMAN 

“NATIONAL DAY” 

For the occasion of the 42nd anniversary of the Democratic Socialist 
Republic Sri Lanka’s National Independence on Sunday 4th February 1990. 
The General Consulate of Sri Lanka in Jordan, has the pleasure to invite all 
the brothers & sisters of the Sri Lankan citizens living in Jordan, to be aware 
of the speeches and greetings which will be addressed by H.E. the 
president of the Republic of Sri Lanka, the hon. prime minister, and the hon. 
minister of foreign affairs, to the Sri Lankan people on this national day 

There will be a special record book for registration of greetings 
from 10:09 a.m. to 13:00 hrs. 


Jabal Amman 


ANNOUNCES 

Big Sale 

For the first time 

On all goods from 30 - 50 % 

for one week only 

Do not miss this opportunity 
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TIFFANY a TOMATO - Jabal Amman, opp. City Bank, tei. 644681. 

Jabal Al Hussain, FIras Circle, teL 681570. 
TUTTA FAMILSA - Jabal Amman, opp. Tower Building, tel. 640065, 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


'^1 


(Arabic} 


Pto faM BC te 3JPLfeP(kgaft.»30 



1°™* PHILADELPHIA ™ 


gsm'w. 1 

MY SISTER 


(Arabic) 

g r f ^ J } | 
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Cinema 




Tel: 675571 


BIG BUSINESS 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 674111 


SUMMER 

JOB 


PolonauKa: 3 JO, 6c IS, 8£0, ltt30 ftktay & Send*y exn Aow it IhOQ lol ^R Perform****: 3 JO, b.-00. 830. 1030 
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Romania parties seek) 
power-sharing deal 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania’s 
leading opposition parties, saying 
they wanted to avoid the threat of 
dvil war, called on the govern- 
ment Sunday to share power. 

Spokesman loan Lap read a 
joint statement over state radio as 
some 6,000 party supporters and 
a similar number backing the 
National Salvation Front 
converged on a square 
the front’s headquarters 
in tense but peaceful rivalry. 

The parties say the front, which 
took over last month after the fan 
and execution of dictator Nkolae 
Ceansescu, is monopolising pow- 
er and should share it with them 
in Hie run-up to elections called 
for May 20. 



Demonstrators in Bucharest, 
National Salvation Front. 


Romania, 


a government baa to protest agafast the riding 


National liberals and the Social 
Democrats — should meet them 
for talks, which follow an earlier 
session Saturday. 

He said the parties wanted “to 
establish the fact that the front 
will give up (sole) power with the 
formation of a joint conned of 
national unity on which members 
of all parties would be repre- 
sented.” 

The front, whose supporters 
Harm sole credit for the uprising 
against Ceansescu, has so far 
refused such a council. 

It has also 'outraged the 
opposition try going back on pre- 
vious promises to stand down 
after the elections, and has said it 
will field its own candidates in the 
poll. 


Srinagar curfew eased i 
residents stock supplies 


SRINAGAR (Agencies) — Sri- 
nagar resdients poured from their 
bonus Sunday to stock up on 
food and medicine when govern- 
ment troops briefly lifted a cur-, 
few intended to stifle a rebellion 
by separatists. 

At least 72 people, mostly pro- 
testers defying the curfew, have 
been killed since it was imposed 
Jan. 20. 

Occasional gunshots, four or 
five at a time, were heard. But 
there was no reports of new 
casualties daring the six-hoar car- 
few break.. 

The 24-hour curfew was im- 
posed in a campaign to quell 
escalating violence by militants 
who wants Kashmir to secede 
from predominantly Hindu India 
and become independent or join 
neighbouring and Islamic 
Pakistan. 

Private vehicles were allowed 
onto streets for "the first time 
Sunday since the crackdown, but 
motorcycles were not allowed to 
.cany riders. Four unarmed air 
force officers waiting outdoors 
were killed Thursday by motorcy- 
cle gunmen. 

State government officials have 
said repeatedly the situation is 
under control and the civil admi- 
nistration is still running the gov- 
ernment, despite the military pre- 
sence and rigidly enforced 
curfew. 

Residents disputed the report 

“The situation is very bad." 
said erne Muslim, an employee 
of the state government, who 


decline identification. 

The curfew, intended to con- 
fine people to their homes, was 
lifted at 5 a.m. (2330 GMT Satur- 
day) and reimposed' at 11 a.m. 
(0530 GMT Sunday). 

People loaded up on potatoes 
and onions, but thero were few 
green vegetables and no meat. 
Little fresh produce has reached 
fins city of one million people 
since the crackdown. 

Residents said the separatists 
had warned shopkeepers not to 
sell meat, because the troop de- 
ployment in the dty was “sun of 
sorrow’' .and people should not 
enjoy themselves by feasting on 
meat. 

Traffic police directed cars and 
three-wheeled motoiscooters at 
intersections while heavily armed 
soldiers and paramilitary troops 
patroDed on foot and in trades. 

Foreign correspondents were 
expelled Sunday from Kashmir. 

“For reasons of state security 
yon are to leave Jammu and 
Kashmir imm ediately... under 
the public safety act," said a 
written notice from District 
Magistrate G.H. Abbas handed 
to non-Indian reporters for fore- 
ign media at Srinagar’s mam 
hotel. 

The order was issued later 
Saturday as India launched a di- 
plomatic offensive to persuade 
the superpowers and Muslim 
states that Pakistan is fuelling 
Islamic militancy in Jammu and 
Kashmir state. 

Pakistan, which has fought two 


wars with India over Kashmir 
since 1947, dentes the charge, 
saying the unrest is due to Delhi’s 
refusal to hold a referendum on 
Kashmir’s future. 

Seven foreign correspondents 
flew out of Srinagar Sunday. 

Most telephone connections 
were severed to the hotel where 
Indian and foreign journalists 
have been staying, and staffers at 
die central telegraph office said 
they had been ordered not to 
transmit news dispatches. 


President Ion Diescu and Prime 
Minister Petce Roman went on 
television late Saturday to offer 
some concessions, bat the parties’ 
spokesman said they were ambi- 
guous and did not go far enough. 

“We don’t want civil war, we 
want civilised discussions so that 
we can achieve peace and tran- 
quillity to work and live better 
than hitherto,” Lop said. 


In Victors’ Square, troops, 
tanks and armoured personnel 
carriers guarded the front head- 
quarters, which also houses 
Romania’s Foreign Ministry,. and 
reinforcements were rushed into 
place. 


Maolvi Mohammad Farooq, a 
top Muslim deric as spiritual 
leader at Srinagar’s leading mos- 
que, appealed to the United Na- 
tions to search for a solution. 

He issued a statement Sunday 
(tainting dvic authorities had 
“handed over the dty to the 
army, frustrating the people by 
curfew restrictions and massacre 
of innocent people... night raids, 
large-scale arrests, curbing the 
freedom of the press." 

The crackdown is die first ma- 
jor crisis besetting the eight- 
week-old government of Prime 
Munster V.P. Singh. 

It foQowd the escalation of 
attacks by the separatists on gov- 
ernment patrols and buddings 
and the kidnapping in Srinagar of 
Home Minis ter Mufti Moham- 
mad Sayeed’s youngest daughter. 

Rubaiya Saeed, a medical stu- 
dent, was freed unharmed when 
the government released five 
jaded members of the Janmra- 
Kashnrir Liberation Front 


He acknowledged the parties' 
rally was unauthorised bat said it 
was not intended to lead to vio- 
lence. He urged Diescu to take 
measures to avoid fights betyeeu 
the rival demonstrators on Vic- 
tors’ Square. 


Both groups of demonstrators, 
their numbers far smaller than 
expected, seemed determined but 
peaceable, police kept a low pro- 
file. 


Lap sand Roman and Diescu 
had agreed that representatives 
of die three opposition parties — 
the National Peasants’ Party, the 


“We are going to sit here until 
Diescu resigns,” said one party 
supporter. “Prepare the heli- 
copter.” 

This was a reference to the 
helicopter which whisked 
Ceansescu away from central 
Bucharest Dec. 22, the night of 
his overthrow. 


Rebel Communists form 
new party in Poland 


WARSAW (R) — More than 100 
rebel Communists formed a 
breakaway Social Democratic 
Union Sunday, {dunging Poland’s 
former ruling party into chaos as 
it tried to form^new leftist party 
of its own. ^ 

Tadeusz Fiszbach, a' 
reformer, walked out in' 
from a Communist congress 
Saturday bat returned Sunday- to 
tell the 1,500 delegates he had fet 
up the Union of Social Democra- 
cy erf the republic. 

He made the announcement 
after the Polish United Workers 
Party (PUWP), crashed by the 
Solidarity movement in electfons 
last June and ousted from power 
in September, railed to disband 
Saturday as planned. 

Instead, delegates voted to 
form a new party before dissolv- 
ing the old one and began a 
founding congress to establish it. 
Hie retxas dismissed the move as 
trick to keep progressives and 
hardliners together in a mono- 
lithic party lode different from 
the PUWP. 

‘ “We can change programmatic 
statutes and the name of die party 
but only if we change the people 
can we be credible,” Fiszbach, 
54, told die Congress Sunday.' “A 
neo-PUWP par t y has no social 
chances- and no credibility.” 

“You can’t mix fire and water. 
Yon can’t be a social democrat 
today when this is what you were 
'fighting against yesterday,” he 
said. 

Delegates sat in silence as the 
softly spoken Fiszbach, bald and 
bespectacled, accused the Com- 
munists of leading Poland into 


<ymwwnif. and political crisis after 
they were installed by Soviet 
troops after World War II. He 
received little applause. 

More than 100 people, had 
signed up with his. breakaway 
group ana several hundred more 
could follow suit, he said. 

Fiszbach has the declared sup- 
port of Lech Walesa. He non the 
So lidari ty- chairman's trust when, 
as Gdansk party chief in 1980-SI, 
he helped negotiate the accords 
which led to the free trade un- 
ion’s' creation in 1980. 

Burhe denie d be was servile to 
Solidarity and said: “I have my 
principles' apd I will not change 
them.” 

■ Fiszbach, deputy speaker in the 
Sejm (parliament), could hold a 
» trump card because many of the 
168 PUWP parliamentary de- 
puties are likely to side with him 
rather t ha n be associated with a 
neo-PUWP that has no chance 
of winning elections. 

Foreign Trade Minster Marcia 
Swieddri, one of four Commun- 
ists in the Solidarity-led govern- 
ment, walked out of die congress 
with the rebels Saturday night 
and declared himself a non-party 
member. 

He objected to the decision not 
to dissolve die PUWP immediate- 
ly which party leaders said was to 
allow it to pass on its property to 
file new party before disbanding. 

The fate or the PUWP’s prop- 
erty e mp ir e — valued by the 
party at more than $70 million — 
has sparked a major controve 

Right-wing parliamentary 
puties faffed last week to push 
through a bill confiscating; ‘ 
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Borg In court 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — Ex-ten- 
ms' star. Bjorn Borg appeared m. 
court in his second legal battle in > 
.two weeks, la un c hing a libel acK t 
tion arising from allegations that 
he. abused drugs. A preliminary 
bearing involved Borg’s suing the 
Swedish magazine “Z’ r for P f 
$600,000 for quoting his ex-girt- J, * 
friend, Janmke Bjorling, as 1 
saying he used, cocaine. The 
magazine’s lawyer, Peter .. n/Vl 
Danowsky, told the district court H v 
that “Z” had heard from other 
sources that .Borg used cocaine jpC 
before speaking to Bjorling. Borg 01^ 
repeated the denial that he used 
any form of drags. “Gossip and L 
lies always have several sources,” v jjT[L/ 
said Borg’s attorney Herinmg -P 
Sjostrom. Last week the five-time 
Wimbledon champion began his 
defence in an $32- million lawsuit 
by a former friend and business 
partner, Lars Skarke, s temmin g 
from the coDapse of Bbig’s 
fashion business. ' 
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Singer robbed 


Thousands flee, eight killed 
in south Philippines fighting 


COTABATO, Phffippines (R) — 
About 7,000 Hfipinos have fled 
their homes to escape fighting 
.between government troops and 
Muslim rebels avenging the mur- 
der of a Muslim family, residents 
said Sunday^ 

The military said eight people 
were killed, 25 others wounded 
and more than 100 houses burned 
in fighting winch erupted Satur- 
day around the southern Philip- 
pine town of Pilot, about 900 
kilometres south of Manila. 

Evacuees intervi e w e d by re- 
porters said the separatist rebels, 
estimated by the nriKtaiy at be- 
tween 500 and 1,000, seized ab- 
out 150 hostages in coordinated 
raids in 11 predominantly Christ- 
ian villages around Pflrit. 


Government troops backed 
by helicopter g unships and 
armoured personnel earners dis- 
lodged the guerrillas m six vil- 
lages but five others r emaine d in 
rebel control, fire evacuees said. 


Guerrillas of the Moro Nation- 
al liberation Front (MNLF) and 
three rival factions are fighting 
for Muslim self-rale on Mindanao 
island but residents said those 
involved' in the current fighting 
were mostly members of the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF), a splinter guerrilla 
group. 


1986 when President Corazon 
Aquino took power in Manila in a 
popular revolt which toppled Fer- 
dinand Marcos. 

Locals said the latest fi ghting 
was sparked by die massacre of a 
Muslim family in a Pflrit village a 
few months ago. The kQhngs 
were allegedly canted out by a 
commander of a militia group 
formed by the militar y to fight 
insurgents. 


More than 50,000 people died 
at the height of die separatist war 
isn the 1970s. A shaky truce has 
been in effect in the region since 


Residents said the militia lead- 
er and his men were ambushed 
last August by MILF rebels mid 
the militia chief retaliated' by 
massacring a Muslim family, 
some of whose members he sus- 
pected of involvement in the Au- 
gust attack. 


Savimbi 

rejects 

one-party 

proposal 


LISBON (R) — Angolan rebel 
leader Jonas Savimbi says it 
would be tantamount to suicide 
for his UNITA movement to 
accept a one-party state as de- 
manded by the country's Marxist 
government. 

“It’s out of date, even for the 
conditions in Angola,” he said in 
a televirion interview Saturday 
after arriving in Portugal for his 
first visit in 15 years. 

“Who today in the world would 
accept a one-party system?” 

Savimbi dismiss ed the peace 
proposals presented by President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos in 
New Year’s speech as sophistry 
which did not advance the falter- 
ing peace process. 

He was particularly scornful of 
dos Santos’s suggestion that inde- 
pendent associations could exer- 
cise political freedoms under the 
one-party rale of the Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola (MPLA). 

“Associations to be controlled 
by one political party, that does 
not represent anything," he said 
with a laugh. “That is not demo- 
cracy. I cannot accept that. 

“Yon don't ask a man to com- 
mit suicide to. gain peace.” 

UNIT A (National Union for 
the Total Independence of Ango- 
la), which has fought the MPLA 
since independence from Portug- 
al in 197S, is demanding a West- 
ern-style, multi-party system. 

The issue is at the heart of the 
impasse in peace efforts led by 
Zaire's President Mobutu Sese 
Seko. 

Savimbi, 55, appealed to Por- 
tugal to join in the peace efforts, 
something it has been reluctant to 
do. But he denied suggestions 
that be had lost faith in Mobutu’s 
initiative. 

Dos Santos, in a similar inter- 
view three weeks ago, ruled out 
the prospect of fighting elections 
against UNITA. He argued that a 
One-party- system was more 
appropriate for an African coun- 
try in Angola’s stage of develop- 
ment. 


European storm turns political In Britain 


LONDON (AP) — The dean up 
from a devastating storm that 
killed 95 people in Europe has 
barely begun, but weather fore- 
casting has already become a 
political issue in Britain. 

Opposition politicians accuse 
the government of faffing to give 
enough publicity to forecasts of 
Thursday’s storm, which caused 
46 deaths and an estimated $1.6 
billion damage in Britain. 

Official reports said another 19 
people died in Holland, 10 in 
Belgium, eight in France, seven 
in West Germany, four in De- 
nmark and one in East Germany. 

The storm, with winds up to 
170 kilometres per hour, knocked 
out power and communications in 
large areas of Britain and the 
continent, severely disrupted 
transportation and uprooted mil- 
lions of trees. 

“If we see the kind of hurricane 
warnings that occur off the coast 
of the United States, the way that 
people are alerted, die way that 
dangerous structures are shored 
up, the way that people are 
warned in terms of transport or 
getting people off early, we can 
see a very big difference indeed,” 
David Blunkett, a lawmaker from 
the opposition Labour Parfyvsaid 
in radio interview. 

On Friday night, a group of 
Labour Party parliamentarians 


submitted a motion in the House 
of Commons condemning the 
government’s response to the 
storm. 

“When a storm of that magni- 
tude threatens all or major parts 
of the country, the government 
has a duty to ensure that full and 
frequent warnings are carried on 
TV and radio. It is deplorable 
that the government completely 
failed to do this,” the motion 
said. 

British TV seldom devotes 
more than a minute to a riimate 
that generally drones along be- 
tween warm and cool, and usually 
wet. 

Roger Hunt of the meteorolo- 
gical office said the storm was 
accurately forecast, but the prob- 
lem was getting people to pay 
attention. 

“We would like to get to the 
position where at least the public 
didn’t travel as modi as they 
might otherwise have done if we 
issue 'warning to the effect that 
we expect driving conditions to 
be extremHy hazardous,” said 
Hunt. 

That, he said, may take “a 
good few years of education.” 

Speaking in die House of Com- 
mons Friday, Local Government 
Minister David Hunt masted that 
the government responded 
“swiftly and immediately.” 


“I understand aD affected 
police forces issues, through the 
media, warnings about the 
dangers of travel," he said. 

The storm moved across the 
Baltic Friday and into the Soviet 
republics of Lithuania and Lat- 
via, where it tapered off. 

Forecasters said another severe 
storm wds expected to hit Ireland 
and Britain Monday, but winds 
were not expected to exceed 100 
kilometres per hour. 

As the cleanup continued 
Saturday, television said 200,000 
customers were still without elec- 
tricity. The forestry commission 
estimated that three millio n trees 
were down. 

French coast guard aircraft re- 
sumed a search off the Brittany 
coast for the five crew members 
of the trawler La Fayette, which 
sent a distress signal Thursday 
and has not been seen since then. 

Belgian insurance companies 
estimated Saturday that damage 
from the storm will exceed $19 
million in their country. 

Insurers in Denmark estimated 
that damage there would total 
$19.2 milli on. 

East Germany’s one fatality 
was in the southern dty of Karl- 
Marx-Stadt, where a man was 
fatally injured when his motor 
scooter hit a tree uprooted by the 
storm. 



Two young women hold oa to a raffing la gale force winds la London 
Friday 


Mysterious tight lights up eastern V.S. sky 


By Jerry Estfll 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Thousands 
of people in the eastern United 
States reported seeing a st range 
blucdsh-ereen light in the night 
sky, and some experts said they 
amid have been viewing an un- 
usually large meteorite. 

“We are quite confident it was 
not a manmade object re-enter- 
ing," said Dick Adam, spokes- 
man at the North American 
Aerospace Defence Command 
(NORAD) in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. “We have not idea 
what it was.” 

Sightings were reported from 
the northeastern U.S. state of 
New York to the mid-Atlantic 
state of Virginia. Adam con- 
firmed that the air force was 
getting calls from all of those 
areas. 


“We cannot correlate the sight- 
ing with any of the information of 
the objects we are tracking in 
space,” said Adam. “We are 
tracking approximately 6,800 ob-' 
jects. Our mission is to keep track 
of what’s in space. Whatever it 
was, it wasn’t one of the objects 
we’re tracking-” 


Robert Gribble of the National 
UFO Reporiting Centre in Seat- 
tle, a private group, also reported 
receiving dozens of calls. 

“Based on descriptions that 

have been given. I’d say we’re 
dealing with a very large solid, a 
very large meteor,” said Gribble. 

“Descriptions run from a blue- 
green to a bright green coming 
down in an angular descent leav- 
ing a riiort tail behind it,” he said.. 

He said everyone who had tele- 
phoned the centre described the 
object “as coming down and hit- 


ting the ground in their area, 
winch is very common in some- 
thing like tifis.” 

Among the people who re- 
ported seeing the object was 
David Arnold, an area air traffic 
control supervisor at Dulles air- 
port, outside Washington, who 
reported die sigfadngat 7:10 pun. 
Saturday (0100 GMT Sunday). 

“We don’t know exactly what it 
was, a meteor or a satellite,'* said 
Arnold , who has been an air 
traffic controller for 25 years. “It 
lasted 25 to 30 seconds and went 
from brilliant white to an orange 
as it broke up. 


“We’ve seen things like fins 
before, but much higher. This 
was quite brilliant. It appeared to 
have dissipated completely.” 
But not all witnesses saw the 
object change colour and appear 
to disappear. - 


A television reporter in Oak 
Hill, West Virginia, went to the 
home of one of the first witnesses 
nearly three hours after the initial 
sigthmg and reported the light 
was still hovering in the sky. 

Kjtty Harrison, assignment edi- 
tor for WOAY-TV in Oak HOI, 
said what she saw was “absolutely 
not” a meteorite. 

“I’ve seen meteorites before 
and this doesn’t resemble the 
type of meteorite Fve seen,” she 
told the Associated Press in a 
telephone interview from the 
home of Elizabeth Gray and her 
son, Chris, in Stanaford, West ' 
Virginia. 

“What we are seeing is a very 
bright bluish white object that 
appears to be moving downward 
toward the horizon in an erratic 
spiraling motion,” Harrison told - 
the AP. “It is very slow. You 
have to keep your eye fixed to 


Something stationary In order to 
see its progress.” 

Chns Gray, 13, was carrying 
firewood to the house when be 
saw the object. 


“I saw the sky fight up and then 
I didn’t pay no attention to it nnt3 
my brother said be saw the same 
tmpg,” be sasid. “I was looking in 
die binoculars and I saw this 
purplish football with rings' 
around it and it was going around 
in circles and stuff.” 


Among the witnesses in the . 
Washington area was Andrew 
Guthrie, a news editor at die 
Voice of America. since 1983. 

“It was a dramatic thing to- 
see,” said Guthrie. “I almo st 
drove off the road.” He said the - 
object appeared to be “three-or- 
four times treetop level” and 
about the size of a grap efrui t with . 
an “incandescent bright fighL” 


At least 
10 killed 
in Kosovo 


PEC, Yugoslavia (R) —Police 
shot dead at least 10 
Albanians Saturday in riots in 
fee Yugoslav province of Koso- 
vo, e y e wi t n esses arid Sunday. 

At Orahovac, 300 fokmetra 
south of . Belgrade, witnesses 
stid four bmh were foiled fay 
po&e (Ire as ethnic ABnatims 
demonstrated for- free .elec- 
tions, the resignation of local 
leaders and therelease of pofi- 
tical priBo ueii . 

. Villagers said at least two 
other men were kffied nearby 
and w i t n ess es said three were 
shot dead in Dgafcovica and one 
in Pec, about 70 kilometres 
north of the regional capital of 
Pristina. 

Taqfng news agency put the 
death tofl at five Saturday, 
saying police returned fire sf- 
tcr demonstrators shot at thou 

through tbkfc fog in Orabovac 

and Pec. 

But ethnic Albanians in v8- 
arouod Orabovac arid 


that security forces opened ifare 
without waning at protester* 
ch a nting : “Democracy, demo- 
cracy.” 

The gnnhattles were the 
worst riotaice to hit the stifle- 
torn province since 28 people 
died last year when the Alba- 
nians rioted a gainst curbs on 
their self-rule by Serbia, 
Yagodavia’fi biggest republic. 

The body of Natasha Ekfasni, 
28, who had been shot three 
times lay covered by a white 
s heet as his wife, nursing their 
three-month-old baby, stood 
weeping alongside. 

Vffiagers said police abo kfl- 
led Hazar Hoti, 24, £Qbai 
Knarid, a father of five, and 
23-year-oid Agron Teta, who 
was due to return to his work 
in Switzerland Sunday altar a 
hofiday visit to Us famfly. 

The demonst r a to r! are de- 
uMBtfaag the resignation ofioc- 
leaders, free ej e ctions and 


the release of pofitkal pris- 


Tbey abo w amt an end to 
emergency meas u r es imposed 
on the urea after last year’s 
rarest. . Most of toe measures 
* eased fat Joe, leaving 
only a baa on political protests 
hi force. ■ 

Kosovo, an autonomous pro- 
vince «f Serbia, has for deewfes 
beat plagued by tewdons be- 
tween Its 1.7 BriMrai mostfy 
Muslim ethnic Albanians mm* 
200,000 Christian Serbs and 
Montenegrins. ; 

Over 40,000 Serbs and Mon- 
tenegrin have (led. the pro- 
vince iu the past 10 -years, 
saying the Albanians were ter- 
rotating them into ieavhig. 

Serbian and Kosovo leaden 
blame the narestna sep arati sts 
who want the province to be 
absorbed by- neighbouring 
Albania. 

The latest ware dT riots bt- 
gat - Wednesday wha peBoe 
baffled -40*008- de mon s trator s 
Pristina, _J39 kflometres 
south of B c lgi a d cy vrifa tear- 
gaSvdnbs aal water cannon. 
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LOS ANGELES (AP)— Singer- 
choreographer Paula Abdul was 
. collecting trophies at the Amer- 
ican Music Awards show while 
burglars were helping themselves 
to her valuables at home. Ptriicfe 
said the popular entertainer disc- 
overed the robbery when she 
returnedfo her Studio CSty apart- 
ment after the awards show, 
-where she was named top female 
pop^rock vocalist and favourite 
dance artist. “But there was no 
sign of forced entry and there was 
no ransacking,’' said police 
spokesman Michael Ranshaw. 
--’Mostly jewelry was taken.” A 
preliminary estimate of her lass 


was placed at $3,400, he said. 
Studio City is northwest of down-, 
town Los Angeles. 


Simple Man 9 


NASHVILLE,. Tennessee (AP) 
— Entertainer Charlie Daniels 
says .his song “Simple Man,” 
which -suggests lynching drug 
dealers and using child abusers 
for alligator bait, isn’t a reflection 
of his convictions. '^Obvic#aly, 
Tm being facetious with -the 
song,” -Darnels^ said in a recent 
interview at hfr ranch near Nash- 
ville. “I certainly don’t think we^ 
should string anybody up from a 
tree or. leave .people out m the : . 
swamp ” “Hie man. who used to; 
sing about being “stoned in the 
morning” and “drank in the 
afternoon” said the songs docs 
reflect a change in his attitudes. 
“The way I put it is, people tell 
me; ‘well, you used to be that 
way,’ and I say, “yeah, you used 
to wear diapers, but you don’t 
any more’,” Daniels said. “I 
don’t use drugs in any capac i t y ,” 
Daniris said. “I don’t even like to 
take an aspirin.” 
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Spielberg makes 
movie on himself 


hi 
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NEW YORK (AP) — Steven 
Spielberg has done big-budget 
films about aliens in “E.T.” and 
‘Close Encounters,” World War 


Si 

J?* w 


Sta* 


n prison camps in “Empire of the Sfejj 


Sun” and comic book adventure a 


a«. 


fiw 
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with “Indiana Jones.” What’s 
next? A movie about himself, ina 
script written . by childhood rhnm 
and sibling Anne Spielberg. 

“Annie just wrote a small, 
wonderful story about the two of 
us and my mother,” he said in an 
interview with People’s maga- , 
zine. ‘‘We’re shootmg die Si 
thing in Gnrinnati, where it takes U 

place,” It’s budgeted for only $5 
mfflion, peanuts compared to bas ^ 
usual productions. “I realised VS? 0 * 
when Annfe wrote the script that si? hi 
there was no (big budget) value in ^ 1 *,^ ! 

my childhood, none whatsover,” £ * Unit 
he said. “It’s basically based on V 
experiences we had, friehds of *J*o| 
ours. It s more a comedy thaoraa W %e 
mtimate portrait of our growing W^tha] 
°P-” 
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